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Introduction. 



In making public the following investigation of the 
weapon names in Anglo-Saxon, attention should be called 
to the fact that, owing to the frequent use of general terms, 
such as wwpen^ searu etc., applied to equipment and ar- 
mour, and to that of the word sweord referring to sword, it 
has been deemed advisable not to include all references 
to the same, such only having been selected as are of 
interest either from an etymological or archaeological stand- 
point. 

Furthermore, for a full list of the words (in simplex) 
used in Epic poetry to designate the coat of mail, which 
in prose refer usually to an ordinary garment, reference 
has been made to a dissertation on «Die altenglischen 
Kleidernamen» by Lilly L. Stroebe, Heidelberg 1904. 

It is regretted that the dissertation by R. Wagner on 
cDie Angriflfewaflfen der Angelsachsen» was received after 
the completion of the present investigation, so that com- 
parison of results has been impossible. 

The compiler also avails herself of this opportunity 
to express her thanks and feeling of profoimd indebtedness 
to Professor Johannes Hoops, of the University of Heidel- 
berg, for his ever ready suggestion and aid in the plan- 
ning and execution of the work. 
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IV 

Owing to the necessity of having all proof-sheets sent 
from Heidelberg to America for correction, and as a result 
of having to read the first sheets while travelling from 
place to place, some even being lost in forwarding, the 
difficulties of proof-correction for the present volume have 
been well-nigh insurmountable. To this fact, then, is due 
the appended Ust of corrections, and the mistakes still 
remaining may also be attributed to the same cause, as 
well as to the failure to receive all of the final proof-sheets. 

Baltimore, Md., Sept. 1905. 

May Lansfield Keller. 
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First Part. 



Antiquarian Investigation. 
I. Introductory: General Survey etc. 

To present with any degree of accuracy a picture of 
the war- equipment of the Germanic invaders of Great 
Britain, from the time of their first settlement in the is- 
land to the year of the Norman Conquest 1066, thre& 
prime factors must be taken into consideration: Th& 
testimony of historians, such as Agathias, Sidonius ApoUi- 
naris, Jordanes and others, with regard to the war-equipment 
of the various Germanic tribes of the continent; further- 
more the entire range of the Anglo-Saxon literature with 
especial reference to Beowulf and poems such as the Elene 
or the Judith dealing principally with battles. The illu- 
minations of the MSS. both on the continent and in 
England from the 8*^ century on. The grave-finds both in 
England and on the continent, covering the period between 
the 5*^ and 7*^ centuries, especial attention being given 
to Frankish remains, which with some few exceptions are^ 
identical with those of the Anglo-Saxons. 

Simple as this may seem at first sight, the task 19 
accompanied with many diflficulties, for the historical 
testimony is many times contradictory, the epic poem» 
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deal only with equipment of kings and great heroes, while 
the drawings of the MSS. are often mere conventional 
representations, frequently of Roman or Byzantine originals, 
and the grave-finds in more than one instance fail to 
corroborate history and poetry. On the whole, however, 
allowing for the aristocratic tendency of the epic, together 
with certain historical anaclironisms, and by carefully 
comparing the grave-finds of Selzen in Germany, Lon- 
doni^res in Normandy, and Kent in England the arms 
and equipment of Franks and Anglo-Saxons between the 
5^ and 10*^ centuries may be ascertained with a fair 
degree of certainty.^ 

Before entering upon the details, a general survey of 
the equipment of the Anglo-Saxons at this early period 
may be given. 

The spear was the chief weapon of the Anglo- 
Saxons as the framea (longspear) had been among the 
Oermans at the time of Tacitus.^ These spears were of 
two kinds, — a lighter and a heavier; one spear at least, 
and often two, having been found in the graves of almost 
«very warrior, usually with the point to the ward to head, 
while in the Selzen graves they are reversed according 
to the Roman practice. 

The battle axe israrely found in English graves (8 in all) 
though rarely wanting in the graves of Frankish warriors. 

The swords, as will be shown later, in the early 
period were very precious and costly possessions belonging 

^ For a discussion of the mortuary urns discovered in Norfolk, 
Suffolk, Cambridgeshire, Derbyshire, Sussex and their relation so 
those found in Jutland, parts of Friesland, on the borders of the Elbe, 
in Westphalia, Thuringia, in parts of Saxony etc. S. Kemble, Hor. 
Fer., p. 87. 

' Germ. 0. VI. 
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only to princes and warriors of wealth and rank, while 
the ordinary soldier carried only a spear. These swords 
were either the heavy two-edged broad sword corresponding 
to the Roman spata, or the one-edged Scrama seax so 
numerous in Prankish, so rare in Anglo-Saxon interments.^ 

Bows were also used for war as well as the chase 
as a description of a battle in Beowulf proves, and slings 
were in use among the ordinary warriors. 

Of the protective armour the shield alone was in the 
possession of all warriors. This was usually of linden-wood 
with an iron umbo or boss, the randbeag, in the centre to 
protect the hand, and serye as a weapon of offence in close 
conflict, while the edge was further strengthened by an 
iron band, or rim. In the case of princes gold and 
precious metals replaced the iron, while metal shields, 
though probably rare, were not unknown. 

The helmet, as the sword, was the property only 
of the wealthy, one certainly, two probably (the second 
being doubtful) having been found in the many hundreds 
of graves opened, and it is strongly to be suspected that 
many of the helms were simply leather caps strengthened 
with metal, (cf. galea: le&erhelm in the glosses) which in the 
course of time has entirely disappeared. That metal 
helms existed, however, at the time of the Saxon invasion 
of England is certain from the description of the boar- 
adorned helmets of the Beowulf epic. 

The body armour consisted of a leather coat fre- 
quently stiffened with metal for the ordinary soldiers, 

^ This rather negatives the idea that they are the weapons 
from which the Saxons are supposed to have taken their name; cf. 
Gotfridus Witerhiensis: Ipse hrevis gladius apud illos Saxo vacatur , 
wide sihi Saxo nomen peperisse notatur, A misunderstanding of the 
two words sdhs and Sahso. 
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and the byme or shirt made of iron rings either woven 
together or sewn upon other material for the chief war- 
riors of wealth and rank, which even as late as the 
10^ century was regarded as a costly possession. 

Later came metal greaves for the protection of the 
legs, but at this period the warriors fought for the most 
part bare-legged, or perhaps in the long leather boots and 
leg bandages represented in the MSS. of the 9*^ and 10^ 
centuries. 

Flags, drums, horns, and trumpets were part 
of every army's equipment, and remains of horses, bridles 
have in some few instances been found in the graves. 

From the above then it is evident that at the time 
of the invasion, and during the early Anglo-Saxon period, 
the ordinary warrior was provided with spear and shield, 
possessed some sort of a leather shirt or coat for the 
protection of his body, and wore most likely a leather cap 
resembling a helmet, while swords, helmets, and corselets 
were the property only of the picked troops or celebrated 
warriors. The same holds true for the Frankish warriors 
of this early period, and even at the time of the Carolingians 
— arma, id est scutum et lanceam^ — were still the 
equipment of the ordinary soldier. 

At the time of the Carolingians, both in France and 
England, swords nevertheless were becoming more frequent, 
although still costly, and helms and corselets began to 
be more general. 

In England, in the period following the Carolingian, 
metal greaves were introduced, the hodsheorg for the pro- 
tection of the neck, and at the very end of the Anglo- 

1 S. Capit. of Gharl. from year 806, ed. Baluze, p. 450. 
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Saxon period the gavelock from the Celts and the cross- 
bow from the French. Immediately following the Conquest 
the long bow came into general use, which was employed 
with such telling effect by the English in the Hundred 
Years* War, and the nasale or nose protector (may possibly 
have been known previously), which developed in the 
12**^ and 13*^ centuries into the visor. 

The Anglo-Saxons following the tradition of the old 
military tactics of the Germans of the continent fought 
in a wedge shaped formation with their king or leader 
on foot at their head, whUe the heavy infantry formed 
the point and wings, the light armed being placed at the 
centre.^ They were divided accordmg to districts, as were 
the Germans of the time of Tacitus according to tribes, 
and until the time of the Norman Conquest the infantry, 
not the cavalry, formed the main body of the army.* 
Following the Norman Conquest came a complete revolution 
in war tactics, the introduction by the Normans of the 
Feudal System together with Chivalry raised the cavalry, 
composed of Norman knights, to the first rank, which, 
united to the sturdy Anglo-Saxon infantry armed with the 
famous long bow, formed an almost invincible army. 
This process of amalgamation and reconstruction lies, 
however, beyond the Anglo-Saxon period, belonging rather 
to the history of Chivalry and the Middle Ages where its 
development may be traced in such works as San Martes 
Waffenkunde in der Eittermt, KOhler, Jahns and others 
mentioned in the Bibliography. 

^ Of. the formation at the battle of Hastings. KOhler, Die 
Entw. des Kriegsw. u. der Kriegsftlhr. in der Bitterzeit, p. Iff. 

* Cf. Boger of Hoveden, who, writing of a battle in 1055, says : 
Anglos contra tnorem in equia pugnare jussit 

Keller, The Anglo-Saxon Weapon Names. 2 
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II. The Weapons of Attack. 

Turning now to a more specific examination of the 
weapons, it will be seen at once that they fall naturally 
into two main divisions — first the weapons of attack, 
and second the weapons of defence, each of which 
may again be divided into several subdivisions, which 
will here be treated of more in detail than was possible 
in the preceding general sketch. An exhaustive treatment 
of the same, however, has not been attempted, the results 
of most excavations of Anglo-Saxon interments having 
appeared from time to time in the Arch., in CoUec. 
Antiqua, and in various arch, journals, while Linden- 
schmidt's Merov. Altertumer, and L'Abb^ Cochet's La 
Norm. Sout. are exhaustive treatises on the subject in 
their respective countries. 

1. The Spear. 

De Baye. — Indus. Art of the Anglo-Saxon, PL I. 
Neville. — Saxm Obsequies, PIb. XXXV, XXXVI. 
Smith. — Collec. Antiqua, Vol. m, PI. I, figa. 10—25. 
Wylie. — Fairford Graves, PI. XI, figs. 1—7. 

As the shield is the oldest weapon of defence, so is 
the spear that of aggression. Used for the chase as well 
as for war it served a double purpose, and from the first 
simple wooden shaft with fire-hardened head, through the 
successive stages of development in the Stone, Bronze, and 
Iron Ages to its culminating point in the knightly lance 
of the Middle Ages, it has remained among the Germanic 
peoples the weapon par excellence not only of the ordi- 
nary soldier, but together with the sword has been 
found in the graves of those of noble birth. Symbol 
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of kingship among the Northern tribes^, weapon of Wodan, 
hadge of authority, and mark of the free man^ it has 
played among Norsemen, Franks, and Anglo-Saxons an 
^1 important roll. From it the male line took its name 
^pere-healfy as the female line from the spindle, and the 
^pear was the constant companion of the warrior in time 
-of peace as well as in war.* 

From the time of Tacitus reference to the bearing of 
spears by the German tribes has constantly been made 
by Latin historians.* The citations, however, will be here 
omitted excepting the three most important bearing directly 
on the use of this weapon by the Franks from the 5*^ 
to the 8*^ century, interesting for the sake of comparison 
with the similar Anglo-Saxon usage during this period. 
A citation from the Greek historian Agathias will also be 
given below. 

In the middle of the b^ century Sidonius Apollinaris 
writing of the Franks speaks of dypeosque rotare Indus, 
^t intortas praecedere saUihm hastas (Panag. Major.). In 
the 6*^ century appear in Gregory of Tours ^ the hurling 
spear together with the sword, axe, and dagger or knife 



1 Gf. Lind., Alt. d. Meroy. Zeit, fig. 201, for a representation 

of Childeric L, spear in hand, on bis eealring. Of. also Gregor 

-of Tours Vm, 33, who writing of Ganthramnus giving the spear to 

Ohildeberti says: Hoc est indicium qmd tObi omne regnum meum 

tradidi. 

' A special Edict of Charl. forbidding lances to those not 
free bom. Ut servi lanceaa non portent, qui inventus fuerit post 
hannum hctsta frangatur in dorso ejus. 

« S. A. L. Th. XXXVI, p. 37, regardmg wergeld for injury 
irom spear not carried properly over the shoulder. 

* S. San Marte, p. 157 flF., and Lind., Merov. Altertlimer, p. 170 ff. 

^ Lib. n, c. 27. 

2* 
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as the ordinary equipment of the Frankish warrior^, while 
in the same century Procopius assigns the spear to the 
cavahy only, and neither spear nor bow but only the axe 
to the Frankish infantry. This in all probability, however, 
has reference to the equipment for this expedition only,, 
namely that of Theodobert I. into Italy, and cannot be 
taken for the prevailing custom, as shortly afterwards 
Agathias (7*^ cent.) describes the Frankish foot soldiers 
as armed not only with the regular spear, but with the 
more unusual angon^, which is hardly to be explained 
by the supposition that in the course of a few years the 
Franks had given up the spear as infantry weapon, and 
then suddenly adopted it again, but rather that the passages 
in the writers, who omit it as part of every warrior's regular 
equipment, are descriptions of special expeditions, and not 
of the Frankish army as a whole. 

From the year 806^ comes a special edict of CharL 
de Armis non portandis, where arma = shield and 
spear, and from 813 a writ concerning the arming 
of troops where every soldier among other weapons must 
be provided with spear and shield, which proves it at this 
time as in the earlier period to have been the weapon of 
all classes.^ 

The MSS. mostly from the 9*^ and 10*^ centuries, 
though the one of chief interest (Harleian 603) is of a 
still later date, lead to exactly the same result concerning 
the Anglo-Saxon use of the spear (cf. the Psalter Aureum* 

1 Cf. ailso Greg, of Tours m, 10; V, 26; Vn, 29. 
» Lib. n, c. 5. 

a Oapit. m, No. I. (Ed. Baluze, p. 449.) 
* Oapit. n, No. rx. (Ed. Baluze, p. 508.) 
> Psalter. Aureum IX and X, and the Utrecht Psalter, Taf. lY 
(pub. by Anton Springer). 
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and the Utrecht Psalter) where the horsemen and foot- 
men aUke are armed with round shield and spear, the 
angon being the predominating form. The Harl. MSS. 
shows throughout the fighting men armed with either 
angon or spear with crossbars, while only picked warriors 
have sword, axe, or bow and arrows. In the Aelfric MSS. 
(Claudius B. IV) the warriors are as frequently armed 
with the sword as with the spear, while the shepherds 
have only the spear, which points to a more general use 
of the sword at this time, but in general the MSS. show 
many more spears than swords. 

From the laws of Canute, moreover, concerning Heriot 
it may be seen that double the number of spears and 
shields is required as the nimiber of swords, corselets, 
and helms, while all those under the rank of thane are 
armed not with the sword, but with the spear. ^ 

As stated above the spear of the Anglo-Saxons con- 
sisted of the heavy spear used both for hurling and 
thrusting, and the lighter dart for hurUng only. To the 
latter belong the daro&, the pily the gafduc, and the 
angon, while the gar^ and mtgar may be either light or 
heavy. The franca also may be regarded from the pas- 
sages in By. as equivalent to gar, while the general Germ, 
expression spere refers to a light kind of throwing spear, 
as well as a spear for thrusting, the usual interpretation. 
As proof of this statement cf. the passage from Ep. Alex. 
153*^*, mid longsceaffum sperum ofscotadon, or from the 
Sax. Chron. {AD. 1055) Ac ter fxr wxre asnig spere 
gescoten, both of which certainly point to the hurling of the 
spear, as the term scoten is not used in reference to thrusting. 



^ Ges. Lieberm., p. 358 [71 ff.], and cf. sword. Part I, p. 33. 
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Turning now to the grave-finds the contents of these* 
interments both in England and Germany fully corro- 
borate the historical evidence, as well as that of the laws' 
and MSS., for in few warriors' graves heretofore opened has 
the spear head been found wanting, in some, in fact,^ 
opened at Little Wilbraham and Gilton, two have been 
discovered both, the heavy gar, and the lighter daro&, the 
latter with a length of 9 inches from the Gilton graves. *^ 

The spear consisted of three parts : the head, the shaft, 
and the iron into which the wood of the shaft was fitted.^ 
Sometimes, however, the latter consisted of a button to be 
driven into the staff by means of a nail issuing from the 
centre. This spike was probably used to plant the spear 
in the ground, thereby forming a wall to break the charge 
of cavaky. In most of the graves this spike has been, 
found at the right side of the body about six feet from 
the spear head thus giving an approximate length to the 
spear shaft of six feet, the wood of which has long since 
rotted away, but enough of which remained in a few 
instances to be identified with certainty as ash. From 
the use of ash wood for spear shafts has arisen the poetical 
term for spear, tesd, found so frequently in the epic 
poetry, but never in prose cf. By. 310 xsc acwehte; Wand.. 
99 eorlcLS fomonian easca }ry^e, wxpen wadgifru; B. 330 garaSy 
xsC'hoU ufan grasg etc. 

Owing to its universal use both for throwing and 
thrusting', for the chase and for war, the spear head& 



1 For the arrangement in grave cf. Smith, CoUec. Antiq. m, p. 3». 

2 Of. Fair. Graves, PL XI and Pag. Sax., PI. IX. 

* Gf.[ B. 1766 gdrea fliht which points to throwing spearr 
Gaungu Hrolf s Saga c. 18. 86t% haf&i atgewr atvega me& ok to* 
spear for thrusting. 
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varied greatly both in form, size, and weight, from great 
sword like points 2 ft. long^, or the ango with its length 
of 3 to 4 fi:., to the light dart not exceeding 8 inches in 
length, while the weight of some of these may be inferred 
&om such an expression as garbeam, the spear tree 
Exod. 246. Cf. also the much later description in the 
Nib. (B. 73) for the description of Siegfried's spear Sivrit 
der fuort ir einen (ger) wd swei spannen brdt. 

A minute description of the countless spear heads of 
this period from the graves of Germany, France, and 
England, more than 20 varieties of the Anglo-Saxon type 
alone being on exhibition in the Brit. Mu., can not here 
be attempted, the ordinary varieties and a few of the 
rarer ones only will be discussed, accurate classifications 
being found in Hewitt^ and Lindenschmidt.^ 

The simplest type of spear as well as the oldest is 
the Frankish spear found in the grave of Childeric*, 
which does not exceed a foot in length. This type has 
been found in many of the German grfives, also in those 
of Belgimn, France^^ and England, though not in such 
great numbers. 

The leaf shaped spear heads resemble closely the 
Roman type and are Ught and short. A noted example 
of this class is the famous Muncheberg spear with the 
runic inscription.^ This class is but seldom found in 
England, the most frequently occurring form has a lo- 



> S. specimen in Brit. Mu. 

' Ancient Arms and Armonr, Sec. I. 

* Merov. AlterttUner, p. 173 ff. 

* 8. Merov. Altert, fig. 49. 

* Cf. Cochet, La Norm. Scut, p. 284 flF. 

* S. Anz. d. Mus. Nflrnberg XIV — 1867, No. 2. 
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zenge- shaped head (Lind. fig. 62), which can be infinitely 
varied by making it more or less slender. This type is 
found everywhere in the graves of Grermany, France, and 
England in great number and variety. The typical Anglo- 
Saxon spear head is almost lozenge -shaped^ but with a 
somewhat longer point than the FranUsh spear heads of 
the same class, the greatest number of A.-S. spear heads 
so far discovered being variations of this type. The blades 
were always of iron, the specimens found varjdng in 
length usually from 10 to 15 inches, one, however, from 
Little Wilbraham, Cambridge, having a length of but 
2V2 inches (of Lat. spicula i. sagitte: garas OE. Gl.), while 
some at Ozingell, Kent have a length of 21 inches.^ One 
extremely interesting specimen from Ash' slopes from 
the socket two ft. to the shoulder of the blade, which does 
not exceed 3^4 inches in length and a quarter of an inch 
in width in its broadest part.* 

These spear heads were attached to the shaft by means 
of rivets passing through the socket into the wood beneath. 
The cusps were of two kinds either with a socket into 
which the wooden handle fitted or with a spike to drive 
into the wood, examples of the latter, however, are ex- 
tremely rare, the best coming from Liyonia, at present 
in the Brit. Mu., together with a few firom A.-S. graves.^ 
A ferule of bronze or iron was added to the socketed 
spear head at its juncture with the staff to insure additio- 



^ S. de Baye, PI. I, fig. 3. 

« a NeviUe, Sax. Obseq., PL XXXV and XXXVI. 

» S. Douglas, Nen. Brit., PI. VIH. 

4 For a specimen 2 ft. 5^/4 inches long, s. Horae Ferales, 

PL xxvn, fig. 4. 

^ Of. Smith CoUec. Antiq., Vol. m, PL I. 
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nal strength.^ A peculiar feature of the A.-S. cusps, 
which is characteristic for all varieties, and distinguishes 
them from the Danish and Frankish, which they closely 
resemhie, in all other respects is the longitudinal slit 
in the socket, which received the wooden staff, and was 
then closed with iron or bronze rings, braided string or 
rivets.* Comparing these with the Frankish remains^ the 
diflference will be observed at once, only three of the entire 
German collection possessing this slit. 

A moment's survey of the number of spears recovered 
in comparison to the number of swords will give an idea 
of the rarity of the latter, and the great abundance of 
the former. Thus 125 graves opened at. L. Wilbraham 
yielded 35 spears to 4 swords, from Barrington 15 spear 
heads no swords, from Gilton 23 spear heads and 34 darts 
to 7 swords out of 106 graves examined, from 308 graves 
at Kingston Down 30 darts and 12 spears to 1 sword, from 
181 graves at Siebertswold 20 darts, 22 spear heads to 
6 swords (Invent Sepul.), from Faversham 45 spear heads 
to 20 swords, a most unusual find.* 

The adornment of spears was not so rich as that of 
swords, nevertheless several spear heads have been discovered 
in A.'S. interments ornamented with engraved lines, and 
decorated with silver.^ Mention occurs, moreover, of a gar 



* Of. Arch. Jour. XI, p. 106, and VIH, p. 425. 

* Of. CoUec. Antiq., Vol. in, PI. I, fig. 18. Hewitt, Ancient 
Arms and Armour, p. 22, 23. De Baye, PI. I. 

» Lind, Merov. Altert., figs. 49-70. 

^ S. Smith, A Catalogue of Antiquities discovered at Favers- 
ham in Kent. 

* Of. Sussex Arch. Jour., Vol. II, p. 269, Kemhle, and Hor. 
Fer., PI. XXVn, fig. 6. 
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golde fah Gn. (C.) 22, and in the will of Wulfsige a gold 
wreken spere\ so that gold and silver spear heads for 
kings' weapons are very likely. 

Begarding the strap for swinging the spear, the Lat. 
amentum^ A.-S. sceaft-lOy sceaft-tSg (?) nothing farther is 
known than the passage from Isid.' 

Of the unusual spear heads 3 only will be dealt with: 
the ango, the lancea uncata of Sid. Apoll., and the 
head with its sides formed on different planes. 

Of these the an go A.-S. onga, is the most unusual 
in the grave-finds, the most frequent in the MSS.^ and 
the most interesting both because of its unusual form, 
and the minute description of the method of wielding it 
given by Agathias 11 c. 5, who describing the battle in 
Campania where the allied forces of the Franks and 
Alemannen were overthrown by Narses 554 A. D. gives 
the full equipment of the Frankish warriors, the chief 
weapons among whom were the k^&)f and the ^iXexoc 
a|i9ioTO|ioc. The passage is quoted in full in the orig. 6r. 
in Arch. 36, p. 49, the substance of which is as follows: 
The weapon is of a length that may both be used as a 
javelin or in close fight against a charge of the enemy. 
The staflf of the weapon is covered with iron lamina or 
hoops, so that but very little wood appears, even down 
to the spike at the butt end. On either side of the head 
of this javehn are certain barbs projecting downward 
close together as far as the shaft. The Frank soldier 
when engaged with the enemy casts his angon, which if 
it enters the body cannot be withdrawn in consequence 

1 Chart. Th., p. 55622. 

' See Second Part, n, 1, Sdeafb-lo. 

* Gf. Harl. 603, and Psalt. Aorenm. 
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of the barbs; neither can it be disengaged if it pierce^ 
the shield, for the iron with which the staflf is covered 
prevents the adversary from ridding himself of it by means 
of his sword. At this moment the Frank rushes 
forward places his foot on the shaft of the spear as it 
trails upon the ground, and having deprived his foe of 
his defence cleaves his skull with his axe or transfixes 
him with a second spear. 

This form belongs to No. 5 of Hewitt's classification,, 
and some such weapon is certainly referred to in B. 1438 
where the seamonster was caught with eofor-spreotum heoro- 
hocyhtum. In the glossaries it appears as onga: aculeus. 
The angon has given rise to much discussion among 
archaeologists, the difficulty being to identify the various 
specimens discovered with the description of the same by 
Agathias. ^ 

Lindenschmidt believed that he had discovered the 
exact weapon answering to this description at Selzen^ 
since then several more have been dug up varying in 
length from 31^/2 to 46.8 inches, the Selzen lance attain- 
ing this length, while the average is 3 ft. The effect 
of the blow depended not so much on the strength of 
the iron handle, which was only of medium weight and 
thickness, but on the skiUful construction of the point, 
which penetrated at once the wooden shield, while the 
sharp hooks prevented its withdrawal. The point about 
3.5 inches long was usually stronger than the iron staff mea- 
suring .48 to . 64 of an inch in thickness and was always^ 



* Of. Lind. Merov. Altert., p. 178, Arch. XXXVI, p. 78, John 
Y. Akermann, Teut and Celt. Weapons, Arch. XXXIV, 171—189,, 
Wylie, Arch. XXXV, p. 48. 

2 S. Arch. XXX VI, PI. Vin. 
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quadrilateral.^ The hooks were usually two in number, 
only a single angon from Rennecourt possessing four. The 
staff was always very deep and very long with a jlongi- 
tudinal opening in some cases for the insertion of the 
wooden shaft to which it was made fast by means of 
wooden rings.* 

Wylie working independent of Lindenschmidt arrived 
at the same conclusion identifying the spear head in the 
Mus^e de T Artillerie at Paris with the angon of Agathias ' 
which is 22 inches long with slender stem at first qua* 
drangular but becoming round near the ferule, the thin 
iron laminae or sheathing of which have disappeared owing 
to corrosion. 

Corresponding to this and identical perhaps with 
the barbed lances of the Aelfric and Harleian MSS. is the 
English specimen from Strood in Kent on exhibition in 
the Brit. Mu. and represented in Collec. Antiqua \ which 
found in a grave with the usual umbo, spear, and knife 
of Saxon interments, except in length of stem corresponds 
point for point to the angon of Agathias. It is of iron 
with quadrilateral head with a length of only 17^/2 inches, 
the remainder having been probably broken off, or it 
may show degeneration. Lindenschmidt disputes the title 
of angon for this admitting only the continental ones with 
long stems as true examples. Length of iron shaft to the 
extent of 3 or 4 ft. is not, however, imperative, and this 
with 3 or 4 other English examples may be regarded as 



^ Gf. the specimen from Arcy Lind., fig. 79. 

« Of. Lind., Tar. Alterttlmer d. Heid. Vorz. HI, Heft IX, Taf. 5. 

» Of. Arch. XXXV, p. 51, fig. 1. 

* Vol. V, PL n, fig. 1. 
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belonging to this rare class of spears.^ Lindenschmidt 
endeavers to prove the Roman pHum^ the prototype of 
the Frankish angon, which in turn is derived from the 
old Etruscan iron spear^, against which, however, is the 
distinct mention by Agathias that the angon was of 
Frankish origin.* 

But whatever the origin the fact remains that the 
angon is of extremely rare occurrence about 35 in all 
having been dug up, and that it is peculiar to the grave- 
finds of the Ripuarian Franks* (the 6 Eng. examples excep- 
ted). A single example only, and that uncertain, having 
been discovered by Cochet during the whole course of his 
operations in Normandy.* 

Lindenschmidt and Wylie seeking an explanation for 
the great scarcity of this weapon in the grave-finds have 
suggested that it was carried only by tried and experien- 
ced warriors, which is borne out by the finding of the 
angon only in the graves of the wealthiest, being usually 
found together with remains of horses' bits etc. 

Its great frequence in the MSS. may possibly be due 
to mere conventional representation, but the fact remains 

1 Of. Invent. Sepul., PI. in, fig. 17; Arch. XXXVI, PI. VHI, 
and Hor. Fer. PI. XXVn, fig. 3. For a representation of this as 
late as the 15th centory s. the illns. from the Chron. of Math. Paris. 
— Strutt A. A., p. 25. 

* Vegetins, De Re. Mil. I, 20, describes a pllum as fwro sub- 
iUe trigo praefixa. This trilateral head must have been barbed, for 
he adds in sciUo fixa nan posmnt dbscindi. 

» Of. Mus. Etrus. Greg., PL XXI, fig. 6. 

* Of. lind, Alterttlmer d. Heid. Vorz. I, Hefk XI, Taf. 5, and 
following text. 

^ 8. M^m. de la Soc. des Antiq. de Picardie, Vol. X, and M6m. 
de la Soc. Philomat. de Verdnn^ Vol. Ill, p. 199 ff. 

* S. La Norm. Sout., p. 351, and Arch. XXXV, p. 281. 
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that it is found in both continental, and Anglo-Saxon 
MSS. in the hands of at least two thirds of the warriors 
ihere depicted. 

Differing from the angon yet long mistaken for the 
isame is the Lancea uncata of Sid. Apoll.^ Such a 
lance head was found in the Frankish graves at Douv- 
rend* the prototype of which was the Scythian spear*, 
-which although of bronze shows a remarkable identity of 
form. Although found in the interments of all the Ger- 
manic branches the form, on the whole, is rare, with 
wings at side perhaps to prevent the shaft from entering 
too far, and not to prevent withdrawal as in the case of the 
angon> England has furnished some extremely rare spe- 
<;imen8 of this lance, with wings at the side of the stem, 
one 19 inches long, with a strong and thick head has an 
ornamented socket and projecting wings, below which are 
the rivet holes; the iron rivets are further adorned with 
silver heads.^ Two other specimens have been found in 
England, the one from Henley-on-Thames being fully dis- 
cussed in the Jour, of the Brit. Arch. Ass.^ 

The third of these rare lance heads is that with 
its sides formed on different planes^ which in the 



^ Lib. IV, Epist. XX. cLanceis nncatis, securibusque missi- 
biilibus dextrae refertae.» 

* Arch. XXXV, p. 51, fig. 2. 

» Arch. XXXV, No. 14, p. 223—231. 

* Cf. Lind., Merov. Alter., figs, 71—74, and Cochet, La Norm. 
5out., 2nd ed., p. 283. 

» S. Hor. Fer., PI. XXVH, fig. 6. 
« For. 1882, p. 276. 

7 Cf. Hor. Fer. PI. XXVU, fig. 5, and Pag. Sax., p. X. For a 
flpecunen from Harnham Hill, cf. De Baye, PI. I, fig. 4. 
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case of the specimen given by Kemble has sunk grooves 
on alternate sides of the blade in order to give it a rotary 
motion when thrown. It bears a close resemblance to 
the assagaye, and calls to mind the frequent A.-S. ex- 
pression gares flyht, which refer to the throwing of such 
a spear. This reminds one also of the passage in the 
Walt, lied (V. 1289) sed iUam (hastam) turbine terribUem 
tanto et stridore vdlantem. 

At Fairford in Gloucestershire a very remarkable 
spear head was found shaped like a bayonet^ four sided 
and measuring 16^2 inches in length by two in its widest 
breadth, which corresponds more nearly even than the 
angon to the description of Thorolf s famous spear Bryu6- 
varar in the Egilsage, which had ferrum duos tdnas longum, 
in mticrone quattuor acie habentemf desinebat. This shows 
also points of resemblance to the Egyptian spears in Sir 
Gardner Wilkinson's work on the c Ancient Egyptians*.* 



2. The Sword. 

UnUke the spear the sword was unknown to the 
rude civilization of the Stone Age, where weapons of war 
served also for the chase, and workmen's tools were as 
yet not entirely differentiated from implements of war. 
Appearing first in the Bronze Age the evolution of the 
sword out of the long knife of the Stone Age was closely 
connected with the knowledge of the working of metals, 
and was the first weapon designed and used exclusively 
for the purpose of war. With the sword came also the 



1 Fair. Graves, PI. X, fig. 2. 
« Vol. I, 2iid ed., p. 353. 
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need for protecting the body at close range, and in this 
necessity protective armour had its origin. 

The bronze sword used for thrusting, which has been 
discovered in all parts of Europe inhabited by the Celtic 
tribes, is never found in Teutonic interments. The Teutons 
on their first appearance in Europe were in possession 
of iron, and the long blunt iron swords for cutting not 
thrusting (s. Tacitus VI) offer a striking contrast to the 
short sharp bronze swords of the Roman legions. Accor- 
ding to Tacitus, however, it was a rare weapon, and even 
in the SaUc law is not mentioned as part of a warrior's 
necessary equipment. 

During the Merovingian period the sword became 
more general, but even at the time of the Carolingians 
the infantry were not required to carry swords*, these 
being assigned only to the cavalry.^ 

Comparing these capitularies with the statements of 
Greg, of Tours and Agathias (s. spear p. 19 ff.) both of whom 
assign the sword to the ordinary Frankish soldier, it will 
be seen how contradictory the evidence of the historians 
often is. Notwithstanding their statements it is safe to 
conclude both from the laws and the grave-finds that the 
sword together with the helmet and coat of mail continued 



* Capit. II from year 813, No. IX, ed. Baloze, p. 508. -- De 
haste pergendi, , , , Et ipse Comes praevideat qmmodo smt paratiy 
id estf lanceam, scutuniy atU arcum, cum dtutlms cordis^ et sagittis duo- 
decim,,Et Episcopi, Comites, Ahhates, has homines qui hoc heneprae- 
videcmt, habeant loricas vel galeas et (ad) temporalem hostem, id est 
aestivo tempore, 

' Gf. the Encyclic, Capit. of 806 (Pertz m, 145), ita ut wms 
quisque cdballarius habeat scutumj et lanceam, et spatham, et semi- 
spatamy arcum et pharetras cum sagittiSy et in earris vestris utensilia 
dvoersi generis. 
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to be up to a late period the sign of rank both among 
Frankish and Anglo-Saxon warriors. 

An examination of the laws of Canute concerning 
Heriot^ brings out the interesting fact that no one under 
the rank of thane had a sword to pay, because such was 
not a weapon suitable to his degree. The earls, however, 
were compelled to render 8 horses, 4 helmets, 4 coats of 
mail, 8 spears, 8 shields, and 4 swords, the king's thanes 
2 swords etc., while the ordinary thane was required only 
to provide his own sword, horse, and equipment. Thus all 
who had swords had also horses to render and according 
to Kemble* the nimiber of horses and weapons may be 
equivalent to the number of men, which each person was 
expected to bring into the field. Thus the requirement 
from the earl must have been to bring 4 horsemen 
equipped with sword, spear, shield, helmet, and c6at of 
mail: and also 4 footmen armed with spear and shield. 
This corresponds exactly with the Capit. of the year 806 just 
mentioned, which assigns the broadsword only to horse- 
men, and receives confirmation &om the game laws of 
Canute', where only the head forester is in possession of 



^ A. L. ed. Thorpe, p. 177, law 72, or Ges. Lieberm. n, law 71, 
p. 856 ff. Laws of King Canute, Gesetze n, De Hereotis. And beon 
fa heregeata svd hit mkdM 8$. L Eorles svd fkr-to gd>ynge fast 
syndon eaMa hars, feower gesadelode 7 feower ungeaadelode, 7 feower 
hdmaa, 7 fe^er byman, 7 ehta spera^ 7 eaU sva feala scylda, 7 feower 
svmrd, 7 Uoa hund mancua goldes, 27. And syPpan cyninges fege- 
nes fe him nyhste syndon feower hors, ttoa gesadelode 7 twa un- 
gesadelode, 7 twa swurd, 7 feower spera 7 sva feala scylda, 7 helm, 
7 byman, 7 fiftig mancm goldes, m. And medemra fegna hors 7 
his gerkdlan 7 his wkpn, ofpe his heeds-fang on West-Sexan. 7 on 
Myrcan Uod pund 7 on East-Englan twd ptmd, 

« Her. Fer., p. 203. 

» A. L. VI, Vn, and Vm, p. 183. 
Keller, The Anglo-Saxon Weapon Names. 8 
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a sword.^ Kemble adds furthermore that the swords 
found in the Anglo-Saxon, Norman, and German graves 
were broad swords which could be wielded only by horsemen. 

In the Anglo-Saxon wills mention of valuable swords 
as part of the Heriot given to the royal lord on the death 
of a warrior occurs several times; but rarely in any will 
were more than two left except by a king or king's son, 
and in every instance they are regarded as costly gifts.* 
Ae6elstan left in his will two silver hilted swords, the one 
by Wulfric wrought, the other owned by Ulfcytil, together 
with a golden sword belt and eight other costly swords, 
to various relatives and retainers, the largest number of 
valuable swords left in any will. 

From a sentence in this will and from numerous 
passages in Beowulf and other poems' it is evident that 
famous smiths and theur work were held in great esteem 
and veneration among the Anglo-Saxons as well as among 
the Scandinavians, and Continental Germans, while the 
passing on of famous swords from father to son, or in the 
same family, was a well known custom. Striking, how- 
ever, is the almost total absence of proper names for swords 
in the Anglo-Saxon literature^ when contrasted with the 
vast number in the literature of Germany and Scandi- 
navia^ 57 sword names alone being extant in Old Norse, 
not including the names for helmets, axes, hammers, 
arrows, spears, shields, war-banners, etc., which amount to 
several hundred, while in Anglo-Saxon three or four only are 



1 Gf. also B. 1035. 

* Of. Chart. Th., p. 500, 505, 557, 596, and will of Aedelst. 577. 
> B. 1681, 1663, 795 etc. 

*■ Cf. B. Kahle, Altwestnordische Namenstudien, Idg. Forsch., 
Bd. XIV., p. 204. 
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to be found in the whole range of the literature. Nxgling 
the sword of Beowulf (B. 2680), Hrmting (B. 1457, 1659) 
Hunferfc's sword, perhaps Hun-Ldfing^j and the sword 
Mimming in the Waldere Fragments (1 *). The Kenningar 
are on the other hand frequent, so that the peculiar lack 
of proper names for weapons among a people resembling 
so nearly in ideas and customs their kmdred on the con- 
tinent among whom the naming of weapons was universal 
is hard to account for, especially as Norse or rather Danish 
sword names must have been known in England. 

From the Anglo-Saxon glossaries it is evident that the 
general term sweord corresponds to the Soman word spatha, 
the large two-edged broadsword, but is also employed to 
translate the word framea. For the earlier meaning of 
framea *spear', and the later one 'sword' consult the ar- 
ticle by MtillenhoflP, where it is clearly shown that the 
meaning of spear was original, and retamed until the 
'6^ century, where the last record of its use as spear occurs 
by the Jurist Ulpian.' The later meaning of sword be- 
longs to the Christian literature, and from the BibUcal 
literature* was adopted by Greg, of Tours, Isidor.^, and in 
the Lat. of the Middle Ages is used almost exclusively 
with the meaning sword. Jfg^e, sweord, sec^y and heoru 
are synonymous terms, the two last being poetical words. 



1 S. Beit. XII, 32, and Zachers Zts. m, p. 396. 

« Anz. f. d. A. Vn, p. 19—164.^ 

' Dig. 43, 16, 3, § 2. Arma sunt omnia tela, hoc est et fustes et 
lapides non solum gladii, hastae, frameae (id est romphaeae). Eomphaea 
= a powerful spear. 

* Cf. Psalms 97; 1618; 2121; 348 in theVnlgata where framea 
is used, in every other instance gladins. 

* Isid. Orig. 18 c. 68. iFramea verp gladius ex utraque parte 
acntus quod vulgo spatham yocant» 
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BU meaning 'sword' is also found only in poetry being 
especially frequent in Beowulf, but in the glosses is used 
to translate fakastrum "scythe". 

In Beowulf the sword plays a prominent part, the 
poetical Kenningar as well as the regular terms for sword 
being frequent. Thus it is variously designated as leoma 
the flashing light-beam (1570), beado-lBoma the battle-light 
(1523), brand the fire-brand (1454), fSa Idf the leavings of 
files (1032), laf a remnant, a precious heirloom (2628, 
795, 1488 etc.), hUde-segese or egese the battle-saw, the terror 
of the battle (3154), rnxgen-fultumCa) the mighty help 
(B. 1455), and gadwine the battle-friend (2735). The sword 
is named, moreover, e6§ from its edge (2506, 2578 etc.), 
ord from mucro, the point (1549, 556), while hU and mj^e 
next to sweord are the most firequently recurring terms 
for the great two-edged sword of the heroes. Three 
swords wrought by the giants are mentioned: the great 
sword in GrendeFs abode (1558), Wiglafs sword (2616), 
and that of Eofor (2979). A sword blade of styl is once 
mentioned in Beowulf (1533), but these blades were usually 
of iron (B. 2778) with richly adorned sword hilts of 
costly metal and set with pfecious stones cf. B. (2700) 
where the sword is fah and f«ted adorned with golden 
plates, (2192) the gdde gegyrede; ntes mid Qiabam pa sine- 
maififum selra on sweordes had. This last description recalls 
the golden hilted swords of the Atlaquil)a (stanz. 7). 

sjau eigom scdhus^ 

sverf fuU era 

hverjo ero peira 

hjglt or gdUe. 
Moreover the description of Grendel's sword hilt (B. 1694) 
is distinctly Scandinavian, the wreoffen-MU and wyrm-fah 
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being a very frequent Scandinavian ornamentation*, while 
the runic inscription is also characteristic.' 

Another reference to a sword bunden golde occurs in 
B. 1. 1900, the wunden-meel uortBttum gebunden represents the 
hilt as adorned with etching of some description, and set 
with jewels as also the ma&ffum sweord (1023). Corre- 
sponding to these descriptions and also to the hyrsted 
sweord adorned with gold (672) of Beowulf are such 
passages as a gold g&rised on guman sweorde (6n. 
Ex. 126), the sdr m«led swyrd (Jud. 230), a gold hiUed 
sword (Ridls. 56**), and the several costly swords referred 
to in the wills, many having hilts either of gold or silver. 

At first glance the frequency of the sword at this 
period, to be inferred from Beowulf and other poems, 
would seem to offer a direct contradiction to the laws, 
wills, MSS., and grave-finds, which prove conclusively that 
it is the weapon only of warriors of wealth and rank. 
A closer examination shows, however, that in the poems 
the costly swords mentioned, and the rich gifts of jewelled 
swords are always either the property of heroes, or the 
gifts of kings to great warriors. The single exception 
occurs in B. (1900), where the gift of a valuable sword 
to the boatswain by Beowulf gives him such an exalted 
position among his fellows that it proves the rarity of 
such a possession among those of his class. An absence 
of the sword in the equipment of the hall thanes occurs 
at 1. 1242, which may be accidental or a true statement 
of the case: 



^ On Dannenberger Bracteaten No. 8 and 4, and the Golden 
Horn of Gallehus. S. Dietr. Germ. X, p. 278 flf. 
« -Gf. Helgaqail>a 9. 
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Setton him to Joafdon Mde-randaSy iord-wudu heorhtan; 

peer on hence wees ofer addinge gff-ges^ene 

heado-sUapa helm^ hringed iyme frec-toudu prymlic. 

In an exactly parallel case Beowulf preparing himself 
for the night is described as giving his sword of rare 
worth to a servant to care for (671), in this instance the 
sword replaces the spear of the warriors mentioned in 
the passage previously quoted. 

The testimony of the MSS. as stated in the general 
sketch is to be used with great discrimination owing to the 
conventionality of representation at the early period. 
One fact is, however, perfectly clear, namely that the 
sword without cross-piece is never represented, pointing 
to the fact that at the time of the illuminations of the 
MSS. (in most cases later than the 9**^ cent.) the primitive 
iron sword of the grave-finds without cross-piece had com- 
pletely disappeared. The mountings of swords in the 
MSS. are usually colored yellow implying probably a sur- 
face of gold either from thin plates of this metal or from 
gilding. 

With reference to the MSS. in particular — Harleian 
603 shows comparatively few swords^ the angon and regular 
spear by far predominating over all other weapons. Where, 
moreover, it does occur it is plainly the property of kings, 
leaders, or picked warriors and has often a gold adorned 
hilt.^ At pages 13, 29, 33, 65 and 67 occur represen- 
tations of such, and at 69 two horsemen are represented 
armed with both angon and sword, the only example in 
this entire MS. of their being carried together. Comparison 
of the various illuminations leads then to the result that 



» Of. illus. to the IX. Psalm and to the Xin. opp. p. 8, where 
4 swords are found. 
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the angon or spear, and shield are the property of the 
ordinary warrior and not the sword. 

In Aelfiic's Heptateuch (Cott. Claud. B. IV) swords 
are much more frequent than in the Harleian MS., in 
many cases they seem to have taken the place of the 
angon or spear ^ and resemble the great broad swords 
recovered from the graves * with cross-piece and gilded hilt. 

The Psalter. Aureum' represents the ordinary soldier 
with spear and round shield, the leaders usually with 
the sword. 

An examination of the Psalter Illus. in the early 
Middle Ages^ gives the same results as the Psalter. Aureum. 

The great Psalter of Boulogne *, probably by an Anglo- 
Saxon artist between 989 and 1008, has a precise duplicate 
in many parts, in Oott. Tib. 0. VL Here are represented 
the achievements of David ; No. 2, the fight with Oohath^ 
shows the latter in full armour with sword, shield, spear, 
and a kind of body armour; No. 3 gives a representation 
of a sword with cross-piece and clover-leaf handle. PI. 39 
represents foot soldiers armed with the usual round shield, 
angon or spear, but also with sword.^ 

The remaining examples are from the Cott. Psalter 
now in Utrecht (fol. 91 V) showing a king with sword 
and scepter.^ 



» Of. p. 120, 122, 128, 161 etc. 

* Of. p. 22, 25, 40 and 104. 

» Eahn, Taf. XV, X und IX. 

* Anton Springer, Taf. H, HI, IV. 

* J. 0. Westwood, PL XXXVUI. 

* Of. Harl. 603, p. 69. 

^ Westwood, PL XXIX, and PL XXXV, from the Salisbury 
Psalter. 
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In Strait* the horsemen of the 8*^ century appear with- 
out either sword or shield, only the spear, but from the 
same century is a representation of a foot soldier with a 
sword and sword belt.' 

Turning to another, which, together with the laws, 
forms the most reliable source of information, the graves — 
their contents but serve to confirm previous statctoients. 
The swords recovered from the graves are of two kinds: 
1. the two-edged sword proper or long sword (Lat. 
spatha, gladius), 3 ft. long with a somewhat rounded point, 
perfectly flat, the earUer ones without, the later ones with 
a small guard or cross-piece, and a handle of ivory, horn, 
wood or some other perishable material. 2. The solid one- 
edged blade, the scrama-seaz with sharp point, rarely 
found in England, but frequent on the Continent. The best 
specimen of this class is the well known Thames Knife in- 
scribed with runes which is preserved in the British Museum. 

The oldest swords found in the graves consist of a 
rusted iron blade from 2Vs to 3 ft. long, the width near 
handle being about 2Vs inches, without cross-piece, double- 
edged, and tapering slightly toward the point, with a 
strig 4V« inches long. They are uniformally without 
pommel, the termination being merely a slight transverse 
projection from, the iron strig for the purpose of securing 
the wood, which completed the handle.' 

In the case of a sword recovered at Strood in Kent^ 



* D. and Hab. of the People of Eng., Vol. I, PI. XIII. 

* Id., for swords from 2^ and 10*^ centuries cf. PI. XXIX, 
No. 17, and PI. XIX. 

' For examples of this primitiye type see Sax. Obseq., PI. 
XXXIV, Hor. Fer., PL XXVI, figs. 1 and 2. 

^ For similar specimens cf. Inyent. Sepal., PL XIV, and Hor. 
Fer. XXVI, figs. 1 and 3. 
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the remains of a scabbard is oxydized on to the blade, 
the mterior being of wood, portions of which stiU remain 
together with a part of the outer covering, which resembles 
shagreen.^ For the relative proportion between the number 
of swords and spears found, s. p. 25, from which the re- 
lative scarcity of the sword becomes at once apparent, 
but 2 having been recovered from all Derbyshire, 15 from 
750 Kentish graves, and from 1010 graves examined by 
Cochet in Normandy, but 8 swords \5rere recovered being 
found only in the most richly provide graves. 

In the Later Iron Period No. 1 developed a cross- 
piece, two very early specimens from Gilton and Ooombe* 
showing the process of evolution, for here the cross-piece 
has projected but little beyond the edges of the blade. 
Eventually the guard became a very prominent feature 
of the Scandinavian sword.^ Proving beyond question 
that the type with well developed cross-piece belonged 
to the period in which the pagan practice of interring 
weapons with the dead had been abandoned, is the fact 
that genuine examples of this type found in England and 
in countries early christianized have, in most cases, been 
either dredged from the beds of rivers, or turned up among 
old foundations, though in districts where paganism held 
longer sway they have also been obtained from graves.^ 

The handles of later swords consisted of grip (hilt, 
haeft), pommel, and cross-piece, the grip, being as in the 



1 For continental specimens s. Lind., Das Museum in Mainz, 
PL XII, 3, 6, 7; Cochet, La Norm. Sout., PL VH, tg. 1. 

* Pag. Sax., PL XXIV. 

> S. Worsaae's Afbildninger n. 383. 

^ S. Pag. Sax., p. 47, and Hewitt, Ancient Arms and Armour, 
p. 31-37. 
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case of the earlier specimens, commonly fonned of wood, 
portions of which (identified as pine) have been dug up 
adhering to the strig. This cross-bar was usually straight, 
but it sometimes curved toward the blade in the manner 
characteristic of the Danish cross-piece.^ These cross-pieces 
of metal, as well as the pommel, were often richly deco- 
rated and gilded, the form of the latter being either 
trefoil, cinquefoil hemispherical, rounded, or triangular, 
examples of each being found in one or the other of the 
MSS. mentioned above. Compare finiihermore the nume- 
rous passages, cited at p. 36 £f. from Beowulf and other* 
Anglo-Saxon poems, referring to ornamental hilts, which 
are, however, extremely rare in the grave-finds four or 
five only having been recovered from A.-S. interments, 
owing in all probability to the fact that such costly weapons 
were retained as heir-looms in the family of the deceased 
warrior and not buried with him. Later disturbance of 
the graves for the sake of their contents may also have 
contributed to bring about this scarcity of sword-finds. 

A rare specimen of such a hilt comes from Coombe 
in E. Kent* found with another sword in a richly provided 
grave. This handle which is well adapted for a firm 
grasp is adorned with two metal fillets of bronze gilt at 
the pommel and cross-piece (cf. the silver hilted sword of 
Aedelstan), the whole of which is ornamented with a 
characteristic plaited pattern, and possesses a curious in- 
dented ornament on the pommel. 

^ S. specimen in Brit. Mu., also MSS. Cott. Tib. c. VI, fol. 9, 
and Gleop. G. Yin, the sword from the river Witham, Hor. Fer., 
PI. XXVI, fig. 5, Arch. Jour. Vol. VI, p. 76, and Hewitt's Arms 
and Armour, Pi. IV^ figs. 9, 10, 11, taken from Bahr's Livonian Col- 
lection. 

* Pag. Sax., PL XXIV, or CoUec. Antiq. II, PL XXXVm, fig. 1. 
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A second one from Gilton^ of silver gilt is remark- 
able for the metal loop and movable ring. This perhaps 
served for the appendage of a charm or talisman, possibly 
for one of the large crystal beads found only in the graves 
of men (cf. B. 672 hyrsted sweorcC). 

Nmnber three is a sword pommel, engraved with 
runes, from Ash*, which corresponds to the gold-hilted 
rune- engraved sword described in Beowulf (1695). Two 
more, one from the Isle of Wight and a second from 
Beading' together with a beautiful hUt of soft brown 
wood in the British Museum with mountings of gold filagree 
of the usual windmg A..S. pattern, and set with garnets, 
complete the list of discoveries in the graves of fine spe- 
cimens of the gold-smith's art. 

Danish or rather Scandinavian swords have been 
discovered surrounded with chains of gold, or wound with 
fine iron or gold wire* with which may be compared 
B. (1564) fetd-hilt . . . hring mad gebrxgd^ or covered 
with plates of gold and silver as in Beowulf (1694). Also 
from the latest pagan period come specimens with riinic 
inscriptions let into the blade such as on king Hacon's 
sword Kuembitr.^ 

For years it has been surmised that these swords, 
owing to their obtuse point, were not used for the thrust. 
Sidonius Apollinaris, however, disposes of this question 
with the words: Alii habetatorum caede gladiorum latera 



» Arch. XXX, p. 132, or Pa«. Sax., PL XXIV. 
2 Pag. Sax., PL XXIV, fig. 3. 
» S. De Baye, p. 19, fig. 2. 

^ S. MonteliuB, Die Kultor Schwedens in vorchristlicher Zeit, 
figs. 133, 134, 164. 

'^ Cf. Worsaae's Afbildninger n. 883. 
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dentata pemumerant. Alii caesim atque punctim fora mir 
natos circtdos loricarum metiuntur} 

Number 2 the Scrama seaz, the single-edged long 
knife or short sword, is found in many graves in France 
and Germany, but is of extremely rare occurrence in 
England, being found only in the graves at Ozingell in 
Kent, and appears but seldom in the MSS. or in the 
poems. In the glosses the word is frequently used to 
translate the Lat. culter, but in the compounds J^eoh-seax 
= Lat. semispatha, and hype-seax = hftd sweord^ 
while in prose it refers in general to the small knives found 
in almost every grave of both sez both in England, France, 
and Germany. In the poetry on the other hand it refers 
to the short sword or Lat. machaera.* These sword 
knives are probably the cultri validi (quos vtdgo scrama 
saxos vacant) of Greg, of Tours' who describes them as 
incised or grooved. Worthy of notice in this connection 
also is the battle-call of Hengist to his followers on arriv- 
ing in England Eu Saxones nimid cure 'Saxes!*" and of 
Widukind^ erai autem mis diebus Saxonibus hngorum 
cuteUarum tisus^ quibus usque hodie Anglii uiuntur, morem 
gentis antiquas sectantes. 

An excellent example from the cemetary at Ozingell* 
16 inches long, of iron, and provided with a cross-piece, 
corresponds point for point with the illustrated A.-S. Psalter 



» Lib. m, Ep. 3. 

> Gf. B. 1545 for the seax used by GrendePs mother, also 
Gri. 1141, and Ra. 766. 

» Lib. IV. c. 46, Vm, 29. 
^ Nennius, c. 46 p. 37. 
» Lib. I, c. 6. 
• Hewitt, PL IX, fig. 1. 
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of the Due de Berri in the Paris library* where the spear- 
man's adversary appears to be employing such an instrument 
as that from the Kentish grave. The handles were pro- 
bably of wood, and the Thames knife is inscribed with 
runes, and the name of the soldier who bore it. An in- 
teresting discovery at Kingston Down, Kent was a short 
sword or dagger 10 inches long with a silver pommel 
neatly set with oblong squares of calcareous paste.^ 

StsBf-sweord. 

The staff- sword, known to the ancient Egyptians 
and Greeks, was among the Romans identical with the 
sparumf the peasants' weapon, which combined a broad 
blade with a wooden sta£f.' 

This curious weapon is also met with in Merovingian 
and Carolingian graves* and is found recorded in A.-S. 
Glossaries, though no trace of such has been discovered 
in the grave finds. 

In the Middle Ages this weapon received in German 
the name Glafe from Fr. glaive and was applied to the 
lance of the knights. The Fr. guisarme (gisarme) refers 
also to a kind of Gldfe, or sta£f-sword. 

This weapon is also wide spread among non-European 
peoples being known to the Japanese and Chinese^, and 
to certain African tribes. 



1 Hewitt, p. 51, No. 8. 

• Invent. Sepul., p. 55 and for the usual setzx Collec. Antiq. n, 
PL LVIU, Invent. Sepul., PI. XV, and Hor. Fer., PI. XXVI, fig. 6. 

» S. Jfthns Trutzwaffen, p. 260 and Taf. XXVHI, figs. 6, 7, 8, 
and 9. 

^ The same fig. 11. 

* Cf. Jfthns, p. 174 and 262, also H. B. Meyer, Seltene Waffen 
auB Asien, Afrika und Amerika im kdnig. Ethnogr. Mus. zu Dresden. 
Leipzig 1885. 
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Possibly the change in meaning oiframea ^spear' to 
Word' is to be connected with this weapon half spear, 
half sword, although it is by no means certain. 

The Sheath. 

The sword- sheath was usually of wood covered 
with leather, and sometimes mounted in bronze.^ In the 
British Museum is a sword found at Battle Edge, Oxfordshire, 
which retains the bronze chape and locket of its scabbard. 
These were sometimes gilded and even of gold. Occasio- 
nally the sheaths where adorned with a winding ,or snake 
pattern so characteristic of the period, and one bronze 
chape inlaid with figures of animals in gilt has been 
discovered.* For a Derbyshire example constructed of 
thin wood, overlaid with leather, and covered with a 
pattern of alternate fillets and lozenges, see the article by 
Bateman.' 

The curious type of sword scabbard entirely of bronze 
is in all probability of northern manufacture, such having 
been found in parts of Scandinavia, and is not of Anglo- 
Saxon make.^ Frequently the scabbard is oxydized on to 
the blade of the sword as in the specimen from Strood, 
it being impossible to separate the one from the other. 

The Sword Belt. 
Among the Romans the cingulum mUitiae, a leather 
girdle worn about the hips, and used solely to support the 



* For bronze chapes cf. Sax. Obseq., PL XXXTV, and Fair. 
Graves, PI. in, fig. 3, also Lind., Merov. AltertOmer, fig. 122. 

« S. Arch. 38, p. 84, or Hor. Far., PL XXVI, fig. 3. 
» Arch, jour., VoL Vn. 

* For the specimen from Yorkshire s. Hewitt, p. 44, and cf. 
Arch. jour. X, p. 259. 
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sword, was sharply distiDguished from the cingulum for 
gh-dmg the tunic. Among the German tribes on the 
contrary the two feU together, and the cingulum nnlitiae 
was no longer sword belt alone, but supported the clothing, 
served as pocket etc. Originally the sweord-fdel was a 
leather strap, more or less ornamented, attached directly 
to the sheath, girt about the waist, and fastened with a 
buckle; the buckles and tongues being frequently found in 
the graves of the Merovmgian period. These are gene- 
rally of bronze, sometimes of copper, and the metal is 
not infrequently gilded, embossed, or enamelled, some 
being set with garnets and other stones.^ 

Often these belts were richly adorned, accounts of 
golden sword belts being not infrequent, cf. Procop.* for 
an account of such among the booty, Greg, of Tours* 
who describes a baUheum magnum ex auro lapidibusque 
preciosis omatum, Eginhart in his Epitome of the Hist, of 
France, also writes et gladio semper acdndus, cujm captdus 
ac bdltheus aut aureus aut argenteus erat, and Wm. of 
Malmesbury, who gives an account of the sword belt 
given by Alfred to his son Aedelstan as follows: quern 
etiam praemature militem fecerat, donatum cJUamy de coccinea 
gemmato baltheo, ense Saxonico cum vagina aurea. 

The belt is also occasionally worn across the body 
suspended from the right shoulder as in the Cott. MS. 
Tiber. 0. VI, fol. 9.* 

The Anglo-Saxon wills mention some richly adorned 
A.-S. sword belts; thus in Chart. Th. 657 j^ass swurdes 

» Pag. Sax., PI. XXVin, XXIX, and XXXIX, fig. 1. 
2 BeU. Vand. lib. II, c. 9. 
» Lib. X, c. 21. 

* Cf. also Strutt, D. a. Hab. of the People of England, PI. XXIX, 
No. 17. 
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mid pam sylfrenan hilte was attached to fone gyldenan fetUs; 
in the will of Aederic^ his sword mid fetde is part of the 
Heriot] also mention is made of a gyldenan fetds} 

In the 13^^ century the sword sheath was attached not 
directly to the belt, but was suspended by means of small 
leather straps and rings, so that it could easily be detached 
without removmg the belt itself. This enabled the warrior 
further to carry his sword in his hand if so desired. This 
then was the origin of the cingulum mUitaris or bcdtheus 
militariSy which was known in England as the hcHderich, 
the encircling with which attended the ceremony of 
knighting in the days of Chivalry. 



The Bow and Arrow. 

Notwithstanding the fact that the bow and arrow 
was the weapon of primitive man, and known to every 
nation, the terms for arrow have had an individual deve- 
lopment in the various branches of the European division 
of the family of languages and are not descended from 
one Idg. ground form. The Germanic word for bow is 
N. Europ. taking its name from the form of the same, 
the Greeks, on the other hand, deriving their name t6£ov 
*yew' from the material of which the bow was made. 

As the spear so also was the bow used both for war 
and the chase, and certainly served in this double capa- 
city among the Germanic tribes, although the statement 
is frequently made that the bow was not employed among 



» Chart. Th. 51687. 

* Chart. Th. 55812, and s. San Marte^ p. 139. 
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them as a weapon of war. In answer to this cf. Caesar^ 
for mention of arrows among the Gauls; Procop.* and Aga- 
thias» for mention of the non-carrymg of bows among the 
Franks in a certain expedition, which proves conclusively, 
however, that they had been or were at the time common 
among the soldiery. 

For reference to the use of bows among the Alemannen 
and Goths cf. Ammian Marc.^ and Jordanes^, while Greg, 
of Tours* describes the Frankish troops as armed with 
swords and arrows. Furthermore on the Tiberian Cameo of 
the Paris library the bow is represented among the weapons 
of the conquered Germans, as also on the Antonine Column. 

Turning to the laws the Lex Salica^ contains the 
amount of wergeld to be paid for the injury of the shooting 
finger, which corresponds to the English law of AeOfelbirht® 
and of Alfred. In the Capit. of Charlemagne from the 
year 813* the bow with two cords and twelve arrows is 
ordered as part of the equipment of every Frankish foot 
soldier, while bows with arrows and quivers are ordered like- 
wise for the cavalry in the Epist. from the year 784.^^ The 



^ Sagittariosque omnes, quorum erat permagnus numerus in 
Gallia, conquiri jubet Vercingetorix. Bell. Gall. VH, 31. 
« B. Got. n, 25. 

* U, 5, 0. under spear. 

* XIV, 10. 

* De re Get. c. 5. 

• V, 20; .n, 37. For further references to M. Lat. authors s. 
San Marte, Waffenkunde, p. 179ff. 

' 8i secundmm digitum, quo sagittatur^ excusserit, sol. XXXV 
culpabilis judidtur. Lex. Sal. XXXI, 6, ed. Baluze p. 301. 

• C^f man scyte-finger of-slasM Villi scilL gehete. S. Part. 11, 
p. . . and^ sd^, 

• No. IX, ed. Baluze, p. 508. 

^0 Epistol. Caroli M. ad. Fnlradum Abbatem St. Dyonisi. 
Keller, The Anglo-Saxon Weapon Names. 4 
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arrow strange to say is not mentioned in the laws of 
Canute. The Beowulf, however, and other poems give 
abundant evidence of the use of bow and arrow as wea- 
pon of war among the Anglo-Saxons long before the 
Norman Conquest. For instance the lines in Beowulf be- 
ginning 3114 — JVw scedl gled fretan 

ungena strengd, 

pone-pe oft gehad isem scure, 

fonne strada storm, strengum gebseded, 

scoc ofer scild-wedUy sceft nytte hedd^ 

feter-gearwum fus flane fuU-eode, leaves no room for 
doubt as to their use in battle, or compare 1. 1433 where 
mention of flan-bogan occurs, together with the here-striel, 
again at 1744, while at 2437 appears the form hom-bogan, 
which Schulz (H5f Leben 11, 17) describes as 'a wooden 
bow covered with a layer of horn here ticker there thinner 
in order to give it greater strength for casting the arrow'. 
The hom-bogan of the Anglo-Saxons may, however, be 
named from the curved ends of the bows in comparison to 
straight ends, horn weapons not otherwise occurring among 
this people (cf. in this connection horns of a saddle). In 
other poems occur such expressions as flanes flyht (By. 71), 
flan-geweorc {On. 613), draca ne fleogeO (Fins. 3) etc. with 
several similar expressions from the Judith, Elene, Exodus 
and others. 

At the battle of Hastings, moreover, arrows were 
employed on the English side, though few in number^ 
while the battle was won by the Normans through their 
superior archery.* 

1 8. Bay. Tap., where a single archer only is represented on 
the £ng. side. Also copied in J&hns Trutzwaff., Taf. XXXIX, fig. 4. 
^ Cf. E()hler, Entw. d. Kriegsw. Bd. I, p. 1 ff. 
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Poisoned arrows were known to the Anglo-Saxons as 
to all Idg. peoples from the earliest period^ cf. An. (1331) 
Laetaff gares ord earh attre gemsd in gedufan in fteges 
ferfi!, and in reference to the sword Hrunting in B. 1459 
ecg wses iren ater-tanum fah showing the use of poisoned 
weapons. 

Important evidence, for the use of bow and arrow, for 
other than hunting purposes, later than the 8^ cent., is 
offered by the representations of such in the MSS., when 
carried by warriors. Cf. Cott. MS., Cleop. C. Vni, Claud. 
B. rV, Tiberius C. VI all in British Museum, the Prudentius 
MS. of the Tenison library, and the illus. of the 24*^ Ps. 
representing a bowman and a quiver for arrows in the 
centre (Anton Springer, Die Psalt.-IUus im frtih. M.-A., 
Tafel n und IV), and the VII Psalm of Harleian 603. 
Cf. also the ivory figures of two archers forming part 
of the cover decoration of the prayer book of Charles le 
Chauve, each holding a leash of barbed arrows and the 
figure of a warrior from the Stuttgart Psalter^ provided 
with coat of mail, helmet, and bow. 

Owing to the decaying of the wood no trace of bows 
have been found in the graves with the exception of eight 
preserved in good condition in the tree coffins near Ober- 
flacht, and some few found in the moors. Although these 
graves date from a slightly later period, the contents 



* Cf. Rigveda VI, 75, 15, where two kinds of arrows are dis- 
tifignished, bronze and those smeared with poison. ^ Pliny, Nat. 
Hist. XXVI, § 76, 21, mentions poisoned hunting arrows. The 
Lex Biguyariorum, Tit. ni, 'si quis com toxicata sigitta alicui sangainam 
faderit cam sol. XII componaf, and the Lex Salica XIX, 'si quis 
alteram cum sagitta toxicata percutere yoluerit, solidis LXII cal- 
pabilis jadicetar\ 

* WeiB, KostOmkonde 11, fig. 268. 

4* 



s. 
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agree so exactly with those of the Merovmgian period 
that the long bows here preserved may be regarded as typical 
for the German peoples of the continent and probably for 
the Anglo-Saxons. These bows were of yew, seven feet 
long, curving very slightly, strongest in the middle, and 
tapering gradually to the ends where the bow string was 
made fast.^ The finds from the Nydam moor were not 
so uniform, the bows varying in size from four to eight 
feet, and either quite plain or ornamented, they had sharp 
metal points at the comers and dated approximately from 
the third cent., Roman coins pointing to some such date 
having been discovered with them. These bows are often 
made from one piece of wood, others are of several pieces, 
but in every instance heavier and stouter toward the centre. 

The arrows discovered with the afore-mentioned bows 
(three for each) were completely dried out as might be 
expected. The shafts were about 2 ft. long, somewhat 
stronger at the top than at the bottom, and with Mtts 
for the feathering. Remarkable is the fact that the metal 
arrow points had completely disappeared, although the 
smtiU clamps used to attach them to the shaft were still 
present, and only a brownish red coloring was seen where 
the points should have been. Some of these arrows 
attained a length of 3^/s ft., while a quiver found with 
them about 2 ft. long points to much smaller arrows. 

The arrow heads may be divided into 3 classes: 

1. Round and smooth with a spike which was driven 
into the wood of shaft. 

2. Leaf shaped with a cusp to fit over the shaft 

3. Those with barbed hooks. ^ 

1 Cf. Lind., Merov. Altertttmer, fig. 46. 
* For other divisions s. Lind., p. 154. 
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Number 1 prevailed among the Romans, while 2 and 3 
are the prevailing forms found in German graves, which 
make it extremely difficult to^ distinguish between these 
and the light spear heads (darod).^ Although John 
Y. Akermann denies the existence of arrows among the 
Anglo-Saxons for the purpose of war*, and identifies all 
heads resembling arrow points as belonging to a light 
spear, the fact remains nevertheless that certain dis- 
coveries of arrow points, although in very few instances 
authentic, have been made. Thus for instance in Invent. 
Sepulchrale a find of arrow heads containing both the 
barbed and triangular forms, the latter approaching some- 
what the bolt shape, fi*om Chessel in Kent is described. 
Nenia Brit.' contains an iron arrow head from Lancashire, 
while Bateman^ gives an account of an arrow head dis- 
covered in Derbyshire. Their extreme rarity may be due 
in part not to their scarcity among the Anglo-Saxons but 
to their rapid decomposition and, on account of small 
size, entire disintegration in a moist soil. 

The arrows were carried in a quiver, which was 
probably slung over the shoulder after the manner re- 
presented in fig. 114 of Montelius (Urkultur Schwedens). 

The highest pitch of excellence in archery was attained 
in England under Norman rule, as was demonstrated by 
the supremacy of English archers in the hundred years' 
war with France, a skilled archer being able to shoot 
600 yards. 



1 Cf. Lind., figs. 47 and 48, Cocbet, La Norm. Sout., PI. XV, fig. 9. 

« Arch. 30, p. 171. 

« PI. XIX, fig. 7. 

« Ten Years' Diggings, p. 126. 
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Owing to this great skill with the bow archers were 
retained as regular troops in England until 1627, and to 
this day archery has remained a favorite sport of the 
English nobility. For further development in Middle Ages 
cf. DiUon.! 



Arcubalista. 

The arcubalista, OE. ar&a2e^^, was introduced into 
England from France after 1000. It was known among 
the Chinese, however, as early as 1200 B. 0., appeared 
later among the Greeks, and was known to the Romans 
in the 4*^ cent. A. D. under the name arcubalista or bow 
hurling machine from Lat. arcus and Gr. ^({XXsiv. Cf. the 
column from a Roman grave at Polignac sur Loir^ in the 
museum at Puy, for a Roman cross-bow and quiver*, and 
also Veg.' Fu^ibalos arcubcMistas et fundas describere super- 
fluum puto, quae praesens t^us agnoscit pointing to general 
use of same at this period. Ammian. Marc* and Jor- 
danes^ ascribe the carrying of cross-bows to the Groths, 
and then follows silence until the 10*^ cent, when it again 
appears in an MS. of Louis IV. (937), and toward the end 
of the cent, in a bible from St. Germaine now in the 
Nat. Lib. at Paris. * It was in use during the Crusades, 
and during the 12*^ cent, appears to have come into 
general use again. For the iHustrations from the Chron. of 



^ Arch. Tackle in the Middle Ages. 
« Jtthns, Trntzwaff., Taf. XL, fig. 9. 
» E. R. M. n, 15 and IV, 22. 

* xxn, 8. 

* De re Get. c. 6. 

« S. Jahne, Trutzwaflf., Taf. XL, fig. 11. 
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Math. Paris, in the 13^ cent., showing numerous cross- 

I 

bows, cf. Strutt/ 

The cross-bow consisted of a very strong bow, ori- 
ginally of wood, afterwards made of steel or iron, fastened 
in the centre to a wooden shaft. It possessed in addition 
a lever, the aim of the whole being to increase the 
force of the shot, and was known as an arbalestre with 
crows (footlever). In the 12*^ and 13*^ centuries this 
cross-bow was strung with the hand, and the artificial 
means of spanning came first in the U^ cent.« 

The projectiles used were bolts — catapulta — so 
heavy that only a few could be carried upon the battle 
field. These were carried in a quiver, and both quiver and 
cross-bow were carried slung over the shoulder by means 
of a strap. The cross-bow was not so true as the bow, 
and the bolts were shorter and less accurately made than 
the arrows, but when they struck they penetrated every 
thing. Cf. Lampr. Alex. 2262 

die Armborst unde di phUe 

tdten ime vil grosen schaden. 
At the most eight shots only to the minute were possible, 
and furthermore the thick strings when once dampened 
could not be used as was the case with the Genoese 
bowmen at Orecy. On the other hand in sieges where 
the bolts could be supplied promptly without the necessity 
of carrying, and some one was near to help span the bow 
they could be used on the walls with deadly effect against 
the enemy attacking from below. 



^ Angleterre Andenne, p. 25. 

> For the farther development s. Wendelin Boeheim, «Bogen 
und Armbrast» (Z. f. hist. Waffenkonde 7. Dresden 1898). 
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The Aze. 

The axe though not primarily a weapon of war has 
served as such among all nations in their early stage of 
development since the Pre-historic Age. From the primitive 
wedge-shaped stone axe of the Stone Age^ developed the 
battle axe of the Bronze Age, a yariation of which was the 
celt, used for close fighting and for throwing, the chief 
weapon of the Celtic tribes', which was in turn superseded 
by the iron war axes at an early period of the Christian 
era. Later these became the favorite weapon of the 
northern tribes especially among the Franks and the 
Scandinavians. 

That the axe was not a common war weapon of the 
Greeks and Romans is a well known fact, war axes being 
mentioned but twice in the entire Iliad ^ once where 
Pisandros is described as carrying a battle axe beneath 
his shield, and a second time in the battle about the 
ships.^ On the other hand among the Franks of the 5^^, 
6*^, and 7*^ centuries, the chief historians bear testimony 
to its frequency. Thus Sid. Apol. describing the war 
like appearance of the Franks says excussisse citas vastumper 
inane bipennes^ et plagae praescisse locum Pan. Majorian, 
while in Epist. XX the throwing axes appear under the 
title securibus missUibm dextrae refertae. Procop. in the 
6^ cent., and Agathias^ in the 7^ assign tcSXsxoc and 
icIXexoc a|JL7iaxd(i.o<; as the chief weapons of the Franks. 
Greg, of Tours also ^ employs both the terms hipmnis and 

1 Jahns, Trutzwaflf., Taf. in. 

» Jahns, Taf. II. 

« Bk. Xm, 1. 611. 

< Bk. XV, 1. 711. 

» Lib. II, c. 5. 

• n, c. 27. 
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secufiSj and enumerates sword, axe, and spear as the chief 
weapons of the ordinary soldiery at the time of Clovis. 
Flodoardus and Hincmar^ mention the franeisca, while 
Isid.^ at the beginning of the 7^^ cent, remarks that the 
hipmnis was called by the Spainards, i. e. Goths, franeisca. 

In the case of the battle axe archaeological research 
has corroborated history, the Frankish grave-finds being 
rich in frandscas found together with the spear and shield. 
The difficulty, however, is to reconcile the kind of axe 
found with the terms lipennis and i^tpi(iz6]io^ of the 
historians^ both of which undoubtedly convey the mean- 
ing of douUe-^ixey while all those discovered in the graves 
are single. 

The three principal types of axe met with in the 
grave-finds are: No. 1 the genuine franeisca or 
thro wing-axe, which although varying in size and weight 
is the lightest and simplest of all axe forms^, with a 
comparatively short handle, and blade broadening out to 
a flat quarter of a circle with the peculiarity that the 
middle of the blade does not coincide with the middle 
of the axe head, this position of the blade probably 
strengthening the force of the blow when hurled. No. 2 
much more seldom found in the graves of the Rhine 
Franks, is a slender axe with slightly curved or 
straight blade, the middle of which is horizontal to the 
centre of the axe head.^ In fig. 91 is a still further evolu- 



^ Hist, fiemens I, 13, and Vita St. Remigii. 
« Orig. XVIII, c. 6. 

' Cf. Veg. V, 15. — Bipeimis est seeuris hdbens utraque parte 
latiswmum et acutissimum ferrum, 

^ Lind., MeroY. Altert., figs. 84 and 85. 
'^ Id., figs. 87 and 91. 
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tion of this blade, which form serves as connecting link 
between the francisca and the broad -axe. No. 3, the 
war or broad-aze\ has the widely extended blade 
characteristic of these axes, which was retained even into 
the Middle Ages. This type is often found together with 
the francisca in the same grave. 

Calling to mind the description of the hipennis given 
above, and the frequency with which it is employed by 
the M. Lat. writers it must strilse even the most casual 
observer as curious that out of the hundreds of Merovingian 
graves opened not a single double axe in the true sense 
of the word has as yet been discovered. Why is it, 
and how can it be accounted for? Lindenschmidt* offers 
the suggestion that the double axe forms may at one 
time have been prevalent, but that at the time of the 
Merovingians they were either no longer or very rarely 
used, and so it came about that the term hipewnis at 
first applied by the Romans to the double Asiatic battle 
axes may have lost its significance^ and have beai applied 
to any axe. This explanation is very plausible, especially 
considering the change of meaning which framea has 
undergone, but notwithstanding that fact the description 
for instance of Yeg.' quoted above is so exact, that it 
scarcely leaves room for doubt that such an axe must 
have existed at the time of writing. Boach Smith, Aker- 
mann, and RigoUot agree with Lindenschmidt that the 
bipennis of the historians is not an actuality. Wylie* 



1 Lind., Merov. Alter., figs. 92—94. 

* Id., p. 197. 

* S. p. 57. 

* Arch. XXXV, p. 228-231. 
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and Abb6 Cochet^, on the other hand, have attempted to 
prove its existence on the basis of a certain find made 
at Parfondeval, identifying a double axe found there, 
of very soKd and weighty proportions, with one vertical 
blade shaped like a fromcisca, and another smaller and 
of horizontal form^, with the iciXexoc 3i|jL7iat(i|JLoc of Agathias. 
On a Grecian urn in the British Museum, Theseus is armed 
with a double axe, not very dissinular from a double 
frandsca, and axe No. 13 of PI. XVI illustrating the paper 
on the Scythian Tumulus near Asterabad' is likewise a 
double axe resembling the one from Parfondeval. It 
must be added, nevertheless, that this is the only specimen 
extant in France, Germany, or England answering in any 
way to that description, and there is, moreover, a sus- 
picion of its being a carpenter's tool, it bearing a strong 
resemblance to the carpenter's axes of the Romans. Having 
been found in a warrior's grave is evidence for its use 
as a weapon of war, which does not prove beyond 
question, however, that double axes or even this double 
axe was in use as a weapon among the Franks. 

Though agreeing in so many details with the Frankish 
graves, the Anglo-Saxon interments differ widely in this 
instance for out of many hundreds of graves opened only 
8 axes in all have been recovered, while in the Rhine 
Frankish region the proportion of finds is about one axe 
for every fifth warrior's grave. These 8 axes, however, 
though so few in number offer an almost exact correspon- 
dence to the Continental forms, the taper axe^ found in 

1 La Norm. Sent., p. 232. 

« Arch. XXXV, p. 229 for cut. 

* Arch. XXX. 

^ Pag. Sax., PL XXIH. 
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the river Thames strongly resembling the francisoa though 
not identical, while the Kentish axes &om Coombe and 
Bichborough^ closely resemble fig. 6 from Selzen and fig. 4 
from Livonia.^ A small iron axe from Colchester^ cor- 
responds to the axes taken from the graves of Frankish 
youths. Of. the axe from little Wilbraham*, from Favers- 
ham and from Beachdown^, which together with two 
from Ozingell, Kent complete the list. 

In the MSS. axes appear in the Cott. MS. Cleop. 
C. Vni and Harl. 603, double axes appearing twice in 
the later^ but this MS., not being earlier than the close 
of the 11*^ cent., has no weight as evidence of their use 
in England at an early period. 

For the later period also the Bayeux tapestry must 
be taken into consideration ^ there every man on the 
English side is represented with a battle axe, and further- 
more the historians and poets, who have later described 
this battle, without exception, assign the battle axe to the 
English as characteristic weapon. Compare for instance 
Wm. of Malmesbury*s description of the English army 
at Hastings pedites omnes cum bipennibtis, conserta ante 



1 Arch. XXXIV, p. 179. 

> Akermann, Celt, and Teut. Weapon, p. 9. For French 
examples s. La Norm. Scut., PI. VII, IX, XI, and for Danish 
Worsaae's Copenh. Ma., p. 68 and 69. 

« Hor. Fer. PL XXVII, fig. 18. 

* Sax. Obseq. PI. XXXIX, fig. 83. 
^ Arch. Index, PI. XIV, fig. 20. 

* For reprodaction s. Celt, and Teut. Weapons, p. 12. 

7 Descrip. de la tapisserie Bayeux par M. Lancelot Im 8. Band 
der M^m. de PAcad. des Inscrip. et Belles Lettres. Also — G. KOhler. 
— Die Entw. des Kriegswesens und der Kriegsfdhrong in der Bit- 
terzeit, Bd. 1, S. 1—55. 
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se scutorum testudine^ impenetrahUem cuneum faciunt^. In 
the Gtesta Guilielmi Ducis Nonnannorum ' is found jactant 
AngU cuspides clc diver sorum generum tela, saevissimas 
quasque secures et tignis itnposita saxa. Wace^ writes 

Geldones Engleiz haches portoient 

Egisarmes hi hein tranchoiant^ 
the terme egisarmes, occurring again in the Statutes 
of Wm. of Scotland (1165—1214)*, has the very unusual 
meaning of 'axe': Et qui minus hdbety quam 40 solidos, 
habent gysarum, quod dicitur Hand axe. Also Extr. de la 
Chron. de la Norm, contains the statement 

Et sitost comme les Anglois les virent fuir 

Us cammencerent a poursuivir 

Chasquun la hache a son cci. 

The axe is wanting altogether on the Norman side. 
The axe here carried is in all probability the Danish 
battle axe with moderately long handle, the favorite 
weapon of the Norsemen, which under Canute became 
the weapon of the ordinary Anglo-Saxon soldier, and is 
not as is usually supposed the retention of the old Conti- 
nental axe owing to insular isolation and the conservatism 
thereby engendered, long after the Continental Germans, 
had ceased to carry rt. This theory of conservatism has 
hitherto found much favour, but has been upset by the 
scarcity of axes in the grave-finds, proving that it was 
never, as the francisca with the Franks, the weapon of 
every Anglo-Saxon warrior. It remained, however, in 



^ Gesta Regum Anglornm, c. 241, p. 414. 

« p. 201. 

» 12927. 

* Cap. 23, § 4. 
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England after the Conquest, for in the 15^^ cent. Fishart 
(Gargantua) speaks of the throwing of the English Beihdy 
which eventually developed into the helbard, and remained 
in use until late in the Middle Ages. 

The Lidere or Sling. 

The sling was well known to the Anglo-Saxons, 
although very rarely mentioned in the literature, owing 
to its use being confined to the lower classes. Reference 
is made to it in Sal. 27, otherwise it is found only in 
the glossaries. 

Among the Franks the assurance of Agathias^ that 
in the year 553 no slings were carried by the Frankish 
army {nroves conclusively that it was not unusual for 
warriors to carry such. Furthermore a Capit of Charl. 
No. X' appoints secures, taretros^ fundibtdas for those men 
qui exinde bene sciant jactare^ indicating clearly that 
slingers formed a certain part of the Frankish army at 
that time. In all probability the same usage existed 
among the Anglo-Saxons at this period, but the direct 
proof for this comes from a later period, the sling being 
in use among them as late as 1066. For a representation 
of this weapon s. Westwood', the plate being taken fronoi 
the Great Psalt. of Bologna (executed by A.-S. artists in 
the Abbey of St. Bertin between 989 and 1008) where 
David appears unariped except for the sling in his hand. 

The slings may be divided into two classes, the 
simple more primitive type made of a leather band 



* n, c. 5. 

> Ed. Balaze, p. 509. 

* Minatures and Ornaments of A.-S. and Ir. MSS., PI. 88. 
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or strap with an open pocket in the middle for the 
projectile such as is represented in the above mentioned 
Psalter, and on the border of the Bayeux tapestry*, and 
the staff- sling, or stssf-lidere , a later development of 
the same. For a description of this cf. Veg.*, who 
describes the staff as four ft. long, in the middle of 
which is a leather sling (funda), which weapon is handled 
with both hands, and throws stones like the onager. Ac- 
cording to San Marte the Greeks named the ballista (a 
machine for hurling stones) onager^ and the Romans 
manganum,^ In the OE. Glosses^ moreover, ballista is 
several times glossed by stxf-lifiere OE. Gl. 3442^^, Hpt. 
Gl. 423*^ and Ep. **^, so that it may be concluded that 
the stxf-lidere was an instrument for hurUng stones 
with considerable more force than the simple sling.^ 

The projectiles used, OE. ges^ot, have been discovered 
in several places in Europe^, and were either stones, 
lapides missiles, or leaden balls, which were carried by 
the slinger in a hanging pocket. Leaden projectiles with 
Etruscan, Greek, and Roman inscriptions have been found, 
the Roman ones bearing usually the mark of the legion 
upon them. The Romans first employed slings in the 
Punic Wars cf. Jfthns.® That small darts were sometimes 
shot appears also from the report of Treball (Claud, c. VIII), 
that the German battle field was found covered with small 



1 S. Jahns, Trutzw., Taf. XI, fig. 7 for cut. 
« Ep. r. Mil. ni, 14. 

* S. San Marte, Waffenkunde, p. 275. 

^ Gf. Lind., fig. 45, for the representation of each a sling 
from the Chron. of Matth. Paris. 

• CoUec. in Mu. at Vienna. — Jtthns, Trutzw., Taf. XI. 
« Taf. XI, fig. 6, for a Roman slinger. 
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lances after the battle, as also the use of the word pila: 
gesceot WW. 143^^ jpSa having reference to somethmg 
pointed, a stick with pointed head. Egg-shaped stones 
are also to be seen in the Museum at Mainz.^ 

The War club. 

Whether the War club was in use among the Anglo- 
Saxons or not rests upon the authority of two Aelfrc. 
glosses WW. 140'*, 143 ^^ no mention occurring elsewhere, 
nor are any pictorial representations of the same at hand 
earlier than the 11^^ cent. The real solution of the matter 
depends then ontheinterpretation of the Lat. words cautegia, 
clava, tentona, which have been variously described 
by writers of the period. Thus Isid.* writes of the clava 
as follows — Clava est, qudis fuit HerctdiSy dicta, quod 
sit Clavis ferreis in vicem religata^ et est cubito semis facta 
in longitudine. Gf. the cateia — Haec est catda qmm 
Horatitis coQam dicit . . . est enim genus gaUici feli ex 
materia quam maMme lenta, quae jacta quidem nan longe 
propter gravitatem evolat; sed quo pervenit, vi mmia per- 
fringit. Further Hujm meminit VirgUius^y dicens: TetUonico 
ritu scliti torquere ca/tejas. Unde et eos Hi^ani et OcXli 
teutonos vocant. 

Important is the remark concerning the skill in 
throwing Quod si ah artifice mittatur, rursus venit ad 
eum qui misit, which recalls the bomerang of the Austra- 
lians. Compare also Ammian Marc.^ who reports that 

^ For the nse of slingg at the battle of Hastings compare the 
passage quoted from the Geerta Gulielmi Dncis Norm, at p. 61. 

« Orig. xvm, 7. 

• Aen. VII, 740. 

* XXI, 7. 
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the barbari (Goths) ingentes clavas in nostras conjieientes 
ambustas, destroyed the left wing of the Roman army 
with such clubs. The above mentioned glosses read as 
follows: — Cautegia. i. telum: gesceotWW. 140*®; clava, 
vel cateia, vel teutona: anes cynes gesceot WW. 143*^, 
which in the light of the above passages point at least 
to the anes cynes gesceot as being some sort of a war club 
for hurling at the enemy. In this connection cf. the hammer 
of Thor Mjolner, which always returned to his hand after 
bemg thrown. 

The clava may have been among the Anglo-Saxons, 
and certainly was among the Franks, a strong heavy 
wooden club with a decorated handle of gold or silver.^ 
Cf. also the reproduction of the Bayeux tapestry for the 
representation of such a club in the hand of Bishop Odo, 
brother of Wm. the Conqueror, and for further use espe- 
cially in MHG. poetry s. San Marte.^ 

• 

War-machines. 

War-machines among the Anglo-Saxons are, as in the 
case of the war club, largely a matter of conjecture, no 
A.-S. term for, such being preserved except the single word 
ram^ for, in the description of the storming of a town in 
king Alfred's translation of Orosius', the Lat. word balUsta 



^ Cf. Monacb, San Gallensis I, 34. 

3 Waffenkande, 196 ff. 

' /a gegaderade Begulu8 ealle fa scyttan fe on fam fard&e 
waeron, fe hy mon mid flanum ofercome, ac fonne hy mon sloh o&&e 
aeeaff, fonne gla& hit on fam sdllum swylche hit ware smi&e Iren^ 
fa het he mid fam pal is tar mid fam hy weallas bracan, fonne 
hy on f(B8tenne fuhton fcef hire mon mid fam fwirer onwurpe. Or. 4, 
6, p. 399. 

Keller, The Anglo-Saxon Weapon Names. 5 
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ls simply turned into pcUistar, which would lead naturally 
to the conclusion that an Anglo-Saxon word for the same 
was lacking. The basis for the conjecture that such existed 
is the Lat. word phcHarica, which occurs in the Hpt. Gl. 
(425 *'), and has usually the meaning of an arrow, or burn- 
ing arrow shot from a machine. Cf. Gloss. San germ., 
No. 501 fcHarica, genus arcae grandis aut genus tdi. Gloss, 
of MS. R. (Hpt. Gl.) fdlarica^ lancea magna, telum mulieris. 
Greg, of Tours^ gives the meaning of lance, while Isid. Orig.* 
describes falarica as fallows: falarica est tdum ingens, tomo 
factum, habens ferrum cubitale et rotunditatem de plumbo 
in modum sphaerae in ipsa summitate. Didtur etiam et 
ignem habere affixum. Hoc autem tdo pugnatur de turnbus^ 
quas Fhalas did manifestum est . . . Phalis (i. e. turns 
lignea) igitur dicta est Phalarica, sicut a muro muralis. 
Later the name of the object hurled was transferred to 
the machine, which hurled it, the meaning of the same 
being identical with mangana. 

The ram, the favorite siege machine of the Romans, 
was used frequently in connection with the taratrum, a 
machine for breaking down walls. There were three dilBFerent 
kinds of ram in use among the Romans, the first sus- 
pended, the second running upon rollers, and the 
third carried by the men, who jworked it, often 
consisting of a mere wooden beam with a bronze or iron 
ram's head at one end for battering down the walls of the 
besieged town. No description of such is to be found in 
the A.-S. literature, ihe word ram (usually referring to the 
animal) being found only in the glossaries, a few times 



1 IV, 35. 

« orig. xvni, 7. 
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among lists of war-equipment, but with no further notice, 
which would enable an idea to be formed as to which of 
the three methods of working the ram was employed by 
the Anglo-Saxons. 

The use of stones in war is also several times men- 
tioned.^ This does not, however, necessarily imply the 
use of war-machines, it being possible that the stones were 
thrown down from the wall, but it suggests nevertheless 
the possibiUty of the existence of such machines for 
hurling stones in sieges among the old English inhabitants 
of the island. 



III. The Weapons of Defence. 

The Shield. 

Taking up in this second division the protective 
armour, the shield will first be discussed as the oldest 
weapon of defence, the general introduction of helmet 
and coat of mail among the Germanic tribes taking place 
at a considerably later period, and under foreign influence. 

Old as is the shield, however, not one of the Euro- 
pean names for the same can be traced in the old Indian 
or Sanscrit, and there is a possibility of its being regarded 
as an Ureuropean weapon owing to this singular absence 
of the word in 01., it not once occurring in the Rigveda. 
Among the Greeks the Homeric shield is described almost 
without exception as round, while among the Romans 
six diflferent types existed, the best known of which the 



1 Or. 4, 10, p. 416, 428, and obolisci: Stanes Hpt'.-Gl. 44629. 

6* 
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scutum or long shield had the form of a half or third 
cylinder. This Roman long shield of wooden plates, 
covered first with linen and above this leather, bound with 
an iron band aroimd the edge, was used by the heavy 
infantry, while the lighter round shield or parma, 
borrowed from the Greeks, was the form chiefly used by 
the light infantry and cavalry. Later followed the intro- 
duction of oval, oblong, and six-sided shields, the form 
of which perhaps served to distinguish the different divi- 
sions of troops. From the Greeks also came the half- 
moon-shaped shield, the pelta. To the metal shields 
belonged the clypeus, a small oval brass or bronze 
shield, while the cetra and ancile were small oval 
shields covered with leather. This leather covering 
was of oxenhide, often seven layers thick, over which 
frequently a metal plate was nailed, and in the middle a 
richly ornamented knob of metal (the umbo), adorned at 
times with the emblem of the eagle, wolf, or half-moon. 

According to Tacitus^ the shield was well known to 
the Germanic tribes before the Roman invasion, being 
either of basket-work or wood, of enormous size, and 
painted diflferent colors to distinguish the various tribes.* 
Finding these great unwieldy shields too clumsy in their 
conflicts with the Romans, smaller shields from 3 to 4 ft. 
long gradually replaced the basket-work aflfairs, and in the 
Merovingian period the round or slightly oval shape adopted 
from the Roman bronze shield, so valuable for its light- 
ness, became the universal form among Franks, Alemannen, 
and Anglo-Saxons. 



* AnnaleB 11, U, Germ. VI and XLin. 

« Of. Caesar, B. G. U, 33, and Hottenroth, Taf. 13, No. 3. 
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At this period on the Continent as in England the 
chief material used for these shields was linden-wood, 
often covered with leather as among the Romans, with a 
metal bound edge to insure greater strength, together with 
an iron umbo in the centre, and an iron bar beneath, 
which served as handle. Scarcely a vestige of wood or 
leather has been discovered in the grave-finds, which 
makes all the more valuable the testimony of such writers 
as Greg, of Tours and Paul. Diac. concerning the material 
ofFrankish shields. According to the former^ these were 
of wood, the soldiers of Sigebert having made use of 
their shields to swim across the Rhone, as did Leo and 
Attains in their flight across the Mosel, while Paul. Diac* 
relates that the army of Childebert dying of hunger, con- 
sumed even their clothing and shields, which could refer 
only to the leather covering of the latter. From the 
writers such as Sidon. ApoL, Agathias, Procop.* it may be 
learned that the shield together with the spear formed 
part of the equipment of every Frankish warrior. 

An examination of the Capitularies quoted at p. 32 
further proves that not only the footsoldiers but also the 
horsemen were provided with shields, while the Lex Rip.* 
assigns a value of 2 soUdi to shield and lance together, 
showing how common a possession they must have been 
at that time. Furthermore a glance at the laws concerning 
the punishment for loss of shield shows in what dishonor 
it was held for a warrior to have lost his shield, the loss 



1 IV, 30 and HI, 15. 
» m, 31. 
«S.p.l9ff. 

^ Si quis weregeldum solvere dd>et scutum et lanceam pro duobus 
$olidi$ tribuat — tit. XXXVI, No. 11, ed. Baluze, p. 37. 
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being at first punished by a fine of 15 sol.^, which later 
fell to 3^, as the shield gradually lost its earlier importance 
as chief weapon of defence through the introduction of 
protective armour. The Anglo-Saxon. laws agree substantial- 
ly with those of the Franks, as early as the time of 
Aedelstan a law for the punishment of dishonest wheel- 
wrights occurring^ and from the laws of Canute* it is seen 
that shield and spear were part of the ordinary equipment 
of every Anglo-Saxon warrior, even the lesser thanes, and 
those under the rank of thane, who had no sword to 
render, being equiped with both spear and shield. 

A glance at the wills ^ is sufficient to show that in 
almost every instance the number of spears and shields 
bequeathed is double that of the swords, coats of mail, 
and helms pointing clearly to the rarity of the latter in 
comparison to the former. 

In the Glossaries the Lat. words for shield seem to 
be used absolutely without reference to the distinction 
between the various kinds of shields, the Lat. scutum 
pelta, parma^ etc. being glossed indijBFerently by scyld, hord 
etc., so that no conclusion as to the shape of the Anglo- 
Saxon shield may be drawn fi:om the use of the Latin 
terms. Two words for shield, nowhere else recorded with 
this meaning have also been found in the Glossaries, del 
translating pelta, and tude, tud: parma. The word lind 
is poetic only, found frequentiy in Beowulf and other poems 



1 Lex. Sal. tit. 33 de conviciis. 

^ Lex. Sal. a Carolo M. emendata, de conviciis 33, No. VI. 
3 Feor&e: pat nan scyld wyrhta ne lecge nan scepes fell on scyld; 
7 gef he hit do gilde, XXX scill. Ges. Lieberm., p. 158 [15]. 
« S. pages 33 and 34. 
» Chart. Th., p. 596, 573, 505, etc. 
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together with rand or hUde-rand — more frequent in 
Beowulf than scyld — , and bord, bordtoudu, pointing clearly 
to the material of which the shield was made. That this 
was only in very rare instances of metal may be inferred 
from the passage in B. 2337^, where Beowulf orders an iron 
shield that will withstand the terrible fire of the dragon, 
this being so unusual that special mention is made of the 
same. No specimens of metal shields have been found 
in A.-S. interments, although of rather frequent occurrence 
in Scandinavia. 

The Anglo-Saxon MSS. are rich in the representation 
of shields, but are absolutely valueless for reconstruotive 
purposes before the 9 ^ or 10 ^ centuries, the majority of 
these MSS. being not earlier than the 10*^ century. In 
Harl. 603 (11*^ century) the Anglo-Saxon warrior is repre- 
sented armed with angon or spear, and round shield, 
often colored yellow^ the horsemen as well as foot sol- 
diers being so armed. ^ At p. 57, moreover, the sharp- 
pointed umbo or boss exactly corresponds to some of the 
Kentish grave-finds, while the ornamentation of the horse- 
man's shield, mentioned above, appears to be along radiat- 
ing lines diverging from the centre and sloping toward 
the edge. Exactly the same characteristics are observable 
in Aelfric's Heptateuch^ in the Psalt. Illus. im fniheren 
Mittelalter^, and in the illus. from old Irish and A.-S. MSS. 
by J. 0. Westwood — Comment, on Psalms by Cassio 



^ Heht him fa gewyrcean wigendra hUo 

eall'irenne toighord torastlic, 

a S. MS. p. 8, 18, 50, 57, etc. 

^ Lind., fig. 222 for representation of horseman from Harl. 

* Claud. B. IV, p. 22, 25, 26, etc. 

* Anton Springer, Taf. IX, HI, and II. 
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dorus\ from the Utrecht Psalt.* (9*^ century), from the 
Salisbury Psalt.' (10*^ century), from the Great Psalt. of 
Bologna* (corresponding closely to Cott. Tib. C. VI, Psalt. 
of the 10*^ century), and Cott. Psalt. Tiber. C. Vl.^Cf. ftiriher 
a drawing from the Stuttgart Psalt.^ with round shield 
and helmet (about 950), and the representation from the 
Psycomachia of Prudentius (Paris, Nat.-Lib.) of two warriors 
wearing Phrygian caps and carrying the A.-S. round shield 
with sharp-pointed boss.^ The shields from the Bayeux 
tapestry prove nothing as to EngUsh equipment, being in 
every case a representation of the pointed long shield of 
the Normans. 

Very far from clear is the history of Anglo-Saxon 
shield-ornamentation, which is largely a matter of con- 
jecture, the only sources of information being isolated 
passages in the poems, and reports of other than A.-S. 
writers concerning the similar shields of the Germans of 
the Continent, the shields themselves having come down 
in such a state of preservation, that only the (iron) umbos 
and handles have remained, and precious stones if used 
for their decoration have long since perished. Judging from 
a Celtic shield in the British Museum^, of bronze with a 
slightly oval boss decorated with three pointed oval pieces 
of coral, and two small studs of the same material near 
by, from the few Anglo-Saxon bosses of the precious 

1 PL xvn. 

a PI. XXIX. 

• PI. XXXV. 

• PI. XXXIX. 
» PI. XLVL 

• Hefner-Alteneck, PL L. 

7 Reproduced in Jfthns Kriegsatlaa, Taf. XXXVn, fig. 6. 

8 S. Hor. Fer., PL XIV. 
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metals discovered in the grave-finds, and from the des- 
criptions of MHG. poetry, it may be surmised that the 
principal decoration of the Anglo-Saxon shield was the 
button upon the shield boss, and the nails used to fasten 
this boss to the shield. The rand-leag may also, in ex- 
ceptional cases, have been of gold or other metal set with 
stones, although there is no direct proof from the grave- 
finds, and the few passages from the poets regarding 
shield-ornamentation do not specify the mode of decoration. 
T!he geolorand of B. 438 may be taken as a reference to 
a golden band encircling the shield rather than to the 
yellow color of the linden-wood, the usual interpretation 
of the expression, while the pryd-hord stenan (El. 151) 
is an exactly parallel case to the Stain-bord of the Hilde- 
brands Lied, which may have reference to a shield with 
both rim and boss adorned with precious stones of some 
description. Furthermore the fmtte scyldas of B. (333) un- 
doubtedly point to golden ornamentation, while lord beorht 
(B. 231), and bord-wudu beorhtan (B. 1243) refer either to 
a shield glittering with gems, or what is much more likely 
to a decoration of some sort with gold and silver, probably 
boss and shield-rand. In this connection cf. Or. (6, 25 *^^), 
who mentions anne gyldenne scyld. That the decoration 
was also at times in lines diverging from the centre is 
clear from the shield of the horsemen from the Harl. MS., 
perhaps painted, perhaps adorned with metal discs resembl- 
ing those found in the interments at Great Driffeld 
(s. p. 78). For richly adorned Frankish shields cf. the 
description of Sid. Apoll.^ of the snow, white roimd shields 

1 Clypeis laevam partem adumbrantibas, quornm lux in orbibus 
nivea, fulva in umbonibus, ita censam prodebat et studlum. 
Epist. XX. 
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with gold bosses of certain Frankish or Gothic yoaths 
in the triumphal procession of Sigismer, and the gold 
shield presented to Charlemagne by the Pope, and de- 
posited with him in the grave. From a much later period 
cf. the shield of Brunhilde ^ of dlrdtem gold einen schUdes- 
rant mit stdlhertem spangen michd unde hreit, and vers. 37 
man sack ouch da zebrochm vU manege huckd starc^ vU der 
edden stein e gefeUet uf daz gras. 

The supposition is not unUkely that the German 
tribes, after the fashion of the Greeks and Romans, may 
have adorned their shields at this early period with devices 
such as the eagle, wolf, or boar*: cf. Wand. 98, where a 
shield wall adorned with dragons, the war emblem of the 
West-Saxons, would do away with the difficulty of the 
passage, not a single direct proof, however, can be adduced 
to support the theory, the sole instance of a shield (other 
than Roman), from this period m England, bearing such 
an emblem is the bronze shield (mentioned at p. 72) upon 
which the figure of a boar was nailed, and which is un- 
mistakably of Celtic origin. The bearing of family crests upon 
the shield arose certainly not before the 12*^ century.* 

From the grave-finds together with the MSS. has it 
been possible to reconstruct the Anglo-Saxon shield with 
a considerable degree of certainty, although wood and 
leather have completely disappeared, the iron boss and 
handle, together with a few nails alone remaining. As 
already stated in connection with the MSS. the usual shield 

1 Nib. B. 414. 

* Cf. Tac. (Germ. 43) for the various colored shields distin- 
guishing the different tribes. 

3 For a full discussion of Y^hich and the later development in 
the age of Chivalry s. San Marte, Waffenkunde, p. 103. 
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was round, made of linden-wood, covered with oxhide^ 
and about 18 inches in diameter, being not longer than 
the length of the extended arm. In the centre was a 
large hollow iron boss, back of which the wood was cut 
away to make room for the hand between the boss and 
the iron handle, which extended across the hollow of the 
boss. The buttons, which were fastened to the boss at 
its apex, were sometimes tinned or plated with silver and 
gold, as were also the nails used to fasten this to the 
wood of the shield, which was additionally strengthened 
by a metal band extending around the edge.^ In the 
graves the position of the shield boss varied greatly, being 
found on the breast, on the right arm, upon the knees, 
and beneath the head. 

These umbos or bosses vary considerably in form, 
the four divisions, however, given by Lindenschmidt' form 
the ground types to which most of the others conform, 
subject to more or less variation. The first three only 
are found in Saxon graves, No. 173 being the most fre- 
quent in Anglo-Saxon interments. Fig. 175, distinguished 
by its conical shape (a height of 4 inches being some- 
times attained), and extremely narrow rim, is much more 
unusual, though foimd in great numbers in Kentish graves, 
while the fourth type No. 176 is found only in West- 
Frankish and Burgundian interments. For a very similar 



^ S. p. 70, note 3. 

* S. Hewitt, Arms and Armour, PI. XIX, XX; Cochet, La 
Norm. Sout., PL VIII ; Wylie, Fairford Graves, PI. X, figs. 3 and 5 
Smith, Coll. Antiq. II, PI. 36, figs. 5, 6, 8, Vol. HI, PL H, 1—7 
Lindenschmidt, A. M. Z. 173—181; Douglas, Nen. Brit, p. 113 
Kemble, Hor. Fer., PL XXVII. 

» Merov. Altert., figs. 173—176. 
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umbo to the Kentish ones cf. Mestorf.* The umbo, usually 
of iron and not exceeding six inches in diameter, was 
made fast to the shield by means of 4 or 5 rivets driven 
through the rim into the wood beneath. Such an umbo 
with the rivets still in place was found at Gilton, the 
3 iron rivets, with flat round heads nearly 2 inches 
broad, having part of the wood of the shield still adhering to 
them, which from the length of the rivets appeared to 
have been half an inch thick. A round hollow iron 
cylinder an inch and a half in diameter and about 5 inches 
long was found beneath, bound with some string not 
unlike our pack thread, which has been identified as the 
handle. The use of these iron bars, always found with 
the umbos, was for a long time uncertain, until the 
discovery of a skeleton at Brighthampton, whose left 
hand was found encircling such an iron cross piece within 
an umbo, removed all further doubt as to their purpose.* 
For a very unusual specimen with a hide covering over 
the umbo as well as the shield proper s. Arch. Jour.^ 
Also for an enormous hemispherical umbo seven inches 
across from Kingston Down s. Invent. SepuL* 

Once only have remains been recovered by Goddard 
Johnson^, enough of which remained to show the form of 
the shield to have been circular, with laths of wood 
converging from the extremity to the umbo. These laths 
were fastened to the body of the shield, probably of wood, 



1 Die vaterl. Altert. Schles-Holst., fig. 709. 

2 Arch. XXXVII, p. 391, and for handle s. Sax. Obaeq., 
PI. XXXVIU, and Lindenschmidt, Merov. Altert, figs. 177—181. 

8 XI, p. 98. 

* PI. XV, fig. 19. 

* Collec. Antiq., Vol. II, p. 237. 
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with twine or pack thread so well preserved that it could be 
unwound to the extent of a yard or more. The sketch 
of the shield remarkably resembles that carried, by the 
horseman in the Harl. MSS.^, with lines radiating in the 
same manner from the centre. An interesting find in 
a grave mound by Gokstad in southern Norway of an 
entire ship decorated with 32 shields on each side shows 
the Viking shield also to have been round.^ This ship 
of the dead hung with shields recalls the funeral pyre 
of Beowulf (3139) hdmum behongen, hilde-hordum heorhtum 
bymum, swa he hena wseSy a survival of which heathen 
custom may perhaps be traced in the custom of hanging 
the shield of the dead warrior in the church, which arose 
in the Middle Ages under christian influence. 

The ornamented umbos are rare, but such bosses 
plated with silver, together with the nails remaining in 
the broad rim, have been found at L. Wilbraham, while 
from Ash comes a fine specimen exceeding six inches 
in diameter, ornamented at the top with a thin plate of 
silver on a ground of mixed metal, composed of copper 
and calamine, riveted to the iron point. Five studs of 
the same metal around the rim are thinly plated with 
silver. This umbo has a concavity continuing to a pointy 
and does not exceed ^jio of an inch in thickness. In the 
British Museum is an umbo with an enormous silver 
button, together with a very beautifully chased button of 
the finest workmanship, excavated at Barrington, Cambridge- 
shire', of gilded bronze attached to the umbo by three nails. 
The workmanship of this button recalls the finely chased 

1 lind., fig. 226. 
« Montelius, fig. 168. 
• De Baye, p. 85. 
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fibulae of the Anglo-Saxons, for on the bronze can be 
traced the head of a swan, and in the neighbouring com- 
partment lies what may possibly be the letter S. 

A most unusual find at Great DrilBFeld, Kent* was 
of an umbo not unusual in itself, but found together with 
3 iron discs to be placed on the shield to strengthen it. 
This is a very rare find, such discs not having been dis- 
covered at all on the Continent, and only at one other 
place in England. 

The best preserved specimen of a rim is that from 
the shield found in the Torsberger Moor. The wood is 
practically intact, and the boss and randMag of bronze 
are partially preserved.* Although few traces of this rim 
have been found in Anglo-Saxon and Frankish graves, 
that most of the shields were so strengthened may be 
inferred from the frequent use of the word rand for shield, 
and the phrase from Gn. Ex. (94) scyld (scecd) gebunden 
leoM lindenbord. 

In battle the shield was carried at arm's length, the 
bearer thereby breaking the force of the weapon hurled 
against him, even if it penetrated or broke the shield (of. 
dypeos rotare of Sid. Apoll., Panegyr., Major.). Furthermore 
in case of need the umbo was used as a kind of defensive 
or striking weapon against the head and breast of the 
opponent. When not in use the shield was probably 
slung at the back by a strap over the shoulder, a con- 
clusion drawn from the figure from the Harl. MS.* 



» Pag. Sax., PI. rx. 

« S. Mestorf, Vaterlftnd. Altert., Taf. 45, fig. 513, and Taf. 44, 
fig. 545. 

• Of. Arch. XIX, p. 77. 
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The number of shield umbos found in the various 
interments varies greatly being poorest in W.-Prance, 
where from the great cemetaries of Londoniferes and 
Envermeu from 860 graves only 4 umbos were recovered, 
while from the Anglo-Saxon gravefields of Gilton, Kingston 
Town, and Sibertswold from 532 graves 58 such bosses 
were unearthed, 18 being found at Gilton alone. In 
Germany also the proportion varies, from Pridolfing only 
8 to 10 being found while at Nordendorf from 500 graves 
40 such were brought to light. 

The Helmet. 

The basis for this and the following sketch of the 
coat of mail is the Leipziger Diss, of Hans Lehmann, 
Briinne und Helm im Angelsachsischen Beowulfliede^ which 
deals with the main points in question. Certain matters 
of detail have been altered perhaps in a few instances 
investigation of the original MSS., however, in the Bri- 
tish Museum and a comparison with other Anglo-Saxon 
poems and Glossaries have led, practically to the same 
results as those stated in the above mentioned Diss. 

Previous to the Carolingian period it appears to be 
almost an impossible task to ascertain with any degree of 
certainty the appearance of the Anglo-Saxon helm. It 
may, however, be stated unqualifiedly that, like the bymie, 
its origin was not Germanic^, non hricam Germano non 
galeam, and patms loricae^ vix uni alterive cassis aut galeae, 
but was of foreign origin, and it was long before the 
freedom loving barbarians hampered their movements by 
encasing their limbs in steel , or covered their heads with 
metal. 

^ Tac. Ann. II, 14, and Germ. VL 
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As with the coat of mail so with the helmet, the chief 
sources of mformation for this early period are the laws 
dealing with the heriot etc., and a few notices from con- 
temporaneous Continental historians. 

In the Salic law the helm is not even mentioned, 
but in the Ripuarian a worth of 6 sol is set upon it 
against 12 for the coat of mail.^ From the year 813 
Cap. IX ^ concerning the arming of troops, demands 
that the upper classes shall come armed with loricas and 
gdeas beside the usual equipment! Ine's Law 54 ' towards 
the end of the 7 ^ century reads as follows : gif him man 
gilty fonne mot he gesdlan on fara hyndenna gehwelcere 
monnan and byrnan and sweord on pest wer-gild^ gif he 
Pyrfe, omitting the helm, which is not mentioned until the 
beginmng of the 10 *»> century in Anhang VH 2^^, In the 
laws of Canute*, the Earl had 4 helmets to pay, likewise 
the king's thane, but the middle thane had neither helm 
nor coat of mail to render, showing that they were costly, 
and exclusively the possession of people of rank. The 
helmet is several times mentioned in wiUs together with 
the sword and bymie^ in the will of Archbishop Aelfric 
(1006) the very unusual number of 60 helms and 60 coats 
of mail being bequeathed by him to his royal lord 
together with his best ship. Greg, of Tours ^ mentions the 
lorica and galea as worn by the FrarJdsh warriors under 



^ Bruniam bonam pro 12 Sol. tribuat, helmum cum directo pro 
6 Bol. tribuat. Tit. 36, XI, ed. Baluze, p. 37. 
« Oapit. of Oharl., ed. Baluze 608. 
8 Ges. Lieberm., p. 114 [54], 

* S. p. 33. 

5 Chart. Th. 556, 549, 572, etc. 

• X, 3. 
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Ohildebert in 590, and in another chapter^ assigns the 
hehn to the regular equipment of Frankish nobles.* 

Another source of information is the description of 
Anuerin, a Gaelic bard, who as eyewitness of the battle 
against the Saxons at Cattrae wrote the following: 300 
warriors in gilded armour^ three armour clad troops with 
three leaders, who wore golden necMaces, Armed were they 
with Jcnives in white sheaths: they wore four-cornered helmets. 
Some had spears and shields, the latter from deft wood. 
Their leader carried a rounded shield: he was equipped with 
scale armour, carried a death-dealing spear, and wore the 
skin of a wild least These 300 warriors are to be regarded 
as picked troops, which fact, combined with the laws of 
England and the Continent, leads to the conclusion that 
in the 8*^ century, the helm was worn only by the highest 
class of warriors, even as late as the beginning of the 
10^*^ century it belonged still to the comparatively rare and 
costly equipment, and only in the 11*^ did it begin to 
be more general. 

The seal rings of Alaric and Childeric represent the 
warriors with body armour, but without helmets', also 
the metal figure found in the tomb of Queen Thyra*, while 
on the Xantener and Kranenburger^, as well as on the 
English ivory casket of the 8^ century, figures both with 
and without helmets are represented. On the other hand 
the French minatures of the Carolingian period together 
with the Ashburnham Pentateuch point to the almost 



1 IV, 42; V, 23. 

* Cf. further Paulus Diac. V, 40, and V, 23. 

8 Lind., Merov. Altert., figs. 201, 202. 

« Weifi, EostUmkunde, fig. 199. 

« Lind., Merov. Altert., figs. 203, 204. 

Keller, The Anglo-Saxon Weapon Names. 6 
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universal use of helmets for warriors of rank. The great 
difficulty, however, is the genuineness of the represen- 
tation i. e. whether they represent the helmets really worn 
by the people in question, or whether they are only con- 
ventional or barbaric representations of Roman originals 
as is the case with the whole of the defensive armour in 
general. In the Codex Aureus the waflriors are armed with 
spear and helmet or some kind of head protection, while 
their leader Saul appears in a four-cornered helmet^ 
resembling that of one of the body guards of Charles le 
Chauve, minus the crest*, which is in all probability the 
four-cornered helmet of the Franks.^ In the Utrecht 
Psalter (written in England or by A.-S. monks) are seen 
everywhere round shield and spear, but the helm seems 
to point to a leader or warrior of wealth as the rank and 
file are not so represented.* In Harl. 603 at p. 13 is the 
first appearance in this MS. of a four-cornered helm with 
crest, which bears a strong resemblance to that of the 
bodyguard of Charles le Chauve. At 57 appears another 
warrior so equipped, and in Aelfric's Heptateuch* similar 
figures. 

Much more frequent is the head covering known as 
the Phrygian cap. In the French Codices its occurrence 
is not frequent, but it is seen in the Utrecht Psalter^, 



1 Rahn, Taf. IX. 

> WeiJQ, Eostflmkande, fig. 266. 

' Gf. description of Anuerin above. 

* Springer, Taf. IV, and cf. farther Essenwein, Cultorhist At- 
las II, Taf. XVII, fig. 8 (from a Prudentius MS. in the nat. lib. Paris), 
and Hefner- Alteneck, Taf. 32, fig. D. From a parchment illlamina- 
tion in the Brussels library. 

^ Claud. IV, B. pages 104, 158, 154, etc. 

• Rahn, Taf. IV. 
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in the Stuttgart^, and Salisbury Psalter* (10^ century), 
where it is worn by four of the figures, apparently without 
other warlike equipment being here perhaps merely a 
leather cap. Such a helmet or cap is worn by Goliath 
in the Great. Psalt. of Bologna', and the horseman, 
mentioned at p. 77 from the Harl. MS., is provided with 
the same kind of cap or helmet.* In the MS. of the Psyco- 
machia of Prudentius (10^^ century) a warrior appears with 
the usual round shield, spear, and this same cap or 
helmet.^ — Judging from its use by other than warriors 
it may be suspected that this cap though represented in 
many MSS. with the color of metal is, nevertheless, only 
a strong leather cap, perhaps strengthened with metal, 
worn by many of the Anglo-Saxon men,and, when colored, 
represents only the delight in color of the artist not that 
the caps themselves were of metal. 

Toward the 10*^ century are discovered in some of the 
MSS. the representation of simple conical metal helmets 
one of which is seen on the head of a figure from the 
ivory casket from Xanten®, likewise from the Salisbury 
Psalt.'', from Harl. 603 p. 68, and from the Stuttgart 
Psalt.® the figure of an archer with exactly the same 
kind of helmet as that on the Xantener casket. The art 
of the Carolingian period was, however, so strongly in- 



* Hefner- Alteneck, Taf. XXIV, fig. A. 

* Westwood, PI. 35. 

* Westwood, PI. 38. 

^ Gf. farther p. 15 of the same MS., and pages 22 and 25 of 
the Aelfiric MS., where sach caps are again represented. 
^ S. Jahns Kriegsatlas, Taf. 37, fig. 7. 

* Lind., Merov. Altert., fig. 193. 
» Westwood, PI. 35. 

« Weifi, KostOmkunde, fig. 268. 
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fluenced by the Roman -Byzantine art that conclusions 
from the representations of the MSS. alone, without fur- 
ther verification from grave-finds, chronicles, Anglo-Saxon 
poems, etc., cannot be reUed upon. 

Turning now to the grave -finds it is but natural to 
expect that, since helmets were at least everywhere known, 
and to a certain extent worn by the Ger;nan tribes both 
of the Continent and in England at the time of the 
CaroUngians, at least some trace of such should be found 
in the graves of an earlier period than that of the Mero- 
vingian epoch, and in England, in some few instances, 
such remains have been brought to Ught. In the Frankish 
graves of the Continent, however, not a single authentic 
example has been found (all those unearthed being of 
foreign manufacture), and only in England and from a 
later period in Scandinavia are certain proofs at hand. 
For a specimen of the conical helm corresponding in all 
respects to that of the helm represented on the Xantener 
Casket cf Smith ^ for a reproduction of what appears to 
be the framework of a helmet dug up at Leckhampton 
Hill near the skull of a skeleton. The metal is thin- 
bronze, and the question as to Saxon manufacture imme- 
diately arises. As iron was used exclusively by the 
Saxons in the manufacture of their arms, the bronze would 
seem to speak rather for Roman or Celtic origin, but 
with the scarcity of specimens at hand, two from all 
England, H is impossible to speak with certainty. Setting 
aside, however, the question of origin, it proves the ancient 
use of helmets by Anglo-Saxon warriors, and the later 
development of the same in the 10*^ and 11*^ centuries 



1 Coll. Antiq. il, 36 or Ten Years' Diggings by Bateman. 



— 85 — 

may be traced from such a form as this. The helmet is 
* formed of a frame work of crossed metal bands of bronze 
united and held at the top by a button, and underneath 
by a circular head band to which, it is stated, was at- 
tached a complete chin chain, which was destroyed in the 
process of excavation. 

The second specimen* discovered by Bateman at 
Bently Grange is so rare, so unusual, and of such value 
for corroborating certain passages in Beowulf that a ftdl 
description is thought not out of place. Bateman* describes 
the discovery as follows : The helmet consists of a sJcdeton 
formed of iron iands^ radiating from the crown of the head, 
and riveted to a circle of the same metal which encompassed 
the brow: from the impression on the metal it is evident 
that the outside was covered with plates of horn disposed 
diagonaUy so as to produce a herring bone pattern, the ends 
of these plates were secured beneath with strips of horn 
corresponding to the iron frame worJc and attached to it by 
ornamental rivets of silver at intervals of about an inch and 
a half from each other; on the bottom of the front rib, which 
projects so as to form a nasal, is a small silver cross slightly 
ornamented round the edges by a beaded moulding, and on 
the crown of the helmet is an elliptical brornse plate support- 
ing the figure of an animal carved in iron, with bronise eyes, 
now much corroded but perfectly distinct as the presentation 
of a wUd boar. Also many fragments, some more or less or- 
fomented with silver, which have been riveted to the helmet 
in some manner not now understood. There are also some 
small bucMes of iron which probably served to fasten it 



1 Lind., Merov. Altert., fig. 195. 
* Ten Years' Diggings, p. 81. 
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upon the head. This is the famous Eber-helm, the 
framework of which was probably covered at one time 
with hom, felt, or leather, most likely the latter and well 
known to the OE. Epic poems. Comparing this helmet with 
the following passages from Beowulf, an idea of the 
frequent mention of the Anglo-Saxon Eber-helm may be 
obtained: — thus from 

B. 1111 stvin eal-gyldeUf eofer iren-heard; 

303 — 305 Eofor-lic scionon: 

ofer hleor'her(g)an gehroden golde; 
fah and fyr-heard ferh-wearde heold; 
1286 swin ofer helme; 

El. 76 eofor cumhle hepeaht; 

El. 259 grim hdm manig, amlic eofor cumbtd; 

B. 2152 Het pa in ieran eafor heafod-segn^ heado- 

steapne helm^ . . . 

For a similar helm, from the Viking period in Scandi- 
navia, from a figure on four bronze plates found in a 
stone mound by Bjomhofde at Oland cf. Montelius*, and 
the name HUdiswm applied to a helmet in the Snorre 
Edda*, where after the death of the leader Adil occurs 
the following line: fa tok Adils honungr af honum dau&um 
hjcUminn HUdisvm oJc hest hans Hrafn. 

The framework of the English helmet, though differ- 
ing from the later ones formed of one piece of metal, or 
as in Scandinavia of several metal plates welded together, 
forms a most interesting link between the leather helmet 
of the earliest period, and the entire metal helm of the 



' For the OHG. epwhelm, eparhelm s. Grimm, Myth. 195. 

» Fig. 144. 

8 Ed. J6nsson, Skaldskaparmdl, p. 108. 
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following, in this instance the spaces between the iron 
ribs being probably filled in with horn or leather, which 
later gave way to metal plates. This fragment shows 
plainly also that the connection of the boar with Preyr, 
the sword-god, had been forgotten in England, and was 
used only as a protective talisman, otherwise the christian 
emblem of the cross would not have occurred side by 
side with the heathen symbol of the Norse god of the 
sword. 

A third specimen showing a still greater advance in 
the evolution of the helmet is the metal helmet with brass 
ribs, and iron plates, which at one time belonged to the 
Rhine Collec. of antiquities.^ The origin and place of 
finding of this helmet is unknown, and owing to the fact 
of its being one of but three extant specimens of this 
class, it is impossible to identify it with certainty. Its 
similarity to the above mentioned helmets, and its likeness 
to the art of metal working of the Merovingian period 
allows it, however, to be assigned with a fair degree of 
probability to this period. The helmet is formed of six 
bronze ribs between which are fastened flat plates of 
strong iron, the ribs run together forming a point at the 
top, and are closed with a round plate, the button of 
which has been broken oflf. The iron plates are held fast 
by strong bronze nails, and the six ribs are held fast at 
the bottom by a strong band of iron, covered with a 
highly ornamented border of bronze, upon which are 
engraved the figures of two animals. Cf. B. 1448—1455. 

se hmta hdm hafdan werede 

since geweordad^ 



» Lind., Merov. Altert., fig. 197. 
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befongen frea-wrasnum, swa hive fym-dagum worhte 
wasjpna smid^ wundrum teode, hesette smn-licum, 
Past hine sffddan no brand ne beado-mecas bitan ne- 
meahton, which description tallies with the hekn 
in question. The frea-wrasn is the diadem worn only 
by kings and princes, and may perhaps apply to the 
engraved rim of some such massive helmet as the above. 
That the helm is unusual may be seen by comparison 
with the English specimens, which are of much lighter 
construction. The verb besettan may point to the fact 
that the boar was engraved upon the metal rim as in 
the case of the above mentioned helm. On the other 
hand it may also be taken to mean a boar made from 
other metal and nailed to the rim of the helmet as in 
the case of the Celtic shield.^ With this fiirthermore of. 
the bronze helm from a figure of Wodan von Ultima and 
Vendel covered likewise with iron plates, and dating from 
the late Iron Age.* 

Of the ornamentation of the helmets, apart from the 
figure of the boar, the only source of information is 
contained in the Anglo-Saxon poems, and in the wills 
and records. That the helmets of kings and princes 
were of precious metal is certain from such expressions 
as gold fah (B. 2811), gylden grima (El. 125), se hearda helm 
hyrsted golde fsetum befeallen (B. 2255), scire hdmas 
(Jud. 193), the brun fagne helm (B. 2615), and brune helmas 
(Jud. 318) being perhaps of ordinary metal, but the preced- 
ing refer undoubtedly to go\(d or gilded helmets. A reference 
is made from a much later period to gilt helmets by Wm. 



* Of. p. 72. 

« Montelius, fig. 137. 
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of Malmesbury* where he mentions Godwin's gift to Hardi- 
Canute of a ship having on board eighty soldiers with 
gilt helmets. Cf. further 

B. 1030 — ymb pass helmes hrof heafod-beorge wirum 

iewunden wala (walan) utan heold, 
fast him fela lafe frecne ne-meahton scur 
heard sceddan, where an arrangement of 
spirals, coils, etc. as on the fibulae are perhaps to be 
thought of, although exactly how this wire was arranged 
has not been ascertained.* An interesting comparison 
from the MHG. poetry may here be made from Wigalois 
5556: where 8%n helm was von gesteine und von golde ge- 
worchet, or from Eneit 8749 : CamiUes helm vU schone was, 
IMerhmn alse ein glas^ gemeret wol mit steinen, which 
seems to have been common among the highest class of 
warriors at this period. The words puf, or testa (?), and 
camb point, moreover, to some sort of ornamentation at 
the top of the helmet probably a tuft of feathers or of 
horse hair, to which may be compared the following from 
Ulrich V. Lichtenstein : Dar umh von federn was ein Kranz 
170,25; and Ein msch von pfans vedern guotfuort uf dem 
helm der hochgemuot to which is added Din rusch was wol 
dlen h^ch Gebunden uf dem helm sin Mit einer rtsin guot 
sidin 259, 27. 

.The helmets of less skillful workmanship were often 
damaged in fight: helm oft gescterB. 1526; gud-hdm toglad 
B. 2487, and the servants after every battle must repair 



* Bk. III. 

3 Cf. the singular head piece from Ascheraden in Livonia 
(Bahr, Graber der Lievin, Taf. V, No. 1), formed of spirals of bronze 
wire, passed on a cord^ and with a small bell forming the termi- 
nation at the top. 
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these damages : feormynd swefad pa-fe heado-griman by- 
ioan sceoldon B. 2257, and keep rust away; otherwise the 
helmet became eald and otnig B. 2763. 

The origin of the ribbed helmet is to be traced back 
to the early Germanic period, the first appearance of such 
a form being that worn by a German body guard in the 
Soman service on the Trajan Column ^, consisting of two 
ribs bent at right angles to each other above a band for 
the head, the spaces between are not yet filled in, but 
important for the archeologist is the metal or leather band, 
which passes under the chin, and serves to hold the helmet 
in place. The sculptures from the Xantener and Kranen- 
berger caskets*, and from an ItaUan casket^ belonging to 
the 9*^ and 10*^ centuries show still greater similarity to 
the frame work of the grave -finds, even to the button at 
the top. Prom the minatures of the 9^ and 10*^ centuries 
this form appears principally in the Stuttgart Psalt.*, 
worn also by two cavalry men.* Although these helmets 
are painted blue it is not necessary to conclude that the 
spaces between the ribs are filled with metal, in comparison 
with the Phrygian caps ® showing that they also are painted 
the same color. In regard to form the Eber-helm, the 
one represented on the Trajan column, and those of the 
Psalter are half spherical, while the sculpture and the 
third helm described on p. 87 more nearly approach the 
conical, the latter becoming the more frequent in the 



^ S. Stacke, Deutsche Gesch. 1, 115. 

2 Cf. p. 83, note 6. 

8 Essenwein, Kulturhist. Atlas, Taf. XIX, fig. 2. 

^ Cf. Archer mentioned at p. 83, note 8. 

* Hefher-Alteneck, Taf. XXVI, tg, C. and A. 

• 8. p. 82. 
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10*^ century.* This helm composed of several pieces set 
together in contrast to the one piece helmets of Greeks, 
Romans, and Etruscans lasted up until the 12*^ century. 
Heavy metal helmets have been found, one from Beitsch, and 
another from Selsdorf being found in Hor. Fer.* No trace, 
however, of the four-cornered helmet has anywhere been 
discovered outside of the MSS. 

The long pointed helm composed of one piece of 
metal is found in the Copenhagen Museum', showing great 
similarity with certain East Slavic helms*, which Leh- 
mann believes to be the home of this helm, reaching 
England through the medium of commercial intercourse 
between the north Germanic peoples and the Slavs. The 
hea&O'Steap helm (B. 1245, 2153) perhaps refers to some 
such head-covering. The very heavy helms appear, in 
the representations, at least later than the ribbed forms. 
Those of conical shaped being found in the MSS. from 
the 11*^ cent, on, and are the prevailing type up until 
the middle of the 12«^.^ 

No representations of cheek protectors occur in the 
minatures or sculptures of this period, appearing first in 
the 11*^ and 12**^ centuries although even then very 
seldom seen.^ Two rings found attached to the bronze 



1 Cf. Westwood, PI. XXXV; Bayeux Tapestry; and seal of 
Gai de Laval reproduced in Demay, le Costume au moyen-dge d'apr^s 
les Bceaux, p. 111. 

2 PI. XII, figs. 6 and 7. 

' Essenwein, Gulturhist. Atlas, Taf. XX. 

* Weifi, Kostlimkunde, fig. 80. 

8 Of. the one in Ambraser Oollec. Wien, Hefner- A Iteneck, Taf. 99 
— and the so-called helmet of little Wenzel in Prague, Essenwein, 
Eulturhist. Atlas. 

« Cf. Essenwein, Cnlturhist. Atlas, Taf. XXV, fig. 4. 
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ribbed helmet may have served for some such purpose of 
attachment. That they were known at an earUer period 
than the above representation is, however, certain from 
the MeoT'ieran or hleor-beorg of Beowulf (303) and Gen. 
(444) where a reference to such a protection is as follows: 
hade& hdm on heafod asette and fone full hearde gehand. 
For reference to a chin protector cf. Ex. 175. 

The nasal or nose protector was known to the Anglo- 
Saxons at an early period, as is proven by the nose piece 
bearing the cross on the Eber-helm, but whether exten- 
sively used or not before the 10*^ century is doubtful as 
there is no proof either for or against, imless the passage 
in the Lex Kip.^ cum directo be taken to refer to such a 
nose piece. San Marte* translates the Lat. with gerade aus^ 
and understands under directum 'the nose protector, that 
which projects forward and protects the nose'. In the 
MHG. period this was often richly adorned with precious 
stones.^ From the 10^ cent, on the nasal is often found 
on minatures and on seals, occurs also once in the 8*^ cent- 
ury on an English ivory casket*, and was not replaced by 
the visor until towards the end of the 12*^ century.^ 

The words grima, grimmUy and grim^helm found in 
Beowulf, Elene, and other Anglo-Saxon poems have led to 
much confusion, owing to the false interpretation of the 
word as visor. In Icelandic the word means 'a mask, 

* 8. p. 80. 

a Waffenkunde, p. 65. 

8 Cf. Eneit 9023, 5679, etc. 

^ Essenwein, Taf. 2d, fig. 2. 

fi Cf. warriors of the lOtli cent, in copper relief, Jfthns, Kriegs- 
atlas, Taf. 36, fig. 11 ; Frankish foot soldiers, chessmen of Charlemagne 
from the 12tii cent., Jfthns, Taf. 36, fig. 2; and warriors from the 
Bayeux Tapestry, Jfthns, Taf. 37, figs. 2, 4, 5. 



— 93 — 

that which conceals', Orimr being a by-name of Wodan 
from the fact of his going disguised, but in this case 
such an interpretation is out of the question as the visor 
was not introduced until the end of the 12*^ cent., the 
first representation bemg found in Herrad v. Landsperg^s 
HoH. Ddic.\ in 1180. This is followed in 1190 by the 
seal of Eudes de Bourgogne.^ The nasal gradually de- 
veloped into^ the harhiere, which came into use about the 
beginning of the 13*** cent., forming the transition to the 
Topf' or Kubelhdm, 

The Coat of Mail. 

Body armour together with the helmet came into 
use among the Germanic tribes at a later period than the 
shield and weapons of attack*, and was not as in the 
case of these a native product. What few specimens the 
Barbarians possessed, before the coming of the Komans, 
were imported from the East, or had found their way 
hither from Roman or Celtic territory, and not until the 
Merovingian period did protective armour become at all 
general through the long continued contact with the Romans. 

The Roman mail consisted of the lorica squamata or 
scale armour, which was formed of four-cornered pieces 
of metal overlapping each other, or of metal scales bound 
together with the under sides roimded.* This fitted closely 



» Pub. by Engelhardt, Taf. HI. 

2 Demay, Gostame etc., p. 131. 

* Tacitas, Germ. VI, reports the Germans as: jponcis loricae vix 
uni iilterive cassis aut galeae — Annales II, 14 nan loricam Germano 
non gaUam. 

^ Of. Lindenschmldt, Tracht u. Bewaff. des r(5m. Heeres z. d. 
Kaiserzeit, Taf. Xn. 
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to the body, reached to the hips with a short sleeve for 
the protection of the shoulder, and not infrequently a 
leather doublet was worn over this. The second type was 
the larica hamcUa or chain mail, which consisted of a net, 
made of finely woven iron rings, worn either under or 
over a doublet.^ Remains of such a ring byrnie found in 
the Torsberger Moor has its rows of rings simply bent 
together, the ends being beaten out and then fastened 
together.* 

For the Merovingian period the reports of the various 
historians are both valuable and interesting. Compare for 
instance Agathias*, who describes the Frankish warriors 
on an expedition to Italy in 552 as wearing neither coat 
of mail nor greaves, but having their legs and thighs 
defended by bands of linen or leather. Again Paulus 
Diac* represents the Heruler, at the beginning of the 
6^ century, with bodies unprotected in battle, and Widukind* 
says of the war garments of the Saxons, who in 531 assisted 
the Franks against the people of Thuringia, vestierant sagis, 
which points distinctly to an absence of the byme. Sidon. 
ApoU.® does not ascribe the coat of mail to the Goths, 
but in a letter describing a battle he says: Alii caesim 
atque punctim foraminatos circulos loricarum digitis Uves 
centibics metiuntur, probably here of Roman origin. The 
Germans had an inborn love for freedom of movement, 
and the byrine made its way but slowly, it being not 
even mentioned in the Lex Salica (6*^ century), appearing 

1 Of. FrOhner, la Colonne Trajane, PI. XIV, XX, XXI, XXIX. 

2 8. Mestorf, Die vaterlftnd. Altertflmer, Taf. XL VI, No. 554. 
» II, c. 5. 

* I, 20. 

B Hes. gest. nam Sax. I, 9. 

« BeU., Goth. lib. HI, epist. 8. 
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first in the Ripuarian law^ with the high value of 12 sol. 
Greg, of Tours^ in his enumeration of the war-equipment 
of an ordinary soldier, at the time of Clovis, makes no 
mention of either body armour or helm, which, added to 
the fact that no" certain trace of armour has been found 
in any of the Merovingian graves, leads to the conclusion 
that in the 5*^ century and beginning of the 6 *^ the coat of 
mail was the property only of kings and famous warriors.* 

In three instances only has any trace of the lorica 
hamata been discovered in the grave-finds, the first by 
Cochet in Eaulenthal France*, the second by Bateman at 
Bently Grange in Derbyshire together with the Eber helmet, 
which consisted of a mass of chain work formed of large 
quantities of links of two descriptions attached to each other 
by small rings half an inch in diameter amalgamated together 
from rust. There were present^ however^ traces of doth^ 
which make very probable the supposition that the links con- 
stituted a kind of quilted cuirass by being seum within or 
upon a doublet of strong doth.^ The byrne discovered in 
Jutland in 1850®, now in the Copenhagen Museum, 
cannot be adduced as evidence for this period, since the 
date of its manufacture is uncertain. 

At the time of the Carolingians the byrne became 
more general. From a Capit. of Charlemagne from the 

1 Tit. 36, c. XI. 8% quia weregddum solvere dehet, hruniam 
bonam pro XII solidis trtbuat 

a Lib. n, c. 27. 

' For representations of Germans without armour cf. Boman 
Sarcophagus in Capotoline Mu. at Rome, Stacke p. 9, and Colonna 
Antonia, id. p. 28, also a Roman gravestone in Mainz, id. p. 32. 

* 8. La Norm. Sout., PL XVI, fig. 4. 

^ S. Bateman, Ten Years' Diggings, p. 34. 

• Antiq. Tidskrift for 1849, No. 51, p. Ill, and Weinhold, Alt- 
nord. Leben, p. 210. 
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year 805 is taken the following clause: et insuper omnis 
homo de duodecim Mansus bruniam haheat, which points 
to a much more frequent use of the same than in the 
preceding period, due to the rapid evolution of weapons 
and war tactics at this time. That they were becoming 
objects of trade is shown from another Cap.^, and their 
sale in foreign lands is likewise forbidden. Of. further 
Carol. M. L. VI, c. VI^, where it is forbidden to mer- 
chants to sell weapons or body armour to the Slavs and 
Avari, which is a point against the theory that the 
Germans obtained their protective armour from the Slavs, 
and does away with the idea of the greater skill in metal 
working, which the old Slavs are supposed to have possessed 
over the Germans. Of. also the Cap. from the year 813 
requiring loricas and galeas for the leaders and nobles. 
With reference to the Minatures of this period it 
must be said that the conservative clinging to Roman 
and Greek representations by the monks, and the tendency 
to conventional rather than accurate drawing renders the 
conclusions as to the form of the bymie based on such 
representations alone extremely liable to error. For instance 
the Bible of Charles le Chauve represents Roman armour*, 
also the figure of Emperor Lothair*, and a warrior from 



1 Carol. M. L. VI, c. 223, ed. Baluze p. 961 : ut armiUae et bruniae 
nan dentn/r negotiatoribus ; Capit. from the year 779, No. XX, fialoze 
.p. 198: ut nullua (hruniasj foras viostro regno vendere uonpraesumat 

^ Be negotiatoribua qui partibtis Selavorum et Avarorum per- 
gtmt .... et ut arma et hrunias nan ducantur ad venundandum. 
Quod, 81 inventi fuerint portantesy omnia substantia eorum auferaiur 
ah eis; dimidia quidem pars partibus pdlatiiy alia vero medietas inter 
jam dictos missos et inventorem dividatur — ed. Baluze p. 755. 

8 Hottenroth, Handb. d. deutsch. Tracht, Taf. I, figs. 10, 7, 11. 

* Eseenwein, Taf. XV, fig. 3. 
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a Brussels MS.^, while the figure of an Egyptian from 
the Ashburnham Pentateuch^ is a not very accurate 
imitation of the same. 

The simplest and most primitive equipment is that 
of the warriors of the Prudentius MS., who are provided 
only with a sort of coat, with feet and legs entirely unpro- 
tected (usually bare).* This representation of warriors 
with short military cloak, tunic, helmet, spear, and shield 
without protective body armour is the form most frequently 
met with in all the MSS. Cf. Alcuins Lib, de Offc. Bivin, 
— Sicut sdluit habere mUites tunicas lineas sic aptas 
membris ut expedite sint dirigendo jaculo^ tenendo dypeam^ 
librando gladium etc.* In the Utrecht Psalt., the Harl. 
MS , the Aelfc. MS., and the Anglo-Saxon Calendar^ the 
same costume prevails, which combined with the testimony 
of the wiUs, the charters, and the failure of any trace of 
bymie in the grave-finds, leads to the inevitable conclusion 
that up until the 10*^ century at least, and in all probability 
the 11*^, the coat of mail was a sign of rank, wealth, 
and influence of the possessor. That old traditions have 
been adhered to m the representations of armour in the 
Codices may be seen by comparing the figure of one of 
Charles the Bald's standard bearers^ with a figure from a 
Munich Evangelium'' (11*^ century) with comparatively httle 
difference in the two representations. According to Ldn- 



1 Hottenroth, id., Taf. I, fig. 12. 

« Gebhardt, Taf. XVII. 

» Cf. Essenwein, Taf. XVH, figs. 8, 9, 10. 

* Cf. also Strutt., PI. XIU. 

^ Akermann, Pag. Sax., p. 52. 

« Essenwein, Taf. XV, fig. 5. 

' Seemann, No. 198, 8. 

Keller, The Anglo-Saxon Weapon Names. 
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denschmidt ^ the oldest battle shirt or coat of mail was of 
leather, represented on a metal plate from Munich, of 
Byzantine origin, strengthened by bands of leather lattice 
work, metal being not yet employed. Leather armour of 
this sort was probably most frequently worn by the ordinary 
warriors between the 5*^ and 8*^ centuries, which having 
naturally moulded and completely disappeared, would 
account, in part at least, for the entire absence of body 
armour in the graves of German warriors. This explains 
also the complete disappearance of the horn armour of the 
Quadi described by Ammian* as : Loricae ex cornibus rctsis 
et Uvigatis^ plumarum specie linteis indumentis innexae. The 
handing down of valuable armour as a precious heir-loom 
contributed also its share to the singular absence of any- 
thing pointing to the use of armour by the Merovingian 
warriors, for being the possession most highly valued by 
the chief, it was as a matter of course passed on to the 
nearest male relative as a legacy to be kept in the family. 

Scale armour is shown both on the seal ring of 
Childeric and of Alaric*, though exactly how constructed 
is difl&cult to decide. The simplest type of scale armour 
may be seen in the illustrations of the Stuttgart Psalter*, 
consisting of scales overlapping one another, reaching to 
a little below the hips, and with short sleeves. This same 
sort of armour is worn also by the warriors in the Psalter 
Aureum.*^ Diflfering from this is the coat of mail of the 



1 Lind., Merov. Altert., p. 262, fig. 199. 

» xvn, 12. 

» Lind., Merov. Altert., figs. 201 and 202. 

* S. Jahns, Eriegsatlas, Taf. 36, figs. 8 and 10. 

6 Rahn, Taf. XV. 
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warrior from the Xantener casket*, and the horseman 
from the Kranenberger chest, which reaches only to the 
waist. Comparing with these the figure of Saul and 
another leader from the Psalter Aureum ^, a distinct advance 
is made upon the preceeding, not only do the sleeves reach 
below the bend of the arm, thereby allowing free play of 
the whole arm, but according to the artist's representation 
the bymie appears to be slit both back and front, in fact 
so clearly is it shown that it would seem almost as if the 
warrior in question had on breeches of scale armour which 
is, however, impossible as these were not introduced until 
the 11 *^ century. Corresponding almost exactly to this is the 
figure from the Xantener chest *, where it may be observed 
that the sleeves are not yet firmly fastened to the byrnie, 
an unprotected place being still left on the shoulder. The 
figure from the grave of Queen Thyra mentioned above 
(10^ century) shows likewise the slit in the byrnie, which 
being used by horsemen fell on both sides of the saddle 
protecting the thighs. The above mentioned coats of mail 
are all descendents of the Roman lorica squamaia, the 
lorica hamata although much earher mentioned occurring 
in none of the MSS. of the period, probably on account 
of the difficulty of representation. The chain mail of the 
Waltharilied is called lorica hamata (v. 911), and a much 
earlier mention occurs in Hildebrandslied: Qurtunsih iro 
stiert ana, hdidos uhar hringd, do sie to dero hiitju ritun. 
The Beowulf epic, however, offers the main evidence for the 
use of chain mail at this period. 



^ Lind., Merov. Altert., figs. 203 and 225. 
^ Rfthn, Pis. X and IX. 
> Lind., fig. 204. 

7* 
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The frequent mention of the bjnrnie in the Beowulf 
and other poems leaves no room for doubt that it was 
known at an early period among the Anglo-Saxons, and 
not only the lorica squanmta^ but the lorica hamata or 
chain mail is frequently referred to. Of the thirteen words 
employed to designate the coat of mail in Beowulf byme 
occurs most frequently to which are applied the various 
epithets of Aar, hringed^ gebrogden, hond-loceny heorht, and 
sTdf to which may be added the numerous compounds 
such as ga^, heado^ here, ^em and iren byme.. 

Of the countless circumlocutions of these words to«d, 
gewxd with its compounds here, hUde, gud, hrsost, and 
eorl'Wxd; hr«gl together with its compounds, and serSe are 
among the most important and frequent. Such expressions 
as heado-reaf (B. 401), leadu-sdruda (453), fyrd-hom (1504), 
hilde-sdeorp (2155), here-pad (2258) occur only once in 
Beowulf, although found in other poems. Cf. further the 
bym-homa of Jud. (192). All of the above mentioned 
words refer as a rule in simplex to clothing in general, 
but in the poems are used with reference to the coat 
of mail. 

The serde is also used to designate the battle-shirt, a 
word which is used in the Glossaries to translate armi 
lamia WW. 267 *», dalmatica, vestis (Haupt. Z. Bd. IX, 483), 
and coloUum WW. 7^^. This use in the sense of byme 
is confined, however, to Beowulf and to the single reference 
hUde-serde from the Elene (234), otherwise it refers to the 
ordinary garment. In ON. serkr is principally a woman's 
garment, but was used both by men and women, being 
often adorned with gold embroidery.^ It was cut out 



i S. Higsmgl. 
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above and seems to have had no other opening^, being 
slipped over the head. The later byrnie which developed 
from the primitive breast covering of skin or bark of 
trees, resembles this garment closely, and took its name 
therefrom. Comparing the illustrations of the Stuttgart 
Psalter, the Psalt. Aureum, and the drawings of two shirts of 
chain mail, and the figure of a king from the Aelfric MS.^ 
the likeness is imimediately recognized, a shirt-like gar- 
ment being in each instance represented, with this diflference, 
however, that whereas in the minatures it is strongly to 
be suspected that the rings are sewn upon cloth or leather 
(uncertain on account of inaccuracy of drawings), in the 
poems the majority of references point with absolute cer- 
tainty to chain mail. Cf. for instance the expressions from 
Beowulf such as: hreostnet broden (1548), hring utan ymb- 
hearh (1503), hyman hring (2260), gud-hfrne scan heard 
hondlocen; hring-iren scir song in searwum (321), hringde 
byman (2615), hringed byrne (1245); from the Elene wridene 
wasl'Mencan (24), brogden byrne (257); Byrhtnod hring 
locan (149); further from Beowulf here -byrne hondum ge- 
broden sid ond searo fah (1443), wiS^ ladum lic-syrce min, 
heard hondrlocen (550), locene leodo-syrcan (1505), beado 
hraegl broden on breostum laeg golde gegyrwed (552). The 
wad'hlenca (slaughter links), the ringed shirt, the battle 
garment hard hand-woven were certainly all formed from 
iron links bent together by hand and pressed into one 
another (cf. specimens of chain mail found in England 
and Scandinavia referred to at p. 95), and the wearing 
of the same during the swimming contest (B. 550) with 
Breca speaks for a very hght, close-fitting, shirt-Hke gar- 

1 Weinhold, Altnord. Leben, 162, 172, 173. 
« Claud., IV. B. 
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ment. From the resemblance of this closely-woven shirt 
to a net arose then the term hring-net so widely used 
with reference to this class of armour. Cf. the following 
expressions from B. with reference to the clang of the 
same as the warriors walked hyman hringdon (327), syrcan 
hrysedon (226), hyrm sang (By. 284), further the mention 
of net as hring-net (1889, 2754), as here-net hearde (1553), 
as the work of a skillful smith sear(Hiet seowed smides 
or-fancum (406). For its general use among the warriors 
of the Anglo-Saxon poems cf. B. 237, 1889, 2623, Jud. 17, 39, 
with reference to the general custom of the period, however, 
cf. statement at p. 107 in regard to the Epic poems. A 
general term for warriors is iymum werede (2529), never- 
theless the corselets were of great value, highly prized, and 
famous ones were attributed to the workmanship of 
celebrated smiths. Cf. B. 406 above and 455 where Beowulf s 
byrnie is said to be Welandes geweorc. 

The ordinary byrnie was formed of iron rings welded 
together from whence arose the epithet gr«g B. 334, Jud. 
328, but those of kings and princes as in the case of 
helmets, shields, and swords were much more elaborate, 
being in all probability gilded cf. B. 322, 405, and 3140, 
for although the byrnie of Beowulf (1444) is described as 
searo-fahj nevertheless the fact remains that the links 
were of iron (671), and searo-fah refers probably to a 
gilding over of the same. Cf. K5nig Rother er truoc ein 
hrunien gulden (1100, 2696), and Nibel. Brunhild trug eine 
hriine von golt (407). 

In Beowulf breost-net and brsost-gewwdu point to a 
simple breast-protection^ while the side-byme, ser6e^ heado- 



^ Cf. figures on Xantener casket. 
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hrsegl, gup-gewKdu etc. refer to the long wide garments 
of the Psalters and the Aelfric MS. These were of great 
value of B. 1291, 1444, Jud. 338, Sal. 453, and some 
may have been of great weight as in the case of the 
Frankish armour cf Greg, of Tom*s^, who describes the 
drowning of a follower of Duke Gunthram on account of 
the great weight of his armour, but the Anglo- Saxon ring net 
must have been hght.^ The armour of the (Longobards) Lom- 
bards was also light, cf. Paulus Diac.^ for the discovery 
of a ring net shirt under the other garments of the would- 
be murderer of king liutprand. That it was not only 
hght and close fitting, but also closely woven so as to be 
impenetrable is likewise to be inferred from the story of the 
swimming contest in Beowulf, also contest with Grendel's 
mother 1511, 1527, and By. 144, from this arose then the 
myth of impenetrable armour.* Nevertheless the sword often 
pierced the bymie, and after every battle the armour had 
to be repaired (B. 2256, 1442). B. 2866 flf. shows that the 
byrnie varied in quality as well as in length, size, and weight, 
the most excellent from far and near being there presented. 

Next to Beowulf is the death of Byrthnod of most 
importance for terms referring to the hyme, followed by 
the Elene, while in the otherwise warlike Exodus the hyme 
is not once mentioned only general terms for war equipment 
being employed.^ 

Although all Continental representations from the 
earUer period are of scale armour, the Roman lorica 



^ Vt erat loricae pondere adgravatns VI, 26. 

2 Cf. B. 1444 and 323. 

« VI, 37. 

* Saxo Gram. U, 79. 

» Cf. Exod. 157, 194, 219. 
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squamata, and the Anglo-Saxon illustrations of the Aelfric 
MS. cannot be identified positively with cham mail, one 
pictorial representation is, nevertheless, extant, which bears 
out the numerous references of the Anglo-Saxon hterature 
to the woven chain or link mail i. e. that of an EngUsh 
ivory casket dating from the 8 ^ century^, representing the 
storming of a fortress. The drawing is crude but two of 
the warriors are clad in what appears to be chain mail — 
scale armour on account of weight having a wider open- 
ing at the wrist in order to give free play to the hand, 
or what was still more usual in the early period before 
the 11*^ century extending only to the elbow. In the above 
representation, however, the sleeve extends close fitting quite 
to the wrist, and still allows the hand free play, pointing 
probably to chain mail. This garment in one case extends 
nearly to the knee, and may be supposed to be the sid 
serde of Beowulf, the other protects only the breast, hips, 
and arms, but the artist may have neglected to fill in other 
parts. The other warriors wear short close fitting doublets 
or coats, most hkely of leather, or of some stiff material 
with long sleeves (the later warns), and beneath some sort 
of a folded undergarment, the nature of which it is 
almost impossible to decide. 

In the Aelfric MS.* are represented two coats of mail 
resembling shirts, of a blue color probably with iron rings 
sewn upon them, and with sleeves extending only to the 
elbow. This with a representation of a king*, wearing a 
battle shirt resembling the two above constitutes the only 
representation of body armour adorned or made of metal 

1 Essenwein, Taf. XXIII, fig. 2. 
a S. p. 101, note 2. 
» S. J. Strati, PI. XIV. 
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throughout the whole of the Aelfric MS., although many 
warriors and battles are there depicted. From the Great 
Psalter of Bologna^ toward the end of 10**^ or beginning 
of 11 **^ century occurs another representation of scale armour, 
where Goliath is represented fully armed in a shirt upon 
which are sewn metal scales. This extends almost to the 
knee, but the sleeves are short. At p. 74 of the Harl. 
MS. is found the first and only example of a coat of mail. 
This is apparently long and heavy, made of links or of 
pieces of metal sewn upon leather. This garment covers 
the arms to a little below the elbow, and encases the legs 
almost to the knee. The figure wears a pointed cap or 
helmet, carries a spear in the left hand, while the right 
rests upon a round shield somewhat approaching the 
oval. Very similar to the battle shirt of the Aelfric MS. 

Considering the prevalence of the scale rather than 
chain armour on the Continent, and, according to Beowulf, 
the frequency of the chain mail in England, the question 
naturally arises why was its use there so wide spread, 
and from whence did it come? Three ways are possible: 
— first from the Celts, who had received it from the 
Romans, and passed it on to the Saxon invaders; 2^^ from 
Rome itself as late as the Carolingian period or perhaps 
earlier in the Merovingian; third from the East through 
the medium of the Slavs.^ On the Sassanidanian monu- 
ments chain mail is found together with scale armour; 
the Persian warriors passed it from them to the Arabs, and 
a certain chain mail bymie of this latter people shows 
a great similarity to the Roman find of the Nydamer 



» Westwood, PI. 38. 

' Weinhold, Altnord. Leben, p. 209. 
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Moor.* The relation of the Gftrm. Bruntte to OBulg. 
hronja proves nothing in regard to Eastern origin as the 
Slavic word is borrowed from the Germanic. 

In the laws of the Anglo-Saxons the coat of mail is 
first mentioned in the laws of Ine at the end of the 
7^ century*, where one found guilty of murder shall be 
allowed to pay to each of the Hynden a man, a bjrrnie 
and a sword as wergeld. No mention of the same occurs 
in Alfred's laws, and it does not make its appearance 
again before the beginning of the 10*^ century (Ges. Schmidt, 
Anhang VII, 2, § 10). Law. IX reads: And gif ceorlisc 
man gefeo, fxt he hxhhe V hida landes to cynges ut-warej 
and hine man ofslea^ forgilde man hine mit twam fusend 
pryensa^ which is immediately followed by § 10 And feah 
hegefeo^faet he hsebhe helm and hyman and gddefteted sweord, 
gif he fast land nafad, he hip ceorl stva feah oder he hip 
sipcund that is to say that the possession of these weapons 
gives him great prestige among the freemen of the land, 
where they are rare and in the possession only of the 
wealthy. Dating Beowulf approximately in the 8^^ century 
the apparent contradiction which it offers to the above 
statement cannot fail to strike the reader. There the hyme 
and helm are the common possessions of every warrior, 
swords and byrnies accompany the dead Viking as the 
tide bears him out upon the flood (B. 39), a countless 
number are given by Weohstan to his son (B. 2624), and 
the funeral pyre of Beowulf is hung with bright bymies, 
helms, and shields, which bears a strong resemblance to 
the description of Walhalla*, where the beams of the 



1 Montelius, fig. 137. 

2 Ges. Lieberm., p. 114 [54]. 
> GrimnismQl 9. 
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great hall of Odin are -of spears, shields serves as shingles 
for the roof, and on the benches the bymies are laid. 
The prevailing use of byrnie and sword (weapons) in the 
^nglo-Saxon epics, especially Beowulf about corresponds 
to that indicated by the laws of the 11^ century, which 
may be completely reconciled, however, by reference to 
the fact previously stated that the Beowulf warriors are 
choosen troops, heroes every one, and furthermore that 
this universal equipment with sword, helmet, and chain 
mail at a period when according to the laws it must be 
assigned, exclusively to those of the highest rank, may be 
due to the epic love of pomp, display, and exaggeration. 

In England as on the Continent the general use of 
stifif metal body armour spread slowly, and not until the 
time of Canute the Dane did it become frequent.^ At 
this period the heriot of an earl consisted among other 
things of 4 byrnies, 4 swords, and 4 helmets, then followed 
the king's thane with two of each of the above, while the 
middle-thane had no weapons to render, and no man under 
the rank of thane possessed either byrnie or sword.^ The 
head-forester, although provided with sword, spear, and 
shield, had no byrnie. Under Wm. the Conqueror^ the 
laws in regard to arms remain practically the same as 
under Canute. From c. 20, § 2, it is learned that every 
vassal must be armed with byrnie (or hauberk), helm, 
shield, lance, and sword, while the villains were without 
these weapons. Under Henry I* the number of lances 



1 Cf. Laws of Canute. — Ges. Lieberm., p. 358 [71]. 

* S. sword. 

* Laws of Wm. Ges. Lieberm., p. 506 [20]. 

* Ges. Schmidt, Anhang XXI, 14. 
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required is doubled (for the tournament, Fr. influence), but 
the requirements remain otherwise unchanged. 

The Anglo-Saxon wills and charters bear out the 
statement of the scarcity and value of the byrnie even aff 
late as the 1 1 *^ century. In 1006 Aelfric bequeathed to his 
lord his best sailing ship, 60 helms, and 60 coats of mail 
showing his great wealth.^ About 970 Bishop Theorcred 
left swords, shields, and spears, but no byrnie. In 1008 
Aedelred preparing for war commanded that ships should 
be built over all England i. e. from 310 hides one long 
ship; and from 8 hides, a helmet and corselet showing 
value of the latter even in the 11*** cent. In 1030 Wulfsige 
leaves two coats of mail*, while in 1038 Aedelstan son 
of Aedelred 11 bequeaths a silver hilted sword together 
with a coat of mail to his father as a treasured possession.® 

The Healsbeorg. 

In the Aelfric glossaries lorica and thorace are translated 
by both hyrne and hecUsbeorg. Gradually the simple 
breast-covering had widened out, become larger, and in 
Beowulf it is called on account of its size the side hyrne. 
These new shirt shaped forms, called in Lat. tunica ahena^ 
and by Saxo Grammat. vestes, are known in Beowulf as 
serce, syrce. This form was the stiff foldless coat, which 
extended almost to the knee*, with short wide sleeves, 
and covered with metal scales or rings — possibly a ring 
net? So is to be imderstood then the passage dominus 
loricatus super et tunicatus as a warrior wearing a narrow 

» S. Chart. Th. 549. 
a Chart. Th. 556. 
8 Chart. Th. 557. 
* S. MS. Claud. B. IV. 
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breastplate and over this the wide tunica ahena. The OHG . 
glossaries translate a few times lorica with hdlsperg^^ also 
Isid.* The original meaning is not dl-herc as Besly believes, 
followed by Benecke*, but refers to a coUum tegens^ the 
Fr. form being borrowed from the Germ. Certain, however, 
is the fact that the healsbeorg in various countries refers 
to a different piece of armour, the origin of which is a 
much disputed question. San Marte^ treats it as a collar, 
which gradually lengthened until it formed a second 
protection over the first (the bymie).^ That seems unlikely, 
however, and the healsbeorg was probably evolved fi'om 
the byme by the lengthening of the latter at the top to 
a sort of hood, which covered the back of the head, and 
partly protected cheek and chin. Lehmann sees the 
intermediate stage between byme and healsbeorg in the 
figure fi:om the Stuttgart Psalter"^, where a cloth appears 
to be wound about the back of the head, cheeks, and 
chin, but is not as yet firmly fastened to the bjrrnie. In 
the Lucan MS. in St. Gall®, from the end of 9*^ or beginn- 
ing of 10*^ century, the protecting hood is found well under 
way. These warriors have a widening of the bymie at 
the hand, which is not the case on the Bayeux tapestry^. 



1 Cf. Steinm. Sieyers X8. 

« XVIII, 13, 14. 

' Wb. Zom Wigalois, and Mfiller-Zarncke Wb. 

* Diez, Etym. Wb. 365. 

6 p. 34. 

^ Demay, Cost, au moyen ftge 110, Scholz, H(5f. Leb. 11^ 26, and 
Lehmann, Diss. p. 20. 

7 Jfthns, Kriegsatlas, Taf. 36, fig. 10. 
» Essenwein, Taf. XVII, fig. 2. 

* S. Lancelot, M^m. de I'Acad. des Inscrip. et Belles Lettres 
Bd. Vm, or Jfthns, Kriegsatlas, Taf. 37, fig. 3. 
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Wace describes the hauberks or hecUsbeorge of the heavily 
armed troops at Hastings as short and smaU 
Corjg hatdbers orent e jutis 
E hdmes de sor lor vestis. 
These shirts of mail with short sleeves were of woven chain 
mail, with hoods of the same material, and of the same 
structure on one side as on the other. The seal of Wm. 
the Conqueror^, a minature*, and the figures of the 12*^ cent, 
warriors painted upon the roof of the church at Brauweiler 
all show the short-sleeved hauberk. In the 11*^ century, 
however, the long-sleeved hauberk was known on the 
Continent together with hand greaves or gauntlets', seen 
on a knight from the beginning of the 11*^ century from the 
Evangelium Book of Henry 11, 1010. In the 12*^ century 
this seems to be apparently the prevailing form.* At this 
period also the hecUsbeorg was for more in use than the 
bjrrnie.^ Later representations of the bjrrnie are very 
difficult to find, although still worn, owing to the fact 
that they were made smaller and more close fitting, were 
cut out at the neck, and worn under the hedlsbeorg. Re- 
ferences to such a use are frequent in the MHG. poets 
— cf. for instance Rosengart. 2266 

durch halsberg und durch ringe er mich gar sere 

sluog; 
Biterof 1075 

durch schilt und ringe er in schiuog daz die prunne 

mail gewan; 



^ Lacroix, Les Arts an moyen-&ge, p. 81. 

* EsBenwein, Taf. XXV, fig. 1. 

3 Jfthns, Eriegsatlas, Taf. 38, fig. 1. 

* Id. Taf. 38, figs. 9, 6 and 7. 

^ S. Seemanns Ktmsthist. Bilderbach 92,6. 
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in Wigalois 7371 occurs the following: 

Ein brune het er an gdeit iiber einen wUsen hcHs- 
perch. Dais was heidenischez werch von breiten 
blechen hurntn (mit Edelsteinen besetzt), and cer- 
tainly not intended to be worn under a steel shirt. ^ 

Oreaves. 

Metal greaves in the Old English period may be 
regarded as among the rarest of all war equipment. No 
trace of such has been found in the grave -finds, the 
pictorial representations are few, and reference to such in 
the A.-S. glossaries is rare. 

As in the case of the byrnie so are greaves once 
mentioned in the Rip. Law.*: Si quis weregeldum solvere debeU 
bain bergas bonas pro sex solidis tribuat, a very high 
value when compared to liiat of the shield or even of 
the sword and exactly equal to that of the helmet. For a 
long time also they were worn only on the side, not pro- 
tected by the shield. 

The glossaries contain the Lat. word ocrea variously 
translated by ban-beorg^ sdinhosa, ban- rift, and sdeanc 
gebeorg. Heyne^ refers the ocrea to the leather protectors 
worn by the Roman cavalry, the word being also once 
glossed by leper hosa in an A.-S. glossary, and in that case 
would refer to some sort of protection for the legs other 
than metal, perhaps to the bands of cloth, linen, or leather 
terminating a little below the knee, either in close rolls or 

1 For farther development in the Middle Ages consult San 
Marte, Waffenkunde, p. 83 ff., and the excellent article on the cBody 
Armour anciently worn in £ngland» by Sam. Rash. Meyrick in 
Arch. XIX, p. 120. 

« Tit. 36, c. 11. 

"" K. u. Kieidang, p. 286. 
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crossing each other sandal-wise, so frequently represented 
in the MSS.^ Ocrea is further translated by boot (WW. 
598*^), which would lead to the inference that ocrea in 
the earlier period referred in all probability to some sort 
of a leather protection for the limbs. 

The first representation of metal greaves is from a 
Saxon Reliquary after 890*, which represents a Dane and 
two of his companions with thin plates of metal attached 
to the front of the stockings, and reaching from instep 
to knee. At the beginning of the 11*^ century an advance 
is made upon the l)anish greaves fastened to stockings, 
and they are here represented as extending from knee 
to instep and completely protecting the foot as well.^ That 
they only gradually superseded the leather boots and banda- 
ged legs of the previous period, however, is shown by the 
representations of the MSS., where as late as the 12*^ cent- 
ury an English warrior appears with the bandaged legs of 
the OE. period. In the Middle Ages, however, they became 
an important part of the equipment of the knight, were 
made of iron or steel plates extending to the knee, where 
they joined the iron breeches (coHiga) formed of iron or 
steel rings, which protected the limbs. Cf. Walthar 335: 
Ingentes ocrm suras complectitur aureis^ and Herz. Ernst 
4667: . . . von bainhergen und sarwete gut gerete.^ 



1 Of. Jfthne, Kriegsatlas, Taf. XXXVU, fig. 6, and Westwood 
PI. 38 (early 11^ century), where Goliath is provided with boots and 
some sort of leather stockings; also figs. 210 and 211 lind., Meroy. 
AltertUmer. 

2 S. J. Strutt, PI. 24, and note on p. 53. 
8 S. Jfthns, Kriegsatlas, Taf. 38, fig. 1. 

* Of. farther the representations in Hagen's Bildersaal, Taf. DI, 
IV and X, and in Herrad y. Landsberg. 
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Second Part. 



Philological Investigation. 

I. General Terms. 

Oearwe. 

Forms, gearwe pi. f. (wo), gearwe f. (won). 
References. 

1. Clothing. 

dat. pi. smicere on gearwum wiidum and wyrtum cymed 
wlitig scridan Mains Men. 76; ac he (Enoch) cwic gewat 
mid cyning engla of fyssum laenan life feran on fam gear- 
wum^ pe his gast onfeng, «r hine to monnum modor hrohte 
Gen. 1210. 

2. Arms : Arma. 

pi. ace. od fxt hie on Guimyrce gearwe bseron Exod. 
59; gud-preat gumena gearwe bseron Exod. 193; and wacxon 
hig to mergen hira reaf and sin] gearwe Prs. Exod. XIX ^^ 

gearwe f. (won) clothing : vestltus habitus. 

dat. sg. ic on his gearwan geseo Gen. 657. 

Compound. 

feder-gearwe pi. f. pennis vestitus : feather-gear, 
feathering (of the arrow). 

pi. dat. sceaft federgearwum fus flane fuUeode B. 3119. 

Meaning. Vestitus, habitus, arma: arms, armour, 
clothing, ornaments, gear. 

Keller, The Anglo-Saxon Weapon Names. 8 
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Etymology, s. Graflf (IV 238, 243), San Marte 
(WaflFenkunde p. 4), and Murray (N. E. D. under gear). 

The subst. ^earwe is formed from the OE. adj. 
*^earu^ ^earo 'paratus, promptus, prepared, ready'. Cf. 
OSax., OHG. garo *to make ready, ready, complete', NHG. 
gar 'completely, entirely', ODu. garu 'ready', ON. g^r 
'ready, prepared', Goth. *garwa' is not found, ME. ^are^ 
NE. yare is obsolete but at the time of Shakespeare was 
in use as adv. with the meaning 'quickly' cf. Temp. (1, 1^). 

Cognates to OE. ^earwe are OS. garuun f., ON. gorviy 
gjorvi 'gear, apparel', OHG. garatci 'armour, ornament, 
clothing', MHG. garwe with similar meaning, whence 
OFr. garbe, NE. garb beside NE. gear the direct derivative 
of OE. gearwe. 

^atwe. 

Forms, geatu pi. ^eatwa^ -e f. (wo). Cf. ^Sievers, 
Angl.-Sach. Gramm. 43*. 
References. 

1. armamenta : equipment. 

pi. dat. twegen englas gescddode and gesperode and mid 
heora geatwum gegyrede Bl. Homl. 221 *®; freoiic in geattvum 
Reim. 38. 

2. Ornaments. 

fa pe gedo godwehb geatwum {geatum Leid. Codex.) 
fr«twaS^ Ridls. 36 ^^ 

pi. ace. ic wxs pser inne ond psd eal geond-seh, recedes 
geatwa B. 3087. 

Compounds, geatwe as second member of the com- 
pound. 

eored-^eatwe pi. f. ornatus militaris. 

pi. ace. se eow da madman geaf, eored-geaiive B. 2865. 
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fyrd-geatwe pi. f. apparatus bellicosus : warlike trapp- 
ings or arms. 

gen. yr hip fyrd-geatewa sum (quoted from BT.) Hick. 
Thes. I, 135, 54. 

gryre-geatwe pi. f. vestimenta uel armatura bellica. 

dat. pi. in hyra gryre-geatwum B. 324. 

gud-§eatwe or ^etawa pi. f. armatura bellica. 

ace. pi. ]^«t we him pa gud-geatwa (or getawa) gyldan 
woldon B. 2636. 

here-geatu f. apparatus militaris. 

sg. ace. fa here-geatu By. 48. 

nom. ace. pi. Ae . . . here-geatewa (Hs. A.) [here-geatowe 
Hs. B.] wige& Sal. 62; ond fam cinge minne htere-geatwa 
Chart. Th. 499*®; ond beon pa here-geata [here-geate] swa 
fundene Ges. Liberm. 11 [71] p. 366. 

pi. dat. pa hiod gehyrste mid here-geaiwum hUde torhtum 

Boet. 25^ id. Ep. Al. 142^®. 

hilde-geatwe pi. f. apparatus uel vestitus bellicus, 
armatura. 

pi. ace. and (he) gehedldan het hilde-geatwe B. 674. 

pi. gen. hxfde him on earme ana prittig hilde-geatwa 
B. 2361. 

wig-geatwe pi. f. s. TOg-getawa. 

Meaning. Armamenta, vestimenta, omamenta: trapp- 
iiigs, garments, arms, armom*, military adornment. 

Oetawa. 

Form, getawa f. pi. (w5). 
References, instruments : instrumenta. 
Mannes getawa Lchdm. 11 70'. 
Compounds, with getawa as second member of 
compound. 

a* 
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guf-getawa pi. f. armatura bellica : war equipment 
ace. pi. fNj B. 2636 s. gud-^eatwe. 

pi. dat. Nu ge moton gangan in eowrum gud'ge(a)tatvum 
B. 395. 

wig-^etawa pi. f. war armour, equipment, 
pi. dat. Hy on tvig-getawum B. 368. 

Meaning, s. ^eatwe. 

Etymology. Cognates to OE. ^eatwe, ^etawe are: 
Goth, tewa f. 'Ordnung' (from which is derived the verb 
gat€wjan), OHG. gasatca, MHG. gemwe^ geeouwe f. n. 'tools, 
military equipment', ON. ggtvar 'military equipment'. 

That ^eatwe and getawa are originally one and the 
same word with different accentuation in Germ, is certain. 
In Germ, following the rule for the accent of Nominal 
Composita the first syllable bears the chief accent, never- 
theless compounds with the open prefixes ga- fra- hi" have 
very early given up this accentuation, and through analogy 
with the Verbal Composita have the accent on the root 
syllable, which in the Verbal Composita always bears the 
chief accent (cf. Bulbring § 68, § 72). Traces of the old 
accentuation are retained in the words geatwe and frietwe 
— getawa having undergone the later accent shifting from 
prefix to stem vowel (cf. also the compound *gunf-gaiew6s). 
Kluge (KZ. 26''^) sets down the Goth, forms as "^gdtewos 
and gatewos, which give respectively geatwe and getawa. 
Cf. also Kluge in Pauls Grundr. I, p. 391 flf. 

The rare form here-geatewa or -geatowe Sal. 52 perhaps 
points to an older form before final dropping of the vowel 
(cf. also geatawum B. 396), but it is more likely that the 
e or ' is simply a new transition vowel developed between 
a cons, and w followed by a vowel after a short accented 
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syllable, the vowel being originally m, but was weakened 
later to o, a, e (cf. Biilbring § 452). 

The oldest references for getawa are found in Beowulf 
in composition with wig and gad^ the Germ, form of which 
would be *ff&np-gatewos. The syncopation of the long vowel 
in gaUwos > g^atwe is to say the least striking, but parallel 
cases are found in OE., one of which is sinew <[ Goth. 
sinBva^ which appears in nom. as sinu^ seonu with elision 
of long €. Of., however, Uhlenbeck (Goth. Wb. p. 146), 
who connects OE. geatewe, geatwe^ ON. gptvar with a lost 
Goth. *gataws *ready, prepared^ from the verb taujan 'to 
make, to do', which appears in OCSlav. as the loan word 
gotovu. 

Beaf. 

Forms, sg. reaf nom. pi. rmf n. (a). 

In general rBaf has the meaning Vestimentum: robe, 
garment', here and there the meaning 'coat of maiF {he 
wolde fass beornes beagas gefeccan, reaf and hringas and gere- 
nod swurd By. 161; and Adfheres laf... eaUes unscende seM- 
inges reaf to habbanne Wald. 2*®), and belongs rather to 
a treatment of Anglo-Saxon garments, than to that of 
weapons (s. Diss, mentioned at beginning of Chap, on 
'Body Armour'). In the compounds, however, the usual 
meaning is that of 'war-garment, arms', and a second 
meaning that of 'booty, prey, plunder' belongs also to the 
department of arms. 

References. 1. vestis, vel vestimentum, cultus, indu- 
mentum : garment, vestment. 

sg. nom. indumentum : reaf WW. 86**'; cultus: 
fv> WW. 151^; vestis, uel vestimentum, uel indumentum: 
ou WW. 327 1^ xMinges reaf Wald. 2^^ 
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sg. gen. on his reafes fn«d Ps. 132 ^ 

sg. dat. hyrste beorhte reade and scire on reafe 
Ridls. 12*; mid stoUcum reafe Pre. Exod. XXI'. 

sg. instr. reafe birofene Bidls. 14'; mid lineum reafe 
Pre. Gen. 41"; mid oSfrum reafe Prs. Gen. 38^*; mid reafe 
Deut. 22 ^ 

sg. ace. fxt halie reaf fxt Aaron wered\ Prs. Exod. 29*^; 
he f€olde fms beornes beagas gefeccan, reaf and hringas By. 
161; (he) him set fa sceaf reaf of lice Gen. 1565; agif him 
his reafFiB. Exod. 22*^; and syUme . . . reaf to werigenne Pre. 
Gen. 28*®; fu sprengst Aaron and his reaf Pre. Exod. 29*^. 

nom. ace. pi. pa dyde heo of hire wydewan reaf Pre. 
Gen. 38*; and (hie) abxdon «t pam Egiptiscum . . . call hira 
bestan reaf Pre. Eod. 12'*; and tvacxon hig to mergen hira 
reaf Pre. Exod. 19^®; ac fa Israeliscan mf biddad «t fam 
Egiptescum mfon set hira nehgeburon . . . sylfrene fatu and gyl- 
dene and reafFrs. Exod. 3**;^w sprengst . . . and his suna and 
hira reaf Pre. Exod. 29*^; ealde madmas^ reaf and ran das 
Exod. 585; vestes : reaf WW. 96 *^ 

pi. gen. forms, vastes : reafa (?) WW. 81'; reaf era 
wanung Wulfst. 186^'. 

pi. dat. in blacum reafum Exod. 212. 

2. Spolium, rapina, exuuviae : booty, plunder. 

sg. instr. btUan hy py reafe rtedan motan Gild. 103. 

nom. ace. pi. exuuviae, spolie : reaf i. vestes mortu- 
orum, uel pelles ferarum, uel reaf -lac WW. 233^*; exuuias: 
reaf WW. 396"; excubias (for exubias) : ou WW. 525 ^ 

ace. oft weordlic reaf on huse men her gedxlad Ps. 67 ^*; 
se pe beorna reaf manige meted^ fxr hit mannum losad 
Ps. 118^®*. 

Compounds. 

gad -reaf n. vestitus bellicus, arma. 
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ace. ac Jle hord ongean hefed hygesnoUor, haligne scyld, 
gassUic gud-reaf Jul. 387. 

headu'teaf n, vestis beUica : battle garment. 

pi. ace. Sume }«r bidon heado-reaf heoldon B. 401. 

here-rBaf praeda, spolia : boody, plunder. 

sg. gen. heddon here-reafes Exod. 683. 

sg. ace. rum wxs to nimanne hnd-buendum on dam 
la&estafiy hyra edldfeondum heolfrig here-reaf Jud. 317. 

nom. aec. pi. spolia, uel manubie, uel prede : here 
reafWW. 143«; spoKa (v, VHy. 5"; (v, Bd. Gl. 76; dividere 
spolia : to dmlan here-reaf VPs. 67^'; spolia multa : here 
reaf micd VPs. 118 1«*; m^xmhms: here-reaf OE. Gl. l^»2^ 

wxl-rBaf spolia : booty taken from the slain. 

sg. nom. manubrium : wxl-reaf Corp, 1279; manubium- 
manuvium : nuadreaib-uudreah Ep. ^**, Er. ^*^^. 

sg. ace. Higdac .... wad-reaf werede B. 1205; and 
fonne p«t wsdreaf wyrtum Utdded faegre gefrsetwed Ph. 273; 
ic led me on laste lie eordan dad wadreaf wunigean weormum 
to hrodre Ap. 93. 

rBaf'ldc n. rapina : pillage, plunder. 

sg. nom. preda : rea/7ac WW. 143*. 

sg. dat.' s. under reaf WW. 233*^; to reaf -lace 
Ps. 61 *^ 

sg, aec. in rapinam : on reaflac WW. 421 *®. 

Etymology. Beafis derived from the sg. pret. stem 
of the str. verb, reofan, ON. rjufa Ho break, to tear to 
pieces'. Cognate to OE. reaf are OHG. roub, ON. val-rauf 
^spoils taken from the slain', ODu. roof^ OSax. nod-rof 
'rapine', OFrs. raf 'robbery, booty' from a Germ. *rauba. 
Of. Goth, birauhon berauhen (subst. not recorded), and the 
verbs ON. raufa^ OE. reafian^ OSax. robony OHG. roubon 
which are denominative formations from the subst. Sadi- 
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cally related are: Lit. rupeti *k(immerD, to trouble', rupas 
'rough'. Poln. rupid 'to bite', Lat. rumpo 'to tear, to break 
to pieces', 01. rupyati to the rt. *rup — Schwundstufe 
to Idg. *reup — (Hochstufe) 'to break, to tear to pieces' 
(Fick. I 526). The verb OE. reafian further appears in 
ME. as reven pp. reft^ NE. reave pp. reft usually with the 
prefix be-. For the relation of It. roba^ Fr. robe 'dress, 
garment' to OE. rsaf, OHG. roub s. Kluge, Etym. Wb. 
p. 311. 

Searn. 

Forms, searu^ seoru n. (wa). (S. Sievers 103, Anm. 1, 
for eo 150 ».) 

References. 1. lorica; armatura, arma : wargear, 
armour, equipment, arms. 

sg. nom. searo hwit sola} Reim. 67; garas stodon sx- 
manna searo, samol astgasdere B. 329. 

sg. ace. beran beorht searo Exod. 219. 

pi. dat. commentis ; searuum uel ordoncum Er. 278; 
id. : seorwum Corp. 545; yripeon : here-searum Ep. Er. 1100; 
yryseon : fv? Corp. 2175; Gu&byrne scan heard hondlocen^ 
hring-iren scir, song in searwum B. 323; gebide ge on beorge 
byrnum werede, secgas on searwum B. 2530; secg on sear- 
wum B. 249, 2700; he on searwum bad B. 2568; (arms) 
geseah da on searwum sige-eadig bil B. 1557; ond fa sid- 
frome searwum gearwe wigend wasron B. 1813. 

2. machina : machine, engine of war. 

sg. nom. ballista, catapulta, uel machina belli, : searu 
WW. 192®; h^Wsis^ : stasflidere, odde searu, i. machina belli 
WW. 357 21. 

sg. ace. machinam : searwe Bd. Gl. 73. 
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3. machinatio, dolus, insidiae : ambuscade, deception, 
waylaying, battle. 

For references s. Grein, Sprachschatz n, p. 434 and 
Bosworth Toller. 

4. ars, artificium, accuratio, diligentia: cunning in a 
good sense, skill, art. 

for references s. Grein and B. T. as above. 

Compounds. 1. For numerous compounds with searo 
as first member of the compound cf. Grein, Sprachschatz 
II, 435 — 436, and B. T. Die, those given here being 
confined to those compounds directly connected with war- 
equipment. 

searo'htebhend armaturam habens, armatus. 

nom. pi. searu-hasbhende An. 1528. 

gen. pi. in hen&um a leng searo-hasbhendra sar protoian, 
An. 1468; siex hunfdredja searo -hasbbendra Phar. 6; 
hwxt syndon ge searo-Jnebbendra B. 237. 

searo -net n. lorica aflfabre facta, s. net. 

searo'pil n. s. pil. 

2. Searo as second member of the compound. 

beadu-searo n. apparatus bellicus. 

ace. pi. purh pa (brimu) hie heora beado- searo wxgon 
Exod. 572. 

fyrd'Searu n. the same as beadu-searo. 

ace. sg. gud-gewxdu^ fyrd-searo fuslic B. 2618. 

ace. pi. fyrd'Searu fuslicu B. 232. 

gn&'Searo armatura bellica. 

ace. gu&'Seuro geatolic B. 215. 

nom. pi. byman hringdon, gudsearo gumena B. 328; 
gudsearo gtdlon An. 127. 

Etymology. A general Germ. term. Cognates to 
OE. searu are: OSax. OHG. saroy Goth, sarwa n. pi. 
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*Rti8tung'. Cf. MHG. sarwat, sarewat, and ON. sprve *a 
necklace from a string of pearls or stones (also armour)'. 
The Germ, form is *5ar«;o-, probably to be connected with 
Idg. *serO' 'to string, to put in a row' (s. Fick, Vgl Wb*. 
I, 562).- Related are Lat. serere, Gr. elcsiv 'to fasten together, 
to make fast', to which Olr. sreth 'a row', and the unrecorded 
Skt. ^sarcU 'thread'. OPr. sarwis. Lit. Pol. szarwal 'armour' 
are Goth, loan words. 

W»peii. 

Forms, acxpen, wepen n. (a). 

nom. pi. wxpen, wxpmo^ w«pno (s. Sievers Gramm. 
244 «). 

The word occurs so frequently that only a certain 
member of references have been selected for each case. 

References, sg. nom. and ace. wxpen hafenade heard 
be hUtum Higelaces degn B. 1673; nolde ic sweord 6eran, 
wxpen to wyrme B. 2519; pedh fast wxpen duge B. 1660; 
he to sxcce hxr wxpen tmndum heard B. 2687; wxpen up 
ahof By. 131 ; pa hwile pe he wxpen mxge habhan and 
healdan By. 235; ac me sceal wxpen niman By. 252; no ic 
eow sweord ongean mid gehdgne hond odberan pence, worvUde 
wxpen God. 275; pis hid heoma gehwam wid xglxce un 
oferswided wxpen xt wigge El. 1188; ne wdde he oder 
wxpen nemne ane gyrde him on honda habban Bd. 3, 18*®*; 
ge{irip wepen VPs. 34 * ; fv? ib. 45^® ; <v? ib. 57 ^. 

sg. gen. sum wxpnes ecge Gen. 1830; pxs wxpnes 
B. 1467 ; nemihte he gehealdan heardne mece, wxpnes wealdan 
By. 168; purh wxpnes spor! Jul. 623; wxpnes ecgge Sal. 
165; mucro : swerdes ord, uel opres wxpnes WW. 549 *'^. 

sg. dat. ofi his wxpne Sal. 161; mid nxnige wxpne 
Ep. Al. 157 *««. 
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instr. mid dy man fullan wxpne acwedlde Bd. 2,9, 122**; 
fy wiepne B. 1664; Wulf Wonreding wxpne germhte B. 2965; 
mid his wxpne By. 228. 

nom. ace. pi. hutan hie him eaUe hiera wtepeno ageafen 
Or. 4, 13, 210 *^ fxt hi him waspno worhton Bd. 1, 12, 46"^; 
hu hi him wsepen wyrcean Bd. 1, 12, 46®; pxt he moste 
wxpen wegan Bd. 2, 13, 138 *; arma : wepn Cant. Ps. 34*; 
wxpn Bl. Horn. 167^; wiepen Ridls. 4*®; wxpen waslgifru 
Wand. 100; for pon ecd heora wapenu fxra minrafegna . . . 
ic hie mid yldenum felum bewyrcean Ep. Al. 145^*^. 

pi. gen. armonun : waspna V. Hy. 6^®; seo wxpna laf 
Gen. 2005; fa se hdlga heht his heord werod w«pna onfon 
Gen. 2040; gesealde wsepna gewedd Exod. 20; hxgsteald 
modige wsepna wwlslihtes Exod. 328 ; waster wepna ful Exod. 
450; w«pna lafe Dan. 74; wxpna wyrpum Cri. 565; for his 
won-hydtim wmpna ne-recce& B. 434; wicga ond wsepna 
B. 1045; waspna smid B. 1452; ^«^ (w«s) waspna cyst B.1559; 
waspna ecgum An. 71; waspna wundum Gtld. 255; waspna 
ecggum Sal, 259; fv> Ep. Al. 147*^^; swelce eac heora waspena 
noht lytel hyrden wass Ep. Al. 145 ^*®. 

pi. dat. mid waspnum Homl. Ass. XV, p. 171 ^* ; fv? Bd. 
1, 7, 36ii; fNjBd. 2,9, 12228; to ond mid waspnum Homl. 
Ass. IX, 175, 374; mid waspnum Or. 3, 3, 1023i; oj Bl. 
Horn. 203^^'*^ 212*, 225 »»; wi& sceafan waepnum Gri. 775; 
cv; An. 1291; ouEp. Al. 148 *»^ 143 »», 147 *i\ *^ 144 ^^^ 

pi. instr. wasUfyU weres waspnum gespeded Gen. 1527 ; 
ond fe waspnum last rancstraste ford rume wyrcan Gen. 2111; 
fonne dead nimed wigd waslgifre waspnum gepry fed Ph. 486; 
nis fast seld-guma waspnum geweordad B. 250; wass se iren- 
freat waspnum gewurfad B. 331 ; wigum ond waspnum B. 2395; 
ungan mid waspnum By, 126; mid gassta waspnum Gad. 60; 
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<v> Ap. 69; wtepnum to wigge E\. 48; scearpum wmpnum 
Ridls. 4"; (v^Ridls. 21". 

Compounds. 1. wmpen as second member of the 
compound. 

beadU'Wmpen n. arma bellica:a battle weapon. 

pi. ace. stoift ic eom on fefe^ heado wxpen JercRidls. 16^ 

pi. instr. brunum heado-wxpnum Bidls. 18^. 

camp'W«pen n. arma bellica:a battle weapon. 

pi. instr. oft ic gtestherend cweUe compwmpnum 
Ridls. 21 ». 

hfre-wsepen n. arma: weapon. 

pi. instr. hedld me here-wagpnum Ps. 34'. 

heoru-wiepen n. weapon, sword. 

pi. instr. fuhton fearle heardum heoru-wtepnum Jud. 263. 

hilde-wmpen n. weapon. 

pi. instr. ne-hyrde ic cymlicor ceol gegyrwan hUde- 
wxpnum ond heado-wxdum B. 39. 

sige-wxpen n. ensis victoriosus : victorious weapon 
or sword. 

pi. instr. ac he sige-waspnum forsworen hxfde B. 804. 

2. w«pen as first member of the compound. 

wxpen-berend m. armatus : an armed man. 

sg. nom. se stronga woepenberend gehealdad Lind. Lk. 
11^^ (other readings Corp. se stranga gewaspened, H. se strange 
ge-waepned, Rush.^ de stronga wependberend). 

wxpen-bora m. a warrior : gladium portantes. 

sg. nom. dixmigQV \ wa^pnhora Aelfc. Gr. 317^^; 27^'; 
rv;ib. WW. 332^*; ^irrngGr : waspenbora WW. 142^; belli- 
cosus, pugnandi c\x\)id\xs \ wigbaere^ wxpenboraWVf. 193^^. 

pi. nom. pugiles, i. gladiatores : waspenboren, cempan 
OE. Gl. I, 751. 

wiepengecynd n. veretrum : waspengecynd WW. 160^ 
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wsepen-getasc or -tac n. a vote of consent expressed 
by touching weapons. Used in northern England while in the 
south hundred was used. Of Scan, origin, cf. Icel. vapna-taJc. 

sg. dat. xlc man mid heora getvytnyssa higcge and 
SjfUe xlc feora ceapa^ fe he hicgcge odde sylle aj^er otfde hurge 
odde wxpengetace L. Edg. IV, Ges. Lieberm. p. 210 [6]; 
and fxr man syUe on wapentake . . . L. Eth. Ill, Ges. 
Lieberm. p. 228 [1, 2]. 

wsepen-gefrxc (?) n. battle. 

ofsend woepen gi&rxcc: effunde frameam Rtl. 168*. 
Quoted from B. T. 

wxpen-gewrixl n. hostile encounter : pugna. 

sg. nom. fxt tvxpen gewrixl weorde gemxne fegene 
and frxle Wulfst. 162'. 

sg. gen. gumena gemotes^ wxpengewrixles Aedelst. 51. 

wxpen-hfte m. violence, war. 

sg. ace. x&ele sceoldon durh wxpenhete weorc prowian 
Ap. 80. 

wxpen-has n. armoury. 

sg. nom. armamentarium : wxpenhm WW. 348 ^^; 
id.: wxpnahus WW. 141*®. 

wxpen-Uas adj. without weapons. 

e virgine : fram wxpenleasre WW. 230 ^. 

wxpen-lic adj. male. 

calamus : fxt wxpevdice Urn WW. 368 ^^. preputia : 
fa wxpenlican limo WW. 470*', 471**. 

wxpen-mann m. a male, a man. 

sg. nom. vir:w;er, oMe wxpman WW. 310^*; hie 
mas-:^e5 wxpman Aelfc. Gr. 50^*. 

omne masculinum: eghuelc he, woepen-mon Lind. Lk. 
n*' (other readings xlc tvxpned Corp., xlc wxpnyd H., 
eghwdc wepenmon Rush.*). 
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pi. gen. neh six hundred waspmanna Prs.Exod. XVII*'; 
on wsepmonna tvysan HomL Skt. I, 2^^ 

w^pen-strxl m. s. str^l. 

wxpen-fracu f. armorum impetus, pugna : battle. 

sg. ace. Heht }a on uhian . . . wigend wreccan and 
wxpenprtece El. 106. 

sg. instr. mid wtepenprxce Gen. 2290. 

w«pen-w%festre f. bermafroditus. 

sg. nom. bermafroditus :]wtepen' tcifestre, uel scriiia 
uel bieddd WW. 161 ". 

wmpen-wiga m. bellator armatus : warrior. 

sg, nom. ic wxs wtepentviga Ridls. 15 ^ 

derived are: 

wmpned (armatus) masculus, vir. S. Grein, Sprach- 
scbatz I. 648 and B. T. Die. 

wxpned'hearn n. a male cbild. 

sg. dat. fore wepned-heame Bd. 1, 27, 768. 

wsepned'Cynn n. male race. 

sg. nom. masculinum: w«pned cyn WW. 444^. 

sg. gen. on gehwUcne wtepned cynnes Gen. 2312, 2319; 
fe his hina wxs wtepned cynnes Gen. 2372; fordon anra ge- 
hwUc ut dlasdde wtepnedcynnes wigan asghwUcne Exod. 188; 
ic fa wiht geseah wtepnedcynnes geogudmyrwe grtedig 
Ridls. 391. 

wmpned'had m. male sex. 

sg. gen. swa hwmt swa si wtepned hades Prs. Num. I*; 
ond me ftet on Itene gelid pet gesibhra terfeweard forfcymed 
wepned-hades Cbart. Tb. 483^'. 

wxpned'hand f. tbe male side of descent. 

gen. pi. swa wif handa swa wepned handa swa&er ic 
wyUe Cbart. Tb. 491 »». 

wxpned'healf f. tbe male side or line. 
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sg. ace. on fa wsepnedhedlfe Chart. Th. 491 ^^. 

wmpned-mann m. man. 

sg. nom. mares : wsepnedman WW. 449*®; ond sdc 
wiepnedmon Or. 4, 10, 196 «i; xlc waspned-man setyvd beforan 
driUne Prs. Exod. XXIII^^ 

sg. dat. ^ scealt wsepned-men wesan on gewedlde 
Gen. 919; wiggryre wifes he wsepned-men B. 1284. 

nom. ace. pi. wxpned-men Ep. Al. 158*®®. 

pi. gen. swa hit mon on para wtepned-monna gebserum 
on gitan mehte Or. 4, 10, 1949. 

pi. dat. \mid wif-mannum and wwpned-mannum Bl. 
Homl. 79 1®. 

wsepnung f. (o) armour, used collectively for weapons, 
armatura : w^jpwww^re OE.Gl. 1'^*; mid ormxtere rw Horn. 
Ass. 74^; mid his ge- <^ Homl. Skt. I, 3**^^; mid ormettre 
po Homl. Skt. I, 18 »^ 

Meaning, arma : weapons, everything belonging 
to the war-equipment of a warrior. 

Etymology. To OE. wmpen, ME. w^en, NE. weapon, 
correspond: Goth. w;epw, OPrs. wepen, OSax. wapan, Du. 
wapen^ ON. vapn, Dan. vaaben^ Swed. vapen all from a 
Germ, form *wepna' (wibna-) from Idg.* wBb^io- beside 
OHG. wafan, waff an, NHG. wafen, NHG. waffe from Germ.* 
wefna — from Idg. wepno — . The Germ, stem according 
to Kaufinann (PBB. XH, 527) is wBf: w^^ the Cons, of the 
stem showing West-Germ. Cons, lengthening before n. 
The West- Germ. gemm. of 5 is found in the upper 
German dialects, the p of OE. wiepen, ON. vapn, M.Frank. 
wapen etc. being traced back to a common Germ, assimi- 
lation of ft n > pp, n being retained, however, in the cases 
with the accent on the stem vowel, and pp after the long so- 
nant being simplified to p. Similar is the case of f f <C f n, 
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which is siiDplified after the long sonant in the same 
manner as p. Cf. Swiss, waffv, Swab, wgfo (Kluge, Beitr. 
IX, p. 159). Kaufinann and Kluge admit the possibility 
of relationship with Gr. SnXov, supposing the double Idg. 
root (Kluge, Etym. Wb. 411) wop: web. Wether this is to 
be connected with Skt. root vap 'to sow, to strew' is un- 
certain. 



IL Weapons of Attack. 

I. The Spear. 

£sc. 

Forms. ms6 m. (i). 

References. 1. Spear with shaft made of ash wood, 

sg. nom. xsc acwehte By. 310. 

sg. ace. Byrhtno& . . . wand wacne «sc By. 43. 

gen. pi. ]^e de assca tir ast gude forgeaf Gen. 2108; 
eorlas fornoman asca pryfe Wand. 99. 

dat. pi. beornas comon, wigendra preat . . . asscum 
deaMe An. 1097 ; swa ic , . . wedd under wolcnum ond hig 
wigge bdeac manigum mmgpa geond pyne middan-geard 
xscum ond ecgum B. 1772; and eorlas xscum deaUe (ofer 
wmtres byht wsegn to lande) Ridls. 23 ^^ 

2. Ash tree (the original meaning), 
fraxinus : sesc WW. 23 ^*. 

3. a ship. 

dromo:«5c WW. 287"; id.: (v>uel bard WW, 181 «^ 

4. The Runic letter se. / (assc) bif oferheah . . . Run. 81. 
Compounds. 1. with assd as first member of the 

compound. 
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assd'herend m. spear bearer, warrior. 

pi. nom. nalas late wxron eorre xsc herend to fane or 
lege An. 47; eorre assc-berend An. 1076; weras cwanedoUj 
ealde tescberend An. 1537. 

pi. gen. he pasr wigena fand asscherendra XVIII. 
Gen. 2041. 

xsd'hfre m. the spear array, army. 

sg. nom. se xsc-here By. 69. 

xsd'holt n. spear. 

sg. ace. xscholt asceoc By. 230. 

pi. nom. garas stodon, . . . assc-holt ufan grxg B. 330. 

assd'plega m. spear play, battle. 

sg. dat. ast dam assc-plegan Jud. 217. 

xsd-rof adj. spear-renowned, warlike. 

sg. nom. goldwine gumena . . . assc-rof^ unslaw El. 202. 

pi. nom. eorlas assc-rofe El. 275; rv Jud. 337. 

assd'Stfde m. battle-place. 

sg. nom. hwylc asscstede inne in rascede mid werum 
wunige M6d. 17. 

assd-tir m. glory in war. 

sg. nom. Sigor eft ahwearf of nordmonna ni&geteone 
msctir wera Gen. 2069. 

assd'Pracu f. spear violence, battle. 

sg. dat. ast assc-prasce Gen. 2153. 

assd'Wiga m. warrior. 

pi. nom. wasron assc-wigan El. 259. 

2. with assd as second element of compound. 

daro&'assd (?) m. s. darod. 

Etymology. A term for spear common to the Germ, 
dialects. Refer to P. B. B. XXVI, p. 295, Kluge, Etym. 
Wb. p. 99, Murray New English Die. 

Keller, The Anglo-Saxon Weapon Names. 9 
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Mt'gtLV. 

Forms. 1. setgaTf ategar m (a). 

2. astgseru, setgero, st. m. [?] (u) Sievers § 273, Anm. 4. 

3. xt-gsere, xtgare [xt-gxre, -gate Sweet. Stud. Die.) n. 

References. 1. xtgar^ ategar. 

sg. nom. falariea i. theca gladii, teli genus, uel aste 
grandis (MS. B. hasta), uel lancea magna: «tgar WW. 
235 ^* ; falariea : fyrdwerod, feohtgegyrdan, adgar, uel genus 
teU WW. 399". 

nom. ace. pi. ansatas : ategaras OE. Gl. U, 502; ansatas 
(hastas) : spreotas, <v> WW. 343 ^^. 

gen. pi. falariea : ategar a OE. Gl. I, 5023; pbalarica (gl. i. 
hasta): (v> Hpt. Gl. 425^*. 

dat. pi. falariea, i. genus teli : ategarum OE. Gl. I, 786 ; 
anscuta (for ansata) : tUegarum (?) misreading for ategarum (?) 
cf. Leo's Glossar, p.400» and 555 ^^ 

2. tetgsrUi letgero. 

sg. nom. framea : tetgxru WW. 23^*; framea : rv, «^ 
garu Ep. Er. **^ ex; Corp. 922; fahncs. : adgero Corp. 839; 
falariea: asgtero [for astgero] WW. 21**. 

3. aetgsere^ mtgare, 

sg. nom. falariea : mtgare OE. Gl. 8'**; framea : sweord, 
odde rvWW. 404 ^'^; (sg. nom. ?) ansatae : «^^«re WW. 6*, 
Corp. 167. 

Meaning, falariea, ansata, framea : spear, lance. 
Here framea is used with the meaning ^spear' except above 
framea, sweord^ odde astgare : where it is equivalent to 
either sword or spear. Falariea has also the meaning of 
*spear' cf. falariea : spere WW. 142^*, rv wigspere WW. 
143 ^* etc. Ansata also has the meaning of 'spear, lance', 
cf. ansatas : 5perw WW. 516*. 
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San Marte, Waffenkunde p. 151, attempts to prove 
that 0H6. asger has the meaning of ^sword', referring it 
to the sharp short Asiatic sword. He cites the passage 
from Wigalois 10671: ^^Starchin sper von angeran man 
fuorte mit dm fUrsten dan wol ewein isech fuoder ode mir, 
Gabilot und ateger trtwgen die sariande^*. "The last named 
weapons" says San Marte "stand here in contrast to the 
strong spears of the princes, neither gabilot nor atiger be- 
ing knightly weapons: it is striking, however, that the 
squires should be provided with two light spears." By 
referring to gar^ however, it will be seen that there are 
two classes, the heavy and the light (cf. WW. 235^^ — 
falarica i. theca gladii, teli genus, uel aste grandis, uel 
lancea magna), so that here the ateger may be presumed 
to be the heavy lance, the gabilot the lighter one. 

Etymology. The Compound astgar appears in all 
the Germ, dialects, Goth, excepted, cognate forms being: 
OHG. aeiger^ azger; OFris. etger; ON. atgeirr; MHG. atiger; 
and in OPr. as loan word from the Norse agier or algeir 
(cf. Rol., Bartsch, Chres., p. 37 1. 34 for the unusual 
form atgiers). 

Grimm (Gramm. II, 717) regards the word as com- 
pounded of the prep, and prefix Idg. ad-, Lat. ad- 'to', 
Norse, Goth., OSax. at-, OHG. ae- 'to, by\ NE. at-, OE. «^, 
+ gar. set is here used in rntgar only as an intensive. Cf. 
also Lt. compound ad-duco etc. 

Daro6« 

Forms. daro&, -e^, -a^, dearef, deoref m. (a). (For 
"jtingere Vokalwechsel" s. Sievers A.-S. Gramm. § 129, for 
explanation of forms such as daredum, dareda. For deare& 
with u uml. cf. Sievers A.-S. Gramm. § 103, Anm. 2). 
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References, sg. nom. daro& sceal on handa Gn. 

(C.) 21. 

sg. ace. forlet fa drenga sum darod of handa By. 149; 

(he) darod acwehte By. 255. 

pi. nom. daro^as wteron weo psere wihte and se umdu 
searwum f teste gebtmden Ridls. 57*. 

pi. gen. part of a loom — furh darolfa gedrep An. 1444, 
remains of an army — dreorig daro&a laf Ae9elst. 54. 

pi. dat. dare&um lacan B. 2848. 

Compounds. 1. With daroif as first member of 
compound. 

darod'xsd (?) m. spear ash, spear. 

pi. nom. flugon darolf xsc, hildentedran El. 140. 

daro&'hxhhende m. warrior, javelin bearing. 

sg. nom. pa reordode rices hyrde m& p«re fsemnan 
fxder frecne mode dara&heebbende Jul. 68. 

darod-lacende javelin-brandishing, warrior. 

pi. nom. and of burgsalum heompreat monig fara& fold 
wegum folca frypum, eoredcystum ofestum gefysde daredla- 
cende Pan. 53; fe&an - trymedon eoredcestumy fast on xlfylce 
deared lacende El. 37. 

pi. gen. hwset f«r eaUra wtes . . . dared lacendra [read- 
ing of Zupitza lacende] deadra gefeallan El. 651. 

darod-sdeaft m. spear-shaft, spear. 

pi. dat. under deoredsceaftum Gen. 1984. 

Meaning. A light throwing spear or javelin — 
from the references apparently synonymous to the lighter 
sort of gar. 

Etymology. Cognates to OE. daro& are found in 
all the Germanic branches except the Goth. — OHQ. tart 
'lance', MHG. dard, MLat. dardus (Germanic loan word); 
ON. darradr m. 'spear bearer' [dprr m. 'spear'] ; Swed. dart 
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'a dagger'. From MLat. dardus come OFr., Prov. dart; 
It., Span, dardo, and from the OFr. form is taken ME. 
dart, appearing in Chancer, while the OE. form has been 
lost (cf. the verb 'to darf). The word appears also in 
Slav. Hung, as darda 'a throwing spear, an arrow' a 
Germanic loan word, probably from the OSax. (s. Pauls. 
Grdr. p. 361). It appears in Buss, as drot<i'^durotu; in 
Bouman. as darda from MLat. dardus. It is related to 
the OE. verb dorian 'to injure, destroy'. 

The attempt of Sarrazin PBB. XI, p. 173 to classify 
darod as a Norse loan word is refuted by Sievers at 
p. 356 of the same Vol. 

Franca. 

Form, franca m. (an). 

Beferences. Sg. nom. ^a stod his franca Homl. 
Skt. I 3«««. 

sg. dat. mid his francan By. 77. 

sg. ace. he let his francan wadan furh &«s hysses hals 
By. 140. 

nom. ace. pi. francan wasron hlude Gen. 1982; ond 
twegen francan Chart. Th. 516^* (a later copy of this will 
p. 518 reads frangen). 

Meaning. A spear, lance, or javeUn, corresponding 
to the gar. 

Etymology. Mailenhoflf (Z. f. d. A. VII 19flf.) states 
that the name of the battle axe of the Franks, the fran- 
cisca, is derived from the name of the people, and further- 
more that not only this weapon, but the franca of the 
Anglo-Saxons, and the Norse fralcka (loan word), frakki 
are of like origin. 
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Grimm (G. d. d. Spr. 512 ff.) makes a similar statement, 
connecting the name of the people with an adjective 
derived from the root of the Goth. adj. freis, NHG. frei 
meaning 'a free born man'. Grimm's supposition, however, 
that framea is a corruption of Germ, franca arising from 
a misunderstanding on the part of the Romans of the 
German word is hardly tenable. 

Kluge, Etym. Wb. p. 122, on the other hand, derives 
the name of the people from a Germ. *franko meaning 
*a spear', from whence OE. franca. This is, however, not 
generally accepted, and it is possible to say with a fair 
degree of certainty that the name of the people has given 
the name to the weapon. Concerning the origin of this 
name, however, there is still considerable controversy. Cf. 
Grimm (G. d. d. Spr. 513—617) and Fick (Vgl. Wb. 1484). 

The Norse word frakJca f. found only once in the 
Rigsmgl 32 is probably an OE. loan word, while the masc. 
frakki ^a kind of weapon' found in the compounds Arae- 
fraJcJci 'a corpse fluke, the blade of a sword' (Gisla Saga 7), 
and akkeris fluke 'an anchor fluke' in the Fom-s0gur 996, 
points to early borrowing direct from the WGerm., both 
borrowings, however, occurring at a period before nk was 
assimilated to kk, which development was already com- 
pleted in the Viking Age (cf. Noreen aisl. Gramm. § 207 *). 

Gad. 

Forms, gad, goad f. (O). (Grein, Sprachschatz Bd.I, 
p. 366, gives the form as gadu f., mod. E. goad, however, 
speaks for a.) 

References, sg. nom. stiga : gaad WW. 49^; <v> Corp. 
1937; stimulus : ^a/ay WW 105^ stimulus :(/ad WW.313«»; 
cuspis : ex; WW. 275 ^S 369 ^^ 
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sg. ace. hafad gu^-mxcga gierde lange, gyldene gade 
Sal. 91. 

Meaning. 1. muero : a point of an instrument. 

2. cuspis : a spear or arrow head. 

3. stimulus, stiga: sting, prick, goad. 
Compound. 

gad'isen n. stimulus : goad. 

aculeus : sticd, uel gadisenCy WW. 106®; cum stimu- 
lo : mid gadisene WW. 90^®. 

Etymology. OE. gad, ME. gfd, NE. goad identical 
with Langobard. gaida 'spear', from Germ. *gaid6, Idg. 
*ghai't&^ is related to OE. gar, and is derived from the 
same root *ghi or *ghai. S. gar. 

Radically related are: OHG. gart *rod, staflf, twig', 
Goth, gaisids (s. Pauls Grdr. p. 324), ON. gaddr 'a goad' 
from a Germ, base ^gazda- probably identical with Lat. 
hasta from Idg. ^ghazdhd. The NE. goad 'an instrument 
with a sharp point for driving cattle', is not identical with 
ME., NE. gad, which is a loan word from ON. gaddr. 
According to Uhlenbeck (PBB. XIX. p. 619 flf.) Mod.Eng. 
yard in yard stick <C OE. gerd (gyrd) corresponding to OHG. 
gfrta, garte 'rod, twig', MHG., NHG. g§rte is to be separated 
from Germ. *gazda. Cf., however, Kluge, Etym. Wb. p. 142, 
who sets the Germ, base for ^erd as *gazdjd. 

Oafeluc. 

Form s. gafduc nom. pL, gavelucas m. (a). 

References, sg. dat. Jaculo (i. sagitta) :fla, gafe . . . 
wiuere OE. Gl. 1 *^^' reading of MS. R. flan or flam, ga- 
vduce, of Hpt. Gl. 432* fla(ne), vi(d)bere, gaveluca. 

nom. ace. pi. hastiUa : gafducas WW. 143®; catapultas : 
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cx>, sagittas Hpt. Gl. 405^*; catapultas : arewan, <v> OE. 
Gl. l«w 

pi. dat. hi scuton fa mid gafducum Horn. Ski 11, 32^^^ 

Meaning, hastilia: a light spear, a dart, a javelin, 
a hunting spear. This kind of dart was carried in a 
quiver, and the skill in throwing it was known in MHG. 
as the Swanc. It was not a knightly weapon, and was 
used chiefly for hunting. 

Etymology. Gafduc is a very rarely recorded late 
OE. word of Celtic origin, most likely taken &om Cymr. 
gaflach meaning 'a spear'. 

The form gaudot occurring in a late ME. glossar 
missile: an^^ a shafte and a shetd and a gaudot WW. 
696^', shows not the OE. but the Fr. form, which was 
in Norm. Fr. of the 12*^ century gavdot, Central Fi^javdot^ 
but had no influence whatever upon the OE. form. Thur- 
neysen (s. Keltoromanisches p. 63) traces the related French 
javdot, gavelet^ glavdoty gavrelot; It. giaveloUo to a ^gavl-d-oty 
derived fipom a vulg. Lt. form such as ^gdbal-dlus, the 
Celtic origin of which is probably Celt. *gdbalu %rked 
branch, a fork (Stokes II. Bd., Ficks, Idg. Wb. p. 105), 
derivatives of which are Ir. gabuly gdbul f.; NIr. gahhal; 
Gael. gdbhaU; Cymr. gafl; Bret, gavl, gaol all fem. The Ir. 
pi. of gahhal is gdbMa once glossed with sleagha pi. 'a 
throwing spear' (s. Oclery, Rev. Celt. IV, 428). Finally says 
Thumeysen the Eng. form gaflac, gafeloc could correspond 
to the Celt. adj. *gabalacos; Bret. *gavldc 'forked'. Cf. 
NIr. gabUach; Gael. goJMach; Cymr. gaflog 'forked'. To 
gafduc are related the NE. words gaif 'a light fishing spear', 
OFr. gaffe^ from Ir. gaf gafa 'a hook', and gable 'the 
peak of a house top'. Low Lt. gahulum 'a gable'. The 
gaveluc itself has remained in NE. in dialect but not in 
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the literary language; cf. the gavelack of the north of 
England recorded in 'Tour to the Caves' 1781 (E. D. S. 
1, 6, 6, 23, p. 6) with the meaning of 'iron crow'. Again 
in a gloss, of the Provincialisms of East Yorkshire in 
1788 (see above p. 28) occurs the form geavlac 'an iron 
crow for raising stones', and from the West Riding of 
Yorkshire gavelock 'a strong iron bar used as a lever' (see 
above p. 88) from a list of ancient words communicated 
by Robert Willan in 1811 to Vol. XVH of the Archaeologia. 

Related to gavduc and from the same root are the 
German Gielel 'gable', and Gaitd 'fork'. Related to the 
former is 6r. xe^aXiij, Got. gihla^ OHG. gihil 'giebel' and 
g'ebal 'Kopf ' with Ablaut to ON. gafl 'gable', which are 
derived from a ground form *Idg. g^hebh- 'gable, head' 
(see Fick 1, 415), which Franck (Etym. Woordenbock p. 290) 
connects with a possible Idg. root ^g^hebh- vertex, top. In 
Ablaut to gebal etc. is OHG. gabdla 'fork', Celt, gabalu 
(Ir. gabut)^ NHG. gdbeL Some connect it with 01. gab- 
hastis (s. Uhlenbeck, ai. Wb. p. 77) from the Idg. root *ghabh 
'fassen, to seize'? 

For the relation in meaning of head, gable, fork it 
may be conjectured that the primitive meaning of 'vertex, 
top' gave rise to the sense of 'gable', a gable being ori- 
ginally formed by two pieces of timber crossed at the top, 
which later developed the meaning of 'forked, a fork' 
(see Murray NED. under gable). 

Gar. 

Forms, gar pi. nom. garas m. (a). 

References, sg. nom. fleag giellende gar on grome 
peode Wid. 128; gar golds fah Gn. (C.) 22; gar on sceafle 
Gn. (Ex.) 203; fset-de gar nymed B. 1846; sumne sceaU gar 
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agetan Wy, 16 ; for&on sceall gar wesan rnonig tnorgen-ceald 
mundum hewunden B. 3021; gar oft purhwod fxges feorh 
hus By. 296. 

8g. gen. gylpplegan gares Exod. 240; o^^e gares fliht 
B. 1765; &urh gares gripe An. 187; mid gares orde Gen. 
1522; l«ta& gares ord^ earh aitre gemxl in gedufan in fseges 
ferd An. 1330. 

sg. dat. spicule (gl. pectato) : gare^ vifde Hpt. Gl. 432 ". 

sg. instr. hie on gebyrd hruron gare wunde B. 1075; 
ond his mmg ofscet , . . blodigan gare B. 2440; mid gare 
By. 138; gseston godes cempan gare and lige Jul. 17. 

sg. ace. jaculum : garWW. 81 *^ ; onganfa ford beran gar 
to gufe By. 13; fa htvilefe he wsepen mage hahban andheaidan 
. . . gar and god swurd By. 237 ; oft he gar forlet By. 321; 
sende da se sasrinc sufeme gar By. 134; gegrip gar and scyld 
Ps. XXXIV*. 

nom. ace. pi. hi tviUad eow to gafde garas syUan By. 
46 ; hi togxdere garas heron By. 67 ; hi leton fa of folman 
feolhearde speru gegrundene gara^ . . . fleogan By. 109; (hie) 
garas sendon in heardra gemang Jud. 224; garas lixton 
El. 23, 125; garas hrysedon An. 127; garas stodon B. 328; 
garas trymedon Exod. 158 ; gripon unfsegre under sceat werum 
scearpe garas Gen. 2064; hetend heoru grimme . . . garas ofer 
geolo rand . . . for&onsendan El. 118; siffan hy togxdre garas 
Mamdon Jul. 63; fmt fe furuhgangan garas on deostrum 
Ps. XC^; eft gewurdon on gescot feohta scearpe garas Ps. 
LIV^^ spicula i. sagittae : ^Faros OE. Gl. I 2098, Hpt. Gl. 
405^^; spicula i. sagittae : ^v? Hpt. Gl. 455*'; hy gyUende garas 
ssendan M. C. 14. 

pi. gen. spicularum :ga . . . OE. Gl. I **®S gara Hpt. 
Gl. 510*^, MS. R. gara; jaculorum : scotsper[a], rw Hpt. 
Gl. 405^*; gara ordum An. 32; an gara laf Gen. 2019. 
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pi. dat. ulcea : garan (late WS.) WW. 332 ^^ eodon 
him fa togenes garum gehyrsted An. 45; modige magufegnas 
. . . woldon . . . garum agetan An. 1143; fxr Iseg secg monig 
garum ageted Aeflelst. 18. 

Compounds. 1. with gar as second member of the 
compound. 

set-gar s. setgar. 

han-gar. Ion-gar m. deadly spear. (Cf. bana, bona 
'murderer'.) 

hon-gar luged B. 2031. 

frum-gar m. chief, general. 

sg. nom. and se frum^ar Gen. 1183. 

sg. dat. on dam frum-gare B. 2856; to fam frumgare 
Jul. 685. 

nom. ace. pi. fast fa frumgaras he feore dasde Dan. 101 ; 
pa gesamnedon side herigeas folces frumgaras An. 1068. 

pi. dat. mid frumgarum Gen. 2116; of dani^ frumgarum 
Gen. 2614. 

frum-gara m. leader. 

sg. nom. se frumgara Gen. 1169. 

sg. dat. gif du dam frumgaran Iryde wymest Gen. 
2659. 

nom. ace. pi. frumgaran fry Gen. 1334; and fa frum- 
garan . . . wseron Gen. 1708. 

dat. pi. fa he his frumgaran wishydig wer wordum sxgde 
Gen. 2052. 

Hyge-gar m. wile, device. 

sg. ace. . . . hygegar leted, scuriim sceotef Mod. 34. 

naho-gar m. auger. 

' rotnum : nahogar Corp. 1754; terrebellus — terebellus: 
nabfogar — nahoger Ep. ^^^^^ Er. ^®®^; terebellus : w^ftw^raar 
Leid. Gl. 196. 
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tite-gar &. cetgar. 

wtel-gar m. slaughter spear. 

sg. nom. waslgar slited Beim. 61. 

2. with gar as first member of compound. 

gar-bBam m. javelin-shaft. 

sg. gen. . . . garbeames feng Exod. 246. 

gar-berend m. warrior. 

nom. pi. grame gar-berend . . . feohtan By. 262. 

gen. pi. hsefde dsta gehwUc . . . garberendra Exod. 231. 

gar-cBne adj. brave, warlike. 

sg. nom. Off a wass . . . gar-cene man B. 1958. 

gar-cUfe f. agrimony. 

agrimoni : garcUfe WW. 296 ^\ 

gar-cwealm m. slaughter. 

sg. nom. se de call geman gar-cwecdm gumena B. 2043. 

Gar-Dffie pi. Danes s. Beowulf — for the numerous 
names of persons formed with gar s. Sweet OET. 
p. 586 ff. This formation with gar is frequent also in 
Norse cf. Geira-hod 'name of a Walkyre', geir-bru 'the 
spear-bridge' etc. 

gar-faru f. warUke expedition. 

sg. dat. fufas wundon ofer garfare Exod. 343. 

pi. ace. deofla stradas . . . gromra gar-fare Cri. 781, 
meaning here 'flight of weapons (spears)'. 

gar-heap m. warlike troop. 

sg. dat. in pam garheape Exod. 321. 

gar-hoU n. javelin-shaft, javelin. 

sg. ace. fset ic pe wel-herige . . . gar-holt bere B. 1834. 

gar-leac n. garUc. 

al(l)ium : garl^ — garlec Ep. ", Er. ^^'; al(l)ium ; gaar 
leec Corp. 113; garleac Lchdm. 11"*. 

gar-mitting f. battle. 
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sg. gen. dxt hi beado - weorca beteran wurdon on 
camp'Stede cumbolgehnasteSy gar-mittinge, gumma gemotes 
Aedelst. 60. 

gar-nip m. war. 

sg. ace. gamif werum, wig towifre mcfreoda hedldan 
Gn. (Ex.) 128. 

gar-rses m. battle. 

sg. ace. disne games By. 32. 

gar-sfcg m. ocean. (Cf. Grimm, Hpt. Z. I 578). 

S. Grein, Sprachschatz I, 370 and B.T. 

gar-torn m. rage of battle. 

sg. ace. gartorn geotad gifrum deofle Sal. 145. 

gar-getrum n. band of warriors, shower of missiles. 

sg. ace. fonne gargetrum ofer scUd-hreadan sceotend 
sendad^ flacor flangeweore Cri. 674. 

gar-fracu f. battle. 

sg. dat. set garfrxce El. 1185. 

gar-priste^ prist adj. brave. 

sg. nom. se aedding . . . guSf-heard, garfrist El. 204, 

* 

gar-wiga m. warrior. 

sg. dat. geongum garwigan B. 2674; fegne gesealdey 
geongum gar-mgan, gcld-fahne hdm B. 2811. 

gar-wigend m. 

pi. ace. fe he lisic gar-tvigend gode teoUde B. 2641. 

gar-gewinn n. 

sg. gen. fegnas on da tid fearle gelyste gargewinnes 
Jud. 308. 

sg. ace. grim gargewinn An. 958. 

gar-wudu m. spear-shaft, spear. 

sg. ace. fonne hie to gude garwudu rasrdon Exod. 325. 

Meaning. 1. A heavy spear for throwing in contrast to 
the lighter darof or javelin. The use of the compound 
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gar-heam points to a heavy weapon (Exod. 246), while 
gares ftiht (El. 117, B. 1766) bears evidence that it was 
used for throwing, of. also gyUende garas M. C. 14. From 
the Gaungun-Hi'olf Saga the inference may be drawn 
that, like the framea of Tacitus, the gar or ast-gar was used 
in Scandinavia not only for throwing but for thrusting. 
(See Qaungan Hrolf s Saga, cap. 18.) ''Soti Jiafdi atgeirr 
at wega med, ok gerH ymisty hann hjo edr lugdfi^^ (hewed 
struck or thrust), and also ""'Soti hjo tU Hrolfs . . . oh spTck 
(Ugeriun i J0r9 Una dltt upp at hendum honunC^ proving that 
the heavy gar or atgar was grasped with both hands when 
giving a blow, with which compare By. (138) he mid gare 
stang wlancne wicing . . . 

2. Beside this heavy weapon there must have been 
a Ughter gar, inasmuch as the word is frequently em- 
ployed to translate M.-Lat. spicula a very Ught kind of 
throwing spear or dart ("Spiculae sunt sagittae vel lanceae 
brevis ab spicarum specie nuncupatae" Isidorus Origines 
18, 8 ^). This spicula corresponds to Lt. cuspis, and made 
up in sharpness what it lacked in weight (cf. Nonius Lt. 
gaesum = telum tenerum). 

Etymology. The word gar with its cognate forms 
is found in all the Germanic dialects cf. OHQ. gBr^ Mr; 
MHG. ger; ON. geirr; OSax. gBr meaning 'spear', all point- 
ing to a Germ. *gai/sfar. 

Schrader (Real. Lex. under Spiess) suggests, however, 
Celtic borrowing from OGall. *gaiso^ (s. Stokes in Vol. 11 
of Ficks Idg. Wb. p. 104); 'Cf. Gall, gatso-n, gaiso-s, Ir. gae, 
gai, ghai Cymr. gwaew, Corn, gew meaning 'a spear', which 
passed over into Lat. as gaesum as early as the time of 
Virgil (Aeneas lib. Vm, p. 662), and into Gr. as fatooc 
(vgl. Kluge, Etym. Wb. p. 141), and the article entitled 



— 143 — 

Gaesaetae in Ersch u. Grubers Encyclopfidie I. Sec, Bd. 52 
p. 160). According to Schrader this word was borrowed 
very early by the Germans appearing in Gothic as second 
element in compound proper names such as Chario-gaisus, 
Lanio-gaisus, which Grimm (Graram. 2, 46 No. 511) connects 
with a verb Goth, geisan : gais appearing only in the 
compound Goth, us-geisnan 'schlagen, stoCen', which Uhlen- 
beck (Goth. Wb. p. 161) connects with us-gaisjan 'to terri- 
fy', related to Lit. eeidHu Verwunde', which, however, is 
related not to OE. gar but to gast, NE. ghost Although 
the Germ, forms may be of Celtic origin, nevertheless 
there is a strong probability that Germ. *gaiza- and Celtic 
gaiso-n are radically related, being descended from a 
common *ghais(h, corresponding to which is Skt. hesas 'a 
shot', (s. Uhlenbeck, Ai. Wb. p. 362; Fick, Idg. Wb. 1433), 
Gr. x^^^^ '^ shepherd's staff'. Hesas is perhaps to be 
connected with aorist stem hes: hindti from the 01. root 
hi' 'to drive, set in motion, hurl'. Cf. also 01. hetis f. 
'shot, weapon', and Langobard. gaida f. 'a spear'. 

Gar has no connection with Goth, gairu spear 
2. Cor. 12^, as that would have given an ON. form garr 
not geirr^ in ON. every Germ, ai becoming a before a 
Germ, r (see Kahles Altisl. Elementarbuch § 93). 

Skeat (Etym. Die.) derives the modem English verb 
to gore 'to pierce or stab deeply' from OE. gar. Murray 
(NE. Die.) regards this as extremely doubtftd, although 
the coincidence in form and meaning is striking, citing 
the early ME. form gorre with short o (several times 
recorded), as proof against it (s. Alex. 3645 fare was many 
of Perses gorred; Coverdale Esek. 23 gorre), inasmuch as 
ME. 5 in a closed syllable could not give NE. gore. As 
direct derivative of OE. gar Murray (NE. Die.) gives ME, 
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gare (northern form) 'a spear', NE. gare 'a light spear', 
now obsolete. Closely connected is NE. gore ^a triangular 
piece of cloth' from OE. gara; MDu. ghere; OHQ. giro; 
MHG. gehre; ON. geire; NHQ. gehren* all with reference 
to shape of spear head. Cf. Fr. gyron. 

Mffigen-wudn. 

The wood of strength, mighty spear i. e. kenning for 
spear occurring in B. 1. 236. Cf. gUoheam *joy wood' used 
for the harp. 

Pil. 

Forms. pU nom. pi. pilds m. (a), pjlu (?) WW. 126*^ 

Meaning. 1. pil has in Anglo-Saxon the mean- 
ing of 'a stick with a point, a spike, a stake, prickle'. 

pi. nom. and ace. pilas Lchdm. I, 304^ (= prickles). 

pi. dat. mid isenum pilum Homl. Sk. 15*®^; acutissi- 
mis sudibus : mid scearpum pilum Bd. 1, 2; on fam pilum 
Homl. Sk. I 5»»» (= spikes). 

Compounds. 

hilde-p%l m. a dart, bolt, javeUn. 

nom. pi. hu me of hrife fieogad hyldepilas Ridls. 18^. 

dat. pi. and furh hest hrino hildepilum lad getvinnum 
Ridls. 16«». 

orfanC'pd m. cunning point. 

sg. nom. me furh hrycg wrecen hongaf under a/n orponc- 
pil Ridls. 221*. 

searo'pil m. pointed instrument. 

pi. gen. min heafod is homere gefuren, searo-pUa wund 
Ridls. 91 K 



* Gehren (Grimms Wb.) = Die Heraldik bezeichnet einen Schild, 
der in Dreiecke geteilt ist, welche in der Mitte zusammenBtofien, als 
^gegereC (frz. gironne^ span, gironado). 
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wtel'pil m. a death arrow. 

pi. dat. awrecen wselpilum 6ti3. 1127. 

dxgmsels'pilu f. (?) (according to Pogatscher a mis- 
take for dtegmiels pA m.) gnomon : dasgmads pilu WW. 126'^ 
the style of a dial, horlogii gnomon. 

Etymology. A Latin loan word (s. Pogatscher, 
§ 143, 284), from pAum 'a spear', which has gone over 
from the Lat. o dec. to the OE. a dec. 

Cognates are ON. pila, Du. pijl, OHG., MHG. pfA, 
NHG. Pfeil 'arrow', which in German has completely 
supplanted the old Germanic word (Goth, arhwajsna) for 
the same. Schrader (Real. Lex., p. 787) suggests that pilum, 
from Idg. *(s)peudo-m (cf. heoru and (sjceran), may be 
identical with Germ. *speutO' from which OHG. spiojSy 
NHG. SpieM 'spear', in this case Idg. eu = Lat. i (cf. Lat. 
hber with Gr. l-Xsod-epoc s. Brug. Grdr. I^ 1, 107). 

NE. pUe has the meaning of 'a large stake driven into 
the earth to support foundations' etc., the meaning of 
javelin having been lost. 

S6eaft. 

Forms, sdeaft, sdsspt, sdeft m. (a). 

References and Meanings. 1. the shaft of a spear 
Lat. contus. ^ nom. sg. contus sperdeas sceft WW. 
143^; hasta, quiris : sceaft Aelfc. Gl. 318' = asta 
(qmris) : sceaft WW. 142 1»; ~ ib. 332^^; his sceaft atstod 
xtforan him Skt. Homl. 1 12^'; se sceaft tobxrst By. 136. 

dat. sg. on sceafte Gn. (Ex.) 203. 
(an ordinary rod =) 

ace. sg. and dippad ysopan sceaft on fam hlode Prs. 
Exod. 12". 

2. A spear. 

Keller, The Anglo-Saxon Weapon Names. 10 
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nom. sg. cuspis : sceaft WW. 143"; huius cuspidis, 
haec cuspis: ^65 sceft Aelfc. Gr. 66*; sceaft reafere Gn. 
Ex. 130. 

nom. and ace. pi. and hig hteron lange sceaftas Horn. 
Ass. 18"^ 

gen. pi. hlyn wear if on wicum scylda and sceafta Gen. 
2062. 

dat. pi. gu&cyste onprang deawig sceaftum Exod. 344. 

3. Arrowshaft. 

nom. sg. sceft nytte heold B. 3118. 

Compounds. 

here-sdeaft m. spear or battle shaft, 
gen. pi. here-sceafta heap B. 335. 
wxl-s6eaft m. spear or deadly shaft, 
ace. pi. Ixtalf hUde-hord her mbidian, wudu wmlsceaft 
as B. 398. 

Flurnamen. 

at Sceaftesberi G. B. 1026 (A. D. 958) now Shaftesbury 
in Dorset; of dam pade sceaftrihte on cdr , , . 1331 (A. D. 
739); innan sceaftes hangran 629 (A. D. 909). 

Etymology. Of the three forms sdiept, sdeaft^ sdeft, 
s6xpt is the oldest. It occurs in the Ep. Er. glosses where 
frequently -pt is found for-ft (s. Sievers, § 193^) and OE. 
X from WGerm. a has not yet become ea under influence of 
preceding palatal consonants 5d (Sievers, A.-S.Gramm., §75, 
Bulbring, AE. Elementarbuch, § 152). 86eft (Aelfc. Gloss.) 
shows the later WS. palatal Umlaut (s. Biilbring, § 314) 
where every ea of whatever origin is umlauted by preced- 
ing g or s6 to e. 

The cognate forms are: OHG. scaft; OSax. shaft 'a 
spear'; MHG. scaft 'shaft of a lance'; ON. shift 'shaft'; 
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Dan. sTcaft; SweA shaft 'a handle'; NHG. schaft; NE. shaft 
either ^the spear shaft or the spear itself\ 

Skeat derives sceaft from either 1. the Idg. rt. *sJcap 
'to support' or with Kluge (Et. Wb. 331) 2. from the pp. 
of the verb 'to shave, to trim', Idg. *sJcdbho 'to hack' 
answering with rt. variation of b and p, (cf. Uhlenbeck, 
Goth. Wb., p. 60, under ga-skapjan) to *skapo 'to cut, to 
dig', with the original meaning of 'something cut, trimmed, 
smoothed'. 

Cf. OHG. scdben^ Goth, skaban^ OE. sceafan^ scafan^ 
NE. to shave. 

Closely related are Gr. oTc^tpov 'staff. Dor. oxdTrtov 
'staff (sceptre)', Lat. scapm 'shaft, stem', Alban. skqp 'stick, 
staff', MDu. schacht 'long shaft', OSlav. sJcoha 'clasp, buckle'. 
Lit. skapta^ 'a curved knife-like sword, all of which Prell- 
witz (Et. Gr. Wb., p. 288) refers to the rt. *skap or skdbh 
'to prop, to make firm' (s. Fick, Vgl. Wb. I, 142) ; hence 
'support', then 'prop, staff, pole'. Cf., however, IQuge 
'something smoothed, shaved = pole, shaft'. 

Sceaft-lo (!). 

Form. nom. sg. (?) pi. sca^t-han prob. m. (an). 

References, nom. ace. pi. hastilia telorum : scxpt- 
loan Ep. 489, Er. i^®*; (x> Corp. 1005. 

' pi. dat. amentis : sceptrloum Ep. ^^^ Er. ^^^; <v> Corp. 166. 

Meaning. The strap attached to the shaft of a missile 
probably to draw it back when thrown (B. T.). 

Cf. Isid. Origin. XVIII c. 7, who describes the 
amentum as follows: — "Hasta est contus cum ferro. 
Lancea est hasta, amentum habens in medio; dicta autem 
lancea, quia aequa lance i. e. aequaU amento ponderata 
vibratur. Amentum vinculum est jaculorum hastilium, 

10* 
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quod mediis hastis aptatur. Guspis, hastile amentatum, a 
cespite dicta quod est virgultum." 

The Etymology is not clear; cf. loh-sceaft ^a bolt, bar'. 

Gaderode m€ Tdgelas and stupan sceaftas and loh- 
sceaftas Shrn. 163^, and Carceria sunt in cacumine arboris 
trocliae, quasi flicteria, per quas funes trahuntur: mtest 
Ion WW. 199 «^ 

86eaft'riht(e) in a straight line. 

of diem pade sceafrihte on air ... G.B, 1331 (A. D. 739). 

sdeaft'tdg (?) the strap attached to the shaft of a 
missile B. T. 

ammentum : scep-tog WW. 6 *^ ; amentum (ammentum) : 
scep-tog Corp. 145. 

Etymology. Not clear. 

Is tog- perhaps to be connected with the pp. togen 
from the OE. verb teon 'to draw, pull' with the idea of 
something (a strap) by which the spear when thrown may 
be drawn back? 

Spere. 

Forms, nom. sg. spere, pi. speru^ speoru, speren, 
spasra n. (i). 

References. 

sg. nom. lancea, falarica : spere WW. 142"; <v> ib. 
33228; cv; ib. Aelfc. Gl. 317 2^• id. (talarica, for falarica): 
<x> WW. 549^^; hasta : getridwet spere WW . 143^; amentum: 
wegures, gewi&spere WW. 143^*; falarica : spere WW. 612 ^8; 
hasta: <x> WW. 273^; <x> ib. 417*®; fset spere sprengde By. 
137; ut lytd spere^ gif her inne sie M. C. 7, 19; swa p«t 
fast spere him eode furh ut Hom. Skt. I 12 '^^ 

sg. dat. ecg on sweorde and ord spere Gn. (Ex.) 204. 

sg. instr. 9a hi ricene mid spere of minre sidan swat 
ut gutun Cri. 1448; mid dy spere Bd. 2, 13, 1388; ne mid 
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spere gewundigan Ep. Al. 167 *®S* lancea : mid spere Corp. 
Jh. XIX** (other readings mi* spere Lind., Rush.*). 

sg. ace. fast se sylfa Herodes fa hys spere genam Horn. 
Ass. XVI ^^^; nam him spere on liand Bd. 2,13, 138 ^ 

and ic an mine Mne-louerd ... a gold wreken spere 
Chart. Th. 556". 

nom. ace. pi. contoB : speoru WW. 14*^, Corp. 528; 
id.: speru odde spreotas WW. 365''; <v? ib. 375^*; ansatas : 
speru WW. 347*; <v> ib. 516*; eatapultas : speni, hoUas 
WW. 372*^; <NJ ib. 508^*; and ic an mine Jcinelouerd . . . 
to speren Chart. Th. 573^; fre speren Chart. Th. 505**; and 
fam cinge . . . feower spxra Chart. Th. 500 ^ ; hi leton }a of 
folman feolhearde speru By. 108; wid da speru Past. 245^®; 
hahha& leoht speru Sal. 120; &sst him ne magon to cuman &a 
speru fxre so&fxstnesse Past. 245^. 

pi. gen. sparormn : spera WW. 532 ^®. 

pi. dat. hig wmron myd sperum gesticode Homl. Ass. 
XVI ^**; myd sperum id. 290; mid sperum tosticad Or. 3, 9, 
12814; mid hyra sperum Mart. 206^; he wmre mid sperum 
ofsticod Mart. 222^; mid longsceaftum sperum Ep. Al. 151*^'', 
153*«*. 

Compounds. 1. with s^ere as second member of the 
compound. 

ator-spfre n. poisoned spear. 

pi. dat. eglum attor sperum Ridls. 18^. 

bar-spfre n. a boar spear, hunting spear, ven(ab)ulum : 
horsper WW. 539^*; venabulum : harspere, uel huntigspere 
WW. 142"; venabulum : harspere WW. 311^; venabulis : 
harsperum OE. Gl. V^\ Hpt. Gl. 423*^ 

eofor-spfre n. boar spear. 

venabilis : eofursperum OE. Gl. 7 ^^. 

huntig-sp^re s. bar-spere. 
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pul (=pdl)'Spfr n. reed. 

hanidinem Mt. Kembl. Lind. 11 ^ 

sdot'Spfre n. javelin. 

pi. geo. jaculorum : scot-sperfaj, gara Hpi Gl. 405^*. 

wtelsp^re n. spear. 

oft he gar forlet^ wadspere windan By. 322. 
(Cf. wxlrspera Laym. 28577.) 

gen. pi. syx smi&as smtan^ wasUpera worhton MC. 26, 

wig-spfre n. war spear. 

falarica uel fala : mgspere WW. 143 ^*. 

2. with sp(re as first element. 

spere-hroga m. spear-terror : cuspidum, terror. 

ace. dasgtidum oft spate sperebrogan Ridls. 18*. 

spere-healf f. the male side. 

sg. ace. on pa spere healfe Chart. Th. 491 *®. 

spere-lsas adj. without a spear head. 

contus : spereleas sceaft WW. 143 ^. 

spere-n^^ m. battle. 

sg. dat. set pam spereni&e Gen. 2059. 

spere-wyrt f. Campanule — a flower. 

nap silvatica : spere-tvyrt uel wUde nxp WW. 135^'. 

For proper names cf. Sper-rfena. Cf. also Rel. 
Antiq, 269 where for characteristics of diflferent counties 
^^shtld and sper^^ is given for Hervordschir. 

Meaning, ansata, contus, hasta, lancea, falarica: 
a spear for hunting or war — used both for hurling and 
thrusting (s. Part. I under spear). 

Etymology. A general Germ, term is the word spere 
being found in the majority of the Germ, dialects, but as 
in the case of most of the weapon names, it is not recorded 
in Goth. Originally a cons, stem belonging to the -iz class 
it has passed over in OE. into the i dec. with short stem 
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vowel (cf. Sievers, A.-S. Grainm., § 262, 263*, 288). w-Umlaut 
fails in the plural owing to the adoption of the unum- 
lauted sg. form spare in the plural (s. Sievers, A.-S. Gramm., 
§ 104). Corresponding forms in other Germ, dialects are : 
OHG. sper; OFrs. sper, spiri; MLG. sper; Du. speer; ON. 
spjor; Dan. spaer; NHG. speer all meaning 'spear'; Lat. 
sparuniy sparus 'a peasant weapon'. ME. spfre with open e 
giving NE. spear. 

It is derived from a Germ. *spar-ie 'spear', which 
Skeat (Etym. Die.) connects with an Idg. root *5^ar Ho 
quiver' (cf. Fick, Idg. Wb. I, p. 149 *spher — 'tremble, 
quiver, struggle') (?). For the W. European common form 
Fick (Wb. I, 572) gives spero — m. n. 'a weapon, spear' (?), 
which stands in Ablaut to Lat. spariAS, S. Grimm, Gramm. 
2*' No. 575, for a lost Goth, strong verb *spairan : spar: 
sperum : spaurans = 'quaerere, investigare' — 'Tiasta = 
vestigium in corpore relinquens vulnerans". This *spar 
would be then the form from which Germ, ^spar-iz is 
taken, the verb, however, is only a conjecture. 

Schrader (Real. Lexicon, p. 785), suggests a connection 
between OHG. sperehoum^ MHG. sperhoum, NHG. Speirling 
(Sperberhaum) deriving spere- bourn from the Idg. ^spero- 
(Lat. sorbus) which he thinks may have been originally a 
tree name, which later developed the meaning of 'weapon, 
spear', the latter taking its name from the wood of which 
the shaft was made cf. OSax. assc; OHG. asJca ; Gr. 86po etc. 

Closely allied to this and adopted by Schrader is the 
attempt of Lid^n PBB. XV, 518 flf. to connect Lat. sorbu-s 
with OHG. swert, Dn. jswaert^ OSax, OFrs., sw^rd, OE. sweord 
etc., explaining it as one of the weapon-names, which has 
its origin in an ancient tree name or term applied to 
wood. This is accepted neither by Kluge nor OsthoflF 
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(s. Osthoff, Etym. Parerga I, 92 ff.), and the author himself 
afterwards recalled the explanation. 

Spreot. 

Form. Sjpreot m. (a). 

Referenices. nom. sg. palus : spreot OE. Gl. 30*; 
contus: (x> WW. 139". 

nbm. and ace. pi. contos : spreotas WW. 633**; contos : 
speru odde spreotas WW. 365 ^ 375**; trades uel amites : 
spreotas WW. 143»; trades ; cv; WW. 166"; (x> ib. 183*; 
<v> ib. 289*®; ansatas (hastas is Emitted) : <x> tetgaras 
WW. 343 »^ 

dat. pi. contis : spreotum WW. 14**; spreotum Ep.***; 
spreutum Er. ^*^; spreotum Corp. ^*''. 

Compounds. 

eofor-spreot m. boar spear. 

venabula : eoborspreot WW. 52**; venabula(um) : ebor- 
spreot Ep. Er. *®^*; Corp. *®*^ eoborspreot. 

Meaning. 1. Contus : pole, spear. 

2. Trades : pole, sprit belonging to a ship. 

Flurnamen. on spreot emre G. B. 938 (A. D. 956). 

Etymology. Derived from the pres. stem of a st. 
verb of the second Ablaut class. Germ, spreutan^ which 
appears in OE. as sprutan (s. Sievers 385, Anm. 1) with 
Schwundstufe in present, instead of the regular sprBotan. 
The corresponding forms in other Germ, dialects are: Du. 
spriet^ sprit, in compound Bugspriet (part of a ship), Dan. 
spred, Swed. sprot also ^part 6f a ship', MHG. spret 'a 
pole or tree', also 'a spar', Grimm connects this wdrd 
with OHG. spiojify ON. spjot 'a spear' from Germ. *sp€uta' 
as does Kluge (Etym. Wb. 371). Cognates in other lan- 
guages outside the Germanic are uncertain. 
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OE. spr^t gives NB. sprit usually found in the com- 
pound bow-sprit 'a spar set diagonally to extend a fore- 
and-aft sair. 

The development in meaning seems to have been *a 
sprout, a branch of a tree' later 'a pole', and in OE. the 
name of the pole used for the spear shaft was employed 
occasionally to designate the whole spear. 

Hox (?). 

Form. sg. nOm.? pi. dat. fioxum. 

Reference, ferratis venabulis : isernum barsperum, 
pioxum Hpt. Gl. 423«8. 

Meaning, a hunting spear. 

Etymology, fiox or peox corresponds to OHG. 
dehsala 'a short handled axe, hatchet', MHO. dehsd, NHG. 
deichsel 'a hatchet', ON. fexla 'an adze' from a Germ, root 
*fehs to Idg. Heks (cf. Fick, Wb. I, 441). Related forms 
are OSlav. tesati 'to hew'. Lit. tase^ti Ho hew with an axe', 
Skr. tdJcsati 'hewn, planned', taksa 'carpenter', OCSlav. tesla 
'axe', Qr. t^xtcov 'carpenter', Lat. texo 'I weave, build, etc' 
(s. Uhlenbeck, Ai. Wb., p. 107). In the sense of spear Anglo- 
Saxon only, but in form and with the general meaning 
of 'a sharp cutting instrument' related to the above men- 
tioned words. For further Etym. cf. Kluge, Wb. under 
DekhseV p. 74. 

W»l-stQng. 

Form. wad'Stfug m. (i). 

Reference, sg. dat. feower scoldon on fxm wash 
stenge. weorcum geferian to pasm gold-sele Grmdles heafod 
B. 1638. 

Meaning, shaft of spear, spear. 
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Etymology. From Germ, ^stang^is formed on the 
pret. stem of the strong verb *stingan : stang 'to prick, to 
stmg*. 

Cognates are : OHG. stanga, NHG. Statige, Du. stang^ 
ON. st^ng, Swed. stdng (cf. Goth, us-stiggan 'ausstechen'). 
The provincial NE. stang 'a pole, a stake' shows Scandi- 
navian influence from the inflected forms of ON. stfng^ 
gen. stangar (cf. ME. stange Sir Gawain and the Green 
Kinght V, 1614), the form from OE. st^n^ being lost, while 
NE. sting stands in Ablaut to stang. 

All to Idg. *stengh : stangh 'M prick' (Fick I, 569), a 
weakened form Of which is probably *steig' (Fick I, 144) 
io which is related 01. tejati 'is sharp'; Russ. stegatl^ 
stegnutl 'to stitch, to whip'; Lat. in-stigare 'to spur on, 
incite'; Goth. stiks\ OHG. stick 'point' (s. Uhlenbeck, Ai. 
Wb., p. 116). 

From the original meaning of 'thrusting, sticking, 
pricking' has developed the idea of 'a pole thrust or stuck 
into the ground', then 'the pole itself'. 

Wigar. 

Form, wigar m. {wjggar B. T.). 

Reference, lancea : wigar WW. 143^^. 

Directly following this gloss is the following: amen- 
tum : w?^5rwre5, gewidspere WW. 143**, which is either a 
corruption of wigares (w'ig'gara;s) or a form borrowed 
directly from the Norman French tvigres of the Chanson 
de Roland 1. 2075. According to Baist (Var. uber Rol.) 
this tvigre, which is found only in the Chanson de Roland, 
occurring everywhere else as givre^ guivre (s. tvifd)^ is in 
turn borrowed possibly from A.-S. wTgar, but with more 
probability from ON. vigr. 
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For the Meaning and Etymology of mgar cf. gdr. 
It may also have the meaning arrow, but that of spear 
is the more probable. 

2. The Sword and its Attachments. 

Bil. 

Forms, hil^ hill n. (ja). 

References. 1. falcastrum, marra : a scythe, an 
iron mattock or hoe. 

sg. nom. falcastrum : bill WW. 141*®; id : sife uel 
bin WW. 106 «i; vidubium i. marra : k7i WW. 361 ««; 
marra : ~ WW. 447 »«. 

sg. ace. chalibem : fx; WW. 376 ^*. 

2. ensis : sword. 

sg. nom. bil edl &urh-wod B. 1567; fe hine bill rude 
Boet. 8^; biU ser gescod eoM-Uafordes B. 2777; brogden 
byrne and bill gecost El. 257. 

sg. gen. xfter biUes bite B. 2060; bilUs ecgum B. 2485; 
nu sceall biUes ecg, hond and heard sweord ymb hard wigan 
B. 2508; mid billes ecge An. 51. 

sg. ace. he frsetwe geheoldy biU and byrnan B. 2621; 
geseah &a on seartvum sige-eadig bil B. 1557 ; Byrhtnod brasd 
biU of scede By. 162; (he) bill forscrifedy meces mmrdo Sat. 
162; stopon sti&hidige, brsecon bordhre&an, bil indufan (or 
pi.?) El. 122. 

instr. mid fy bille Gen. 2931; Hredles eafora hioro- 
dryncum swealt, bide gebeaten B. 2359; ic eom anhaga iserne 
wund^ bille gebennad Ridls. 6^. 

pi. gen. hie judea Used for brsecon billa ecgum Dan. 
709; swylcra searo-^i&a^ biUa brogan B. 583; bUla selest 
B. 1144. 
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pi. dat. Israhda cytrn bUlum abreotan on hyra bro9orgyld 
Exod. 199; biUum ond bymum B. 40; mid hiUum By. 114; 
on beadu-wange hiUum foregrunden An 413 ; mid meca ecgum 
biUum ofbeatan Boet. 9*^. 

The proper name Cynehilfl) Bd. 3, 23, p. 234. 

Compounds. 1. with liU as second member of the 
compound. 

gap- 1 ill n. gladius bellicus : war-sword. 

sg. nom. gu&'iiU geswac nacod xt nide B. 2584. 

pi. gen. gud'biUa nan gretan ndde B. 803; htefde him 
on handa hUde frofre,, gud billa gripe Wald. 2^*. 

hilde-bill n. battle-blade, sword. 

sg. nom. fxt hilde-bil forbarn B. 1666. 

instr. ic aglxcan orde gerseMe, hilde-bUle B. 557 ; nrngen- 
rtes forgeaf hilde-biUe B. 1520; mxgen-strengo sloh hUde-biUe 
B. 2679. 

wig-bill n. battle-blade, sword. 

sg. nom. wig-bU ongan wanian B. 1607. 

s tan-bill n. stone-working implement, an axe. 

mastellus : stanbia WW. 447 ^s. 

twi'bill n. bipennis : a two-edged axe. 

sg. nOm. bipennis : twybiU WW. 143*^; id. : timbUl 
WW. 361 «; bipennis : twyUle [-bU, MS. W.] Aelfr. Qr. 56 ^ 

sg. ace. he nam sum twibil and mid dan fry men to 
dea&e of sloh Prs. Gudl. 12. 

nom. pi. bipennes, secures : secsa^ twibiCles (-as?) Hpt. 
Gl. 459 ^ bipennae : twiUae Cant. Ps. 73 «; id. VPs. 73 «. 

twi'bille adj. (?). According to B. T. *the double 
gloss bipennis : twibille uel stanasx WW. 141 '^ seems to 
render the double character of the Latin word as adj. and 
noun — the noun being rendered by twybill in the glosses 
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given above under twi-bill', cf. also bipennis, securis : twi- 

lafte sex, uel twUMe WW. 194 ^^. 

In two ME. Gl. of the 15*^ cent, the word occurs : 
bisacuta, an<^® : a tioyhyl yf^f, 568 *^ ; hie bipennis : A^ twy- 
hyle WW. 654*, and it has remained in dialect to the 
present day with the meaning of 'mattock, axe\ being 
an implement resembling a pick axe, but having, instead 
of points, flat terminations, one of which is horizontal, 
the other perpendicular (s. HaUiwell's Die. II, p. 897). 

wudu'lill n. falcis : scythe, sicMe. falces, falcis (falx, 
falcis) : wuduhil, $y&% riftr Ep. 430, uuidubil Er. ®^*; fal- 
castrum : wuduMy side^ riftr as Corp. 836; falcastrum i. 
ferramentum curuum a similitudine falcis vocatum : wudu- 
hU, uel foddur WW. 235 ^ 

2. hil(l) as first member of compoimd. 

bill-geslieht n. sword-clash, battle. 

sg« gen. gylpan ne&orfte heorn hlandmfeax hillgeslihtes 
Aedelst. 45. 

bill'hete m. sword-hate, warfare. 

sg. dat. Py Ixs ic lungre scyh ablended in hurgum xfter 
biHrhde An. 78. 

bill'Swxp n. sword-track. 

pi. nom. fraca wxs on ore . . . hUswadu hlodige, beadu 
mtegnes rses Exod. 329. 

Meaning. In prose bM has usually the meaning of 
'scythe' or 'sickle' cf. falcastrum : sife WW. 334 ^ 400 ^^ 
477 «», also falcis : wuduba(l), si&e, riftras WW. 21 ^\ Marra 
refers probably to an iron mattcick or axe similar to a 
pickaxe for rooting out weeds etc. TmbiU : bipennis refers 
undoubtedly to an axe, and only in poetry is bill found 
in the sense of 'sword'. In ME. bill referred to a kind of 
pike or halberd, with a two-edged blade, carried by the 
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English infantry. Later it became the usual weapon of 
watchmen, cf the term biUmanj and Shakespere 'Much 
Ado About Nothing' m, 3, 44. ^Have a care that your bills 
be not stcln\ These were used by the Constables of the 
watch until the 18*^ century. 

The term bill is still applied in certain parts of 
England to a biU-hooJc^ and is also used poetically for 
sword. 

Etymology. BiU with the meaning 'axe' is found 
in many of the German dialects: OE. bil(l), ME. bit, bylle, 
NE. bin, Du. bijl OHQ., MHQ. biU, bit n., NHG. biUe f. 
(influenced by f. BeU), Dan. biU, Swed. bHa. 

Two derivations are given for bil, the one pointing 
to a Celtic, the other to a Germanic origin. According to 
Kluge-Lutz (Etym. Wb., p. 18) and Skeat (Etym. Die.) bil 
belongs perhaps to Germ. *bUja, Set. bhUyOy Idg. ^bhilyo- 
for Idg. bhicUyo- from the Idg. root bheid- 'spalten, split' 
(Fick, Vgl Wb. I, 88). Here belongs also Skt. bhidaii 
'spaltet, schlitzt' to 01. bhid- 'spalten' (s. Uhlenbeck, Ai. 
Wb., p. 201), radically related to Lat. findere 'spalten', 
Goth, beitan (in ON. used also for a cutting weapon, for 
example ^larn-bitr = a sword). 

Compare, however, Uhlenbeck (PBB. 26 ^^% who derives 
OE. bile 'bill of a bird' and OE. bil(l) Word' not from 
Idg. *bhidlyO', but from the Celt. rt. *6ci-, bi- 'schlagen to 
strike', here belong perhaps also OCSl. bija, OSl. biti 
'schlagen' (s. Stokes 11, 164), Ir. biail 'Beil' f. gen. irfa, Cymr. 
btvydl f., OCom. bahdl, NBret. bouchal, bouhal, and cf. OHG. 
bihal, bml, NHG. BeU f , OE. biU 'which' according to 
Grimm, is closely related to bill, according to Murray 
(N. E. D.), is frdm an entirely diflferent rt., while Kluge 
separates OHG. bihoU entirely from Ir. 6iai7, though grant- 



— 159 — 

ing as probable the radical relationship of OHG. beU 
and bUle. 

Brand. 

Forms, brand, brand m. (a). 

References. 1. titio, torris : fire brand. 

sg. nom. titio : brond WW. 50*^ ; titio uel tOrris : brand 
WW. 1278; torris : <>^ WW. 266 »^ and nan brand nolde 
byman Horn. Skt. n 26 »^^ 

pi. ace. bxron brandas on bryne blacan fyres Dan. 246. 

pi. dat. se wxs tegwonan ymbboren mid brondum 
Jul. 581. 

2. incendium, flamma^ ignis : fire, a burning flame 
sg. nom. brond fece& heoredreorges hus Ph. 216; brond 

bid ontyhte Cri. 812; pa sceaU brond fretan B. 3014. 

sg. gen. fa xr brondes toylm Ph. 283. 

sg. ace. brand and brade ligas Gen. 325. 

sg. instr. Denia leode bronde forbteman B. 2126; lige, 
. . . bade and bronde B. 2322. 

nom. ace. pi. brondas lacad on fam deopan dsege Dom. 
58; seo hyre beam gesihd brondas peccan Wy. 47. 

pi. gen. bronda beorhtost Sch. 65. (The sun). 

3. ensis : a sword. 

sg. nom. pset hine sydfan no brond ne beado-mecas bitan 
nermedhton B. 1454. 

sg. gen. ic gea/n Eadmunde minon bre&er . . . anes 
brandes Chart. Th. 559 ^^ 

Compounds. 

brand-hat adj. ardent (love, hate). 

sg. nom. brandhata nid weoUon gewitte An. 768; born 
in breostum, brondhat lufu Qu9. 937. 

brand-hord m. ardens thesaurus : a treasure exciting 
ardent desire. 
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sg. nom. brandhord geblowen breastum inforgrowen 
Reim. 46. 

brand'fsen n. a tripod, firedog, grate. 

sg. nom. andena, uel tripes : brandisen WW. 127^; 
an[dena] : brandisen WW. 329 »^ 

bnand-rad f. rida, -e m. firedog, grate. 

sg. nom. andeda : brandrrod WW. 5*®; andena : brand 
red WW. 349««; ardeda : brand-rida WW. 266««. 

Meaning. Connected with brinnan, bxrnan 'to bum', 
hence original meaning of 'fire-brand, a bright fiame', fi'om 
which the secondary meaning 'sword' is derived firom its 
shining appearance. 

Etymology. To OE. brand, ME. brand, NE. brand 
cognates are: ON. brandr 'a fire-brand, a sword-blade', 
OHG. brant, MHG. brant 'a brand, a sword', Du. brand 
'burning fuel', ODu. brand 'a sword', Dan., Swed. brand 
'a fire-brand, fire'. From OHG. is borrowed the It. brando, 
Port, bran, OFr. bran 'sword-blade'. Related is also the 
It. verb brandir. Span, blandir, Fr. brandir from which, 
most likely, NE. brandish 'to swing a sword', then 'to swing 
or shake anything' (cf. Skeat C. Etym. Die). 

The word brand is in Ablaut to brennen from the 
root *bren', Idg. bhren, which in the other Idg. languages 
is not found with the meaning 'to burn'. 

In NE. brand has the meaning of 'fire brand', in 
poetical language 'sword', and is also found m the compounds 
brand' or brant-fox, a kind of Swedish fox, Swed. brand- 
rdf, hrand-goose, brand-gas, brent-goose. At first the name 
was probably given owing to redness or browness Of color. 
Compare also the word red-start (red-tail) sometimes called 
the branttaih 
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Eeg. 

Forms, ed^ nom. pi. ec^a, -e f. (jo). 
References. 1. edge of sword, sword. 

sg. nom. ecg grymetode Exod. 408; seo ecg geswac 
B. 1524; seo ecg fracod B. 1575; pset pec adl o6de ecg eafodes 
getwxfed B. 1763; sio ecg gewac B. 2577; hyne ecg fornam 
B. 2772; ecg (sceal) on sweorde Gn. (Ex.) 204; ecg wses iren 
B. 2778, 1458; W5 sceal ord and ecg asr geseman By. 60; 
meces ecg Wy. 48; sweordes ecg B. 1106; id. An. 1132; 
biUes ecg B. 2508; seaxes ecg Ridls. 27®; fonne scearp cymed 
sceo wW ofrunty ecg wi& ecge Ridls. 4*^. 

ace. sg. wi& ord ond wid ecge B. 1549; nales wordum 
log meces ecge B. 1812; sealde fa his swses folc sweorde under 
ecge Ps. 11^^. 

sg. instr. mid swurdes ecge Hom. Skt. 11 25^®*, id. 
I, 18*®^; he hyne sylfne gewrxc ana mid ecge B. 2876; fxt 
me wra&ra sum wsepnes ecge Gen. 1830; mid sweordes ecge 
Gen. 2857; mid Miles ecge An. 51. 

instr. or ace. fordon nxnig man scile oft ortfances ut 
abredan waspnes ecgge Sal. 165; on swurdes ecge Corp. Lk. 
XXI ^^ (other readings H. on sweordes egge). 

pi. nom. hine irenna ecga fornamon B. 2828; pass 
wssron mid eotenum ecge cude B. 1145; p«t him irenna 
ecge mihton hdpan mt hUde B. 2683; ecge wasron scearpe 
Ridls. 34*. 

pi. gen. mid gryrum ecga B. 483; ecga gehwylcre 
B. 805; set ecga gelacum B. 1168; me ecga dolg eacen weor&a& 
Ridls. 6^*; ecga frydum An. 1184. 

pi. dat. (he) wolde slean eaferan sinne, . . . ecgum reodan 
Exod. 412; ecgum offegde wHlgesiddas Gen. 2002; ic heafde 
hecearf , . . Grendeles modor eacnum ecgum B. 2140; xscum 

Keller, The Anglo-Saxon Weapon Names. 11 
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ond ecgum B. 1772; sweord swate fah . . . ecgum dyhtig 
andweard scired B. 1287, 1558; ecgum unslaw B. 2564; 
ecgum werig Ridls. 6*; ecgum gecoste Jud. 231 ; ecgum diktig 
Gen. 1993; UUa [biUes, meces, sweorda, sweordes, waspnay 
meca, wsepna] ecgum Dan. 709, B. 2485, 2614, 2939, 2961, 
Aedelst. 4, 68, An. 71, Boet. 9*^ Sal. 259. 

Compounds. 1. with ecg as first member of the 
compound. 

ecg-bana m. gladio cadens : a sword-killer, murderer. 

sg. nom. ne-wass ecg-bona B. 2506. 

sg. dat. Cain weard to ecg-lanan angan brewer B. 1262 

ecg-heard adj. hard of edge. 

laeta^ wsepnes spor, i/ren ecgheard eadorgeard sceoran 
An. 1181. 

ecg-hfte m. hostility. 

sg. nom. se ecg-hete (?). . . wsecnan scolde B. 84; yldo- 
o&^e ecghete fasgum from weardum feorh o&pringeSf Seef. 70. 

sg. ace. ne gesaca ohwxr ecg-hete eowed B. 1738. 

ecg-plega ra. sword-battle. 

sg. ace. hie &am edldorfegnum cy&an eodon atol/ne ecg- 
plegan Jud. 246. 

ecg-fracu f. battle : gladiorum impetus. 

sg. ace. he ne-fearf atole ecg-praece B. 596. 

ecg-wasl n. slaughter. 

sg. dat. on ecgwcde Gen. 2089. 

2. with ecg as second member Of compound. 

brun-ecg adj. brown-edged (sword). 

sg. ace. ond hyre seax[e] geteah^ brad <C ond > brun- 
ecg B. 1546. 

heard' ecg adj. hard of edge, sharp. 

nom. ace. sg. fa wass heard-ecg togen, sweord ofer seHum 
B. 1288; Ond ^u Unferd last ealde lafe, wrastlic wasg-sweord 
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ivid-cudne man heardecg hahhan B. 1490; heardecg cwacaf 
El. 757. 

pL nom. mec hnossiad homer a lafe heardecg heoroscearp 
Ridls. 68. 

stip-ecg adj. strong-edged. 

sg. nom. feah mec heard hite stidecg style Ridls. 93 ^8. 

stiel-ecg adj. steel-edged (with iron edge). 

sg. nom. hit (wundevirmxl) on eortan Iseg, sM ond stylr 
ecg B. 1533. 

twi-ecg adj. two-edged, as subst. axe. 

as subst. instr. hi mid twyecgum teoledon geome 
Prs. 73«. 

as adj. he wasg mid hine tmecge handseax geasttred Bd. 
2, 9, p. 898; sweOrd tmecge : gladii ancipites Ps. Surt. 149®. 

Meaning, edge, edge of sword, and used poetically 
for the sword itself. 

Etymology. A Germ. word. Cognate forms are: 

OHG. eJcka 'point, sword-blade', MHG, eclce 'point, edge, 

sword-blade', NHG. EcJce 'comer, edge', OSax. eggja 'blade, 

sword', ON. egg 'point', Swed. agg^ Dan. eg, Du. egge, ME. 

e^^e, NE. edge, Goth. *agja is not preserved. The Germ. 

root *ag, Idg. *dk 'sharp' appears in other than Germ. 

languages also with the meaning of 'sharpness, something 

pointed'. Of. Lat. a^ies, Gr. ixCc 'point', Lat. actts 'needle', 

01. dsri'S 'side, edge, blade, comer', dsfrd 'thorn', Armen. 

aseln 'needle', Lit. asidriis 'sharp', all from the same Idg. 

root (s. Fick, Vgl. Wb. I, 349, and Osthoff, Etym. Parerga, 

p. 192). 

F^teL 

Forms, fetd, fetds m. (a). 

References. 

sg, dat. pxt is asrest minnum fdaforde mines swyrdes 
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mid fetele Chart. Th. 516^^; and four pund sUveres onfam 
fetelse Chart. Th. 60b^\ 

8g. acc. ic gean into pare stowe . . . pone gyldenan fetels 
Chart. Th. 558 ^\ 

acc. pi. heora selces sweord-fwtdsas he het forceorfan 
Horn. Skt. I23i^». 

pi. dat. sweordum and fetelum Boet. 25 ^^ 

derived — fetdsian 'to belt, adorned with a belt'. 
fetdsade pp. tueye suerde fetdsade Chart. Th. 505". 

Compound. 

fetel'hilt n. capulus balteo instructus : a belted hilt. 
s. hilt. 

Meaning, cingulum, balteus : a girdle, a sword-belt. 

Etymology. N.- and WGerm. Cognates being MHG. 
ve£f0d, OHQ. fe£fzil 'strap for fastening the sword', then 
also 'strap, fetter', ON. fetell 'band, chain, sword-belt' 
from the Germ, root *fat probably with the meaning 'to 
hold together'. A masc. nom. instr. formed from a verb 
with the suffix (i)la Germ. *fatila- (s. Kluge, Stammbildungs- 
lehre, § 90). Related to NHG. fass, OHG. va£^ (from Idg. 
*podo-), Eng. vaty and the verb fassen 'to hold'. 

According to Kluge (Etym. Wb. p. 110) not to be 
connected with the Germ, word for fetter, MHG. veezer^ 
OHG. feiszera, OE. feter, NE. fdter, Cf. further Kluge, 
PBB. &^^\ 

Heorn. 

Forms, heoru^ heoro^ hioro m. (u). 

For the Kenf. form hioro s. Biilbring, Altengl. Laut- 
lehre, § 141. 

References. 

sg. nom. ponne heoru hunden^ sweord sivate fah stoin 
ofer hdme ecgmn dyhtig and tveard scired B. 1285. 
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sg. ace. drugon wxpna gewin wide geond Marfan, dhog- 
odon and ahyrdon heoro slipendne Gn. (Ex.) 202. 

Compounds. Heoru is very frequent in compound, 
being perhaps sometimes confused with hercy but is only 
rarely recorded as simplex, and does not occur in prose. 

heoru'blac adj. pale from sword blows. 

gomela Scylfing hreas (hemv)'hlac B. 2488. 

heoru'Cumbol n. signum bellicum : war banner. 

ace. hehban heorucumbul and p«t halige tree him be- 
foran ferian on feonda gemang El. 107. 

heoru'dolg n. sword wound, deadly wound. 

inst. pi. wat ic Matheus purh msmra hand hrinan 
heorudolgum An. 942. 

heoru'dreor m. sword blood, gore. 

instr. fxr wxs on Node brim weaUende, atol yda gesmng 
eal gemenged, haton heolfre, heoro-dreore weol B. 849; hedll 
(bestymed) heoru-dreore B. 487. 

heoru'dreorig adj. 1. blood-stained, gory. 

sg. nom. hiisa sdest heoro-dreorig stod B. 935; deadrxs 
forfmg haded heorodreorig An . 996 (perhaps uninflected ace. pL). 

sg. ace. hyne }a mid handa heoro-dreorigne feodne 
mterne pegn ungemete titt^ wine-dryhten his wsetere gelafede 
B. 2720; on fone hafdan heoro-dreorigne B. 1780. 

pi. nom. heoru dreorige hyrdas lagan An. 1083; oft 
him feorran to laman, . . . heoru-dreorige cwomon El. 1214. 

2. weary unto death. 

sg. gen. brond peced heoredreorges hus Ph. 217. 

heoru'drync m. the sword drink, blood. 

pi. dat. Hredles eafora hioro-dryncum swealt B. 2358. 

heoru'fse&m m. deadly embrace. 

pi. dat. wolde heorufxdmum [huru — MS.] hilde gesceadan 
yrre and egesfuU Exod. 504. 
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heoru-gifre adj. very fierce, eager to bring de- 
struction. 

8g. nom. ponne bryne costal hat heorugifre Cri. 1060; 
mdmxre llaest . . . hat heorogifre Cri. 977 (the flames of the 
burning of the world); (Grendel's mother) heoro^fre grim 
and grtedig B. 1498; lead tcide sprong hat heorogifre Jul. 586. 

sg. ace. ^one lig towearp heorogiferne Jul. 567. 

heoru-gradig adj. bloodthirsty. 

pi. nom. fxt hie ne mumdan tefter mandreame hadef 
heoro-grxdige An. 38. 

pi. gen. furh hearmcwide heoru-grasdigra An. 79. 

heoru-grimm adj. very fierce, cruel. 

sg. nom. wass seo adl pearl hat and heorogrim Gu9. 
952; ece fir, , , . hat and heorogrim Gn, 1524; freca Scyldinga, 
hreoh ond heorogrim B. 1564; se hearda forst, hrim heoru- 
grimma Ridls. 41^*; hild heorugrimme B. 1847. 

sg. gen. in hxft heorogrimmes Az. 27. 

sg. ace. morforlean . . . heard and heorogrim Cri. 1613. 

pi. nom. hetend heorugrimme hilde-nxdran ford on 
sendan El. 119; id. An. 31. 

pi. gen. on hxft heoru-grimra Dan. 307. 

heoru'hociht adj. with sword-like barbs. 

inst. pi. mid eofer-spreotum heoro-hocyhtum B. 1438. 

heorU'Sdearp adj. sharp like a sword, very sharp. 

nom. pi. homsra lafe heardecg heoroscearp Ridls. 6®. 

heoru-sdeorp n. s. sdeorp. 

heoru-serde f. s. serde, 

heorU'Swealwe f. the falcon. 

sg. nom. seo heoro-swealwe tjoyvsum weorped Wy. 86. 

heoru'Sweng m. sword-stroke. 

sg. ace. sypdan he asfter deade drepe frowade^ heoro- 
sweng heardne B. 1590. 
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pl.instr. heardumheoruswengum scdpin hra dmlan An. 952. 

heorU'Wxpen n. a weapon, a sword. 

pi. instr. fuhton fearle heardum heoru-wsepnum Jnd, 263. 

heorU'Weallende adj. boiling fiercely. 

lig-egesan wxg hatne for horde, hioro-weallende middel- 
nihtum B. 2781. 

heorU'Wearh m. bloodthirsty wolf (?). 

sg. nom. (Grendel) heoro-wearh hetelic B. 1267. 

heoru'Word n. a fierce word. 

pi. gen. yrre ne last fe xfre gewecddan heah in hrefre, 
heoro-worda grund toylme bismitan Fsed. lar. 84. 

heoru'Wulf m. sword-wolf, warrior. 

pi. nom. hare heora-wtdfas hilde gretton Exod. 181. 

Meaning. A poetical word for sword in both OE. 
and ON. 

Etymology, heoru is found in Goth, and Icel. or 
ON. though wanting in WQerm. Compare Goth, hair us 
m. ^a sword', ON. hjgrr, OSax. heru (in compound), iden- 
tical with 01. gdrm m. f. 'shot, spear, arrow', Idg. herus f. 
'GeschoC (s. Fick, Vgl. Wb. I, 43). The original meaning 
of this word is probably 'Rohr, Rohrstab' cf 01. gards 
'Rohr, Pfeir also gdryas m. 'arrow', gdrya f 'reed, arrow' 
(Uhlenbeck, Ai., Wb. 304). According to Fick it is to be 
connected with 01. grndti 'zerbricht' (s. Uhlenbeck 315), to 
which belongs Gr. xspaovoc 'Donnerkeil, BHtz', as explained 
byLuft in Kuhn's Zeitschr. 36 ^*^ Noreen, Aisl. Gramm., 
§ 256, connects hiprr with sJcera 'to cut', which derivation 
would connect it with OE. sceran, NE. shear, NHG. scherm. 

ILsbtt. 

Forms, hseft, hxfte n. (a). 

References. 1. Capulus manubrium : hilt, handle. 
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sg. nom. manubrium : haft Aelfc. Gl. 318*; id. WW. 
332 »^ id.: hxft andhelfeWW. 142"; nim &«t seax dedsst 
hasfte sie fealo hryderes horn Lchdm. 11, 272 ^^. 

sg. dat. fuhton fearle heardum heoru-waepnumy hasfte 
guidon hyra fyrngeflitu Jud. 263; mec on fyrd wiged crxfte 
on hsefte Ridls. 73 «^ 

ME. Glosses, manubrium : an hafte WW. 594**; id.: 
a' hefte WW. 663 »«; id.: a heft WW. 735 ^^ 

Compound. 

hseft-mede m. ensis capulo preditus : sword with hilt 

sg. dat. wxs fxm hseft-mece Hrunting nama B. 1457. 

2. hseft m. captivus s. B. T. and Grein, Sprachschatz 
n, p. 19. 

3. hasft m. vinculum : bond fetter s. B. T. and Grein 
n, p. 20. 

Etymology. Cognates to OE. hasft^ ME. heft, haft, 
NE. haft 'a handle' are: OHG. hefti, MHG. hefte 'handle, 
heft', NHG. heft, ON. hepti Du. heft 'handle'. Related to 
these is Goth, hafts 'bound', Lat. captus 'captured' from haf- 
jan 'heben, to raise', capio 'to take, to grasp' from the Idg. 
rt. *1cap' with the original meaning of 'bending, making 
crooked', from which have developed the meanings 'to 
raise, to seize, to grasp' (s. Fick, Vgl. Wb. 387). Connected 
with OE. hebban 'to lift' (s. Skeat, C. Etym. Die.) with the 
idea of 'grasping, something to grasp', then 'hilt, handle'. 

Hilt. 

Forms, hilt pi. hUtas, hUt m. n. (i), hdt n. (Cons. 
s. stem), hilte f. (jon). 

(For hdt 8. Sievers, A.-S. Gramm., § 288, Anm. 1, for 
hilt § 267, Anm. 1, also Kluge, Stammbildungslehre, §84l>). 
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Eeferences. 

hilt m. n. hilt, handle. 

sg. nom. fa wxs gyldenhilt gamelum rince . . , on hand 
gyfen B. 1677. 

sg. dat. and fass swurdes mid fam sylfrenan hylte de 
Wulfric worhte Chart. Th. 588 ^K 

sg. ace. ic psst hilt fanan feondum setferede B, 1668; 
Hrodgar maMode, hylt sceawodcy ealde lafe B. 1687. 

pi. nom. ace. ofer da hyrgenna hlicad da hidtas Sal. 
223; fa hilt (somod) since fage B. 1614. 

pi. dat, heard he hUtum B. 1574: ac se ord higde upp 
to pant hUtum Horn. Skt. 1 12*^®. 

helt m. n. s. hilt. 

sg. nom. capulus : helt Corp. 359. 

sg. ace. capulum : <v> Corp. 414; id. WW. 11**. 

hilte f. s. hilt, 

sg. nom. capulus : hUte WW. 142^*. 

sg. ace. capulum : hUtan Aelfc. Gl. 318^; id.: hilta[n?] 
WW. 549^; capulo tenens :o//a hiltan OE. Gl. l*»*^ Hpt. 
Gl. 519 1«. 

pi. nom. swa fast fa hiltan eodon in to fam innode 
Judic. 3««. 

capulum : hilte WW. 142^^ is, moreover, Ace. to hilt 
f. (D) if capulum is not a copyist's mistake for capulus. 

Compounds. 1. with hilt as second member of the 
compound. 

fet el-hilt capulus balteo instructus : a hilt with belt 
attached. 

sg. ace. he gefeng fa fetel-hilt, hringmad gehrmgd B. 
1563. * 

fealo- hilte adj. capulo flavo (aureo) instructus, the 
tawny hilt, having a yellow or golden handle. 
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sg. nom. feoU pa to foldan fedohiHe swurd By. 166. 

tvreoden-hilt = wripcn adj. torto capulo instructus : 
with twisted hilt. 

p«t sweord . . . wreoden-hilt and wyrmfah B. 1698; 
s. Part I under sweord. 

gehiltu n. pi. capulus : hilt. 

pi. dat. sweord be gehUtum Gen. 2905. Cf. OHG. 
ga-hihi. 

2. Mte as first member of the compound. 

hilte-cumbor n. an ensign with hilt. 

sg. ace. forgeaf pa Beowulfe beam Healfdenes . . . 
hroden hilt[e]'Cumbor B. 1022. 
derived: 

kilting. 

sg. ace. macheram i. gladium : mece, hiltinge OE. Gl. 
V^^; id.: hiltine (probably for hUtinc) Hpt. Gl. 424^^ hence 
Hall's supposition hiltine 'a sword'. 

hiltian. 

hilted pp. capulo instructus : provided with a hilt. 

sg. ace. p^t oft wsepen abasd his mondryhtne, madm 
in healle, goldhiUed sweord Ridls. 56^*. 

Meaning, capulus : hilt, handle. 

Etymology. To OE. hilt, hdt n. m. belong MDu. 
helt, hUt m., ON. hjalt n. 'sword-hilt'; to OE. hilte f. be- 
long OSax. hilta, MLG. hilte, MDu. helte, hiUe, OHG. hdjsfa, 
MHG. hehe, f. 

OE. hUt, hdt m. n. are derived from Germ. *helt'i£f, 
-az a neuter s-stem, while hilte f. is from Germ. ^hUt-jon 
the origin of which is not clear. 

Compare the Romance words: It. dsa, dso (from 
OHG. heha showing early borrowing), OFr. helt m., hdte f., 
MFr. heut, heu, heute are probably later borrowings from 
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ON. ^aU n., OE. hilte f. Oopapare also the derived verb 
enhddin (Chanson de Roland) 'to adorn with a hilt'. 

The masc. form hilt remained in ME., cf. Laym. 1559, 
dat hilte, Gawain 1594 huU. In early NE. arose a very 
favorite expression ''by these hilts''' Henry IV — 2, IV, 230 
and later in Byron 'Don Juan' XI, 57, in general, however, 
the meaning has remained unchanged to the present day. 

Isem. 

Form, isern n. (a). 

References, ferrum, gladius. 

sg. nom. sweord sceal on hearme, drihtlic isern Gn. 
C. 26; oft mec isern scod sare on sidan Ridls. 72^*; sippan, 
mec isern innanweardne brun bennade Ridls. 93^^. 

sg. gen. isernes dsel Ridls. 59 ^ 

sg. dat. on wsedle wrace and on iserne Ps. 106^; id.: 
Ep. Al. 166^**; buton senigre are sceawunge setgxdere mid 
iserne and lige fornumene wasron Bd. 1,15, 5232; and ealle 
pe he mihte mid isene (iserne) and fyres lyge he fornam Bd. 
3,17, 204i4. 

Bg. instr. ic eom anhaga iserne wund, biUe gebennad 
Ridls. 6\ 

sg. ace. swa se Isece hyd his isern (= knife) Past. 
185 «^ 

Compounds. 

uern-byrne f. s. byrne. 

uern-here m. exercitus loricatus : armed host. 

pi. dat. after odrum isemhergum Exod. 348. 

Tsernscur f. iron shower, shower of missiles. 

sg. gen. pone pe oft gebad isem-scure B. 3116. 

isern adj. ferreus : of iron. S. B. T. and Greins Sprach- 
schatz IT, p. 147. 
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Isen. 

Form. %isen n. (a). 
References, ferrum. 

sg. nom. fa wass se ofen onhseted, isen eaU durhgleded 
Dan. 244. 

uen adj. ferreus. S. B. T. and Grein u. %sem. 
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Form, iren n. (a). 

References, ferreum, gladius. 

sg. nom. dsd fsd swurd furh-wod wrsdlicne wyrmj 
dryhflic iren B. 892; asghtoylc gecwad fmt Mm heardra nan 
Jirinan wolde iren xr-god B. 989 ; J^xt-de gar nymed . . . 
Hreples eaferan, adl opde iren eoidor dinne B. 1848; gud 
hiU geswac nacod set ni&e, iren asr-god B. 2586. 

sg- gen. licga& me ymhutan heardes irenes hate geslssgene 
grindlas greate Gen. 383. 

sg. ace. meaht du , . . mece gecnawan^ dyre iren B. 
2050; Isetad waspnes spor, iren ecgheard eadorgeard sceoran 
An. 1181; hio ahited iren mid ome Sal. 300; (he) heht his 
sweord niman, leoflic iren B. 1809. 

sg. instr. lie toxre mid ime eall ymhfangen Sat. 518. 

pi. gen. pone syn-scadan asnig ofer eorpan irenna cyst, 
gud-hUla nan gretan ndlde B. 802; p«t him irenna ecge 
mihton hdpan «t hilde B. 2683; hine irenna ecgafomamon 
B. 2828; sealde his hyrsted sweord, irena cyst ornbiht-pegf^ 
B. 673, 1697 ; sio set hilde gehad ofer borda gebrtec hite irena 
B. 2259. 

Compounds. 

%ren-hend m. an iron fetter. 
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nom. pi. Ucgad^ me ymbe iren-hendas Gen. 371. 

pi. instr. wass psst heorhte bold tobrocm swidifi eal inne- 
weard iren-hendum faest B. 998. 

wen-hyrne f. s. byrne. 

%ren'Preat m. a mailed band. 

sg. nom. wxs se iren-preat waspnum gewurpad B. 330. 

hring iren s. bring. 

iren adj. ferreus. 

sg. nom. ecg wxs iren B. 1459, 2778. 

pi. instr. (draca) of blacere lidran irenum aplum Sal. 
28; monig atol deor irenum homum Sal. 469. 

iren-heard adj. hard as iron. 

sg. nom. eofer ir en-heard B. 1112. 

Meaning. Ferrum, gladius : iron, sword. Originally 
the material of which the sword blade was made, it be- 
came finally a term applied to the entire sword, and 
was so used in the OE. poetry. Of. sesd 'spear'. 

Etymology. The Germ, word for iron is either one 
of the usual borrowings from the Celtic or a borrowing 
of meaning only, which has extended to all of the Germ, 
dialects. It appears in three different forms (s. Pauls Grdr., 
325) cf. Goth, eisarn, OSax., OHG. ^sartiy isan (Goth. *eisan), 
MHG. Isem, isen^ NHG. Eisen, ON. isarn, jam, jam (Goth. 
eimn)^ Dan., Swed. jem, Du. yser, ijeer (MHG. isem^ ?sew), 
OE. %sern, ^en^ wen. According to Stokes (Fick, Vgl. Wb. 
n, 25) the OE. forms are probably borrowed from Gall. 
eisamo <C! Urcelt. *eisamo, eisemOy Olr. %am. Thumeysen 
(Kelto-Rom. p. 36) sets, however, an jsamo for the Celt, 
groimd form (cf. Johnson, Bezz. Beitr. 18, 17 flf.. Much, 
Z. f. d. Altertum 42, 164 ff., and Schrader, Real Lex. u. 
eieen). Much endeavors to bring the word into relation- 
ship with 01. isirds 'frisch, bldhend, kraftig' to is- f. 'Er- 
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quickung, Kraft' with the original meaning of Ue strong' 
cf. Dor. Iap6c 'heilig, krafdg'. 

In ME. two forms are extant iren Chaucer (C. T.502), 
and yjgen (isen) Ayenbete of Inwyt 139'^, the former of 
which has given NE. iron. On the other hand com- 
pare the German Eisen, which has preserved the second 
form. 

Laf. 

Form, laf f. (D). 

References. 1. reliquiae, residuum, relictus : remnant, 
remains, legacy. 

sg. nom. pmt is Hredlan laf, Wdandes geweorc (lorica) 
B. 454; standee me her on eaxdum Adfheres laf Wald. 2^®. 

sg. gen. bi& him yrfeweard ealdre lafe Ph. 376; $e wass 
ordfruma earmre lafe Dan. 152. 

sg. dat. pass heriges ham eft ne com eaUes ungrundes 
ssnig to lafe Exod. 508; he ys ana to lafe Prs. Gen. XLII'®; 
peet pser ne weard furdon an to lafe on eallum Egipta lands 
Prs. Exod. X^^ to lafe An. 1081. 

sg. ace. or pi. geond Israela earme lafe Dan. 80; agaef 
him pa his leoda lafe Dan. 453; ponne min Maford wile lafe 
picgan para he of life het wmTrCrxfte awrecan Ridls. 91^^; 
hana lafe ascan Ph. 575. 

nom. pi. on him gladiai gomelra lafe heard ond hring, 
m«l B. 2036. 

2. gladius : sword. 

sg. nom. ne his mxge[ne]s laf gewac set wige B. 2628; 
gomel swyrd geteah, past wass Eanmundes laf B. 2611 ; mi eom 
wrapra laf fyres and /cote Ridls. 71*. 

sg. ace. ' pa he pone cniht genam . . ., folccud geteag ealde 
lafe (ecg grymetode) Exod. 408; pasr genehost brasgd eorl 
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Beowulf es edlde lafe B. 795; ond fu Unferd Iset ealde lafe, 
wrxtlic wasg-sweord wid-mdne man heard-ecg habban B. 
1488; sweord xr gebrasd god gud-cyning gomele lafe B. 2563; 
Hrodgar maMode, hylt sceawode, ealde lafe B. 1688; het 
da eorla hleo in gefetian Hredles lafe, golde gegyrede B. 2191. 

pi. nom. hine irenna ecga fornamon, hearde heado- 
scearde homera lafe B. 2829; mec hnossiad homera lafe heard 
ecg heoroscearp Ridls. 6'^; pset him fda laffej frecne ne- 
meahton scur-heard scepdan B. 1032. 

pi. instr. heowon heado-linda hamora lafum eaforan ead 
weardes Ae&elst. 6. 

For compounds with lafB, Grein, Sprachschatz, p. 152. 

Etymology. Cognates to OE. Idf are: OHG. leiba, 
leipa f., Goth, laiba f. 'tJberbleibsel, remnant, remainder', 
OFrs. Idwe, OSax. Ma, ON. leif Formed on the pret. 
stem of the verb which appears in Goth, as leiban in bi- 
leibany OHG. bi-Uban, OE. be-lifan, from a Germ, form 
such as *laih6-. To an Idg. rt. Heip- 'to smear, to adhere, 
to stick' (Fick, Vgl. Wb. 121), which Wood (Jour, of Germ. 
Phil. I, 453 [1897]) supposes had the original meaning 'to 
flow'. Of. 01. limpdti 'smeared', Gr. Xt7cap7jc 'anhaltend, 
beharrUch' (Uhlenbeck, Ai. Wb. 262), and OSlav. lipnqti. 
Lit. lipti 'to remain stuck, to adhere'. 

Leoma. 

Form. lEoma m. (an). 

References. 1. lumen, splendor : gleam, light. For 
examples s. B. T. Die. and Grein, Sprachschatz n, p. 178. 

2. gladius : sword-blade, sword, a poetical term. 

sg. nom. lixte se leoma B. 1570. 

Compounds, leoma as second member of the com- 
pound. 



— 176 — 

beadu'Uoma m. ensis : sword. 

sg. Dom. pset se heado-leoma bOan ndde B. 1523. 

hilde-Uoma m. gladius : sword. 

sg. ace. ponne him Hun Lafing hilde-leoman^ Mia sdest^ 
on hearme dyde B. 1143. 

pi. nom. wide sprungon hUde-leoman (flames from the 
dragon's mouth) B. 2583. 

sweord'Uoma m. ensium corruscatio : the gleam of 
swords. 

sg. nom. sivurd-leoma stod swylce ecd Finns-buruh 
fyrenu wxre Finn. 35. 

Meaning. A kenning for sword chiefly found in 
BeowuJf. The original meaning was that of 'light-beam, 
a shining light'. 

Etymology, leoma stands in Ablaut to Goth, lauh- 
muni (lauhmoni) f. 'lightning, flame' written either &a or 
aii (s. under lauhatjan Uhlenbeck, Goth. Wb. 89). Cognates 
to OE. leoma are : ON. Ijom^ and OSax. Uom^ 'beam, light' 
to which is related Lat. lumen, all belonging to an Idg. rt. 
*leuk' 'to shine', to which is related Skt. I6ka;ii 'erblickt', 
hcanam 'Auge, eye'. 

Mece. 

Form. meSe, meche m. (ja). 

References. 

sg. nom. framea i. tela : mece OE. Gl. 1 ^®^ ; mucro : 
^^^ WW. 33^®; id. Corp. 1341; machera (gl. gladius [mu- 
erone]) : r^j Hpt. Gl. 470*; machera : <v> VPs. 57*^; hrapeseop- 
dan wxs asfter mundgripe mece gepinged B. 1938. 

sg. gen. hUl forscrifed, meces mmrdo Sal. 163; sumum 
meces ecg on meodu hence yrrum ealowosan ealdor oppringed 
Wy. 48; nales wordum log meces ecge B. 1812; he on met- 
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genne meces ecgum getan wolde B. 2939; meces ecgum B. 
2614; oS^^e gripe meces B. 1765. 

sg. dat. romphea versatili i. gladio, i. mobili vel 
volubili : efmltum, mid awendenlicum mece OE. Gl. P^**; 
romphse^ (gl. gladio) versatili (gl. vel volubili. mobili. an- 
cipiti. utiAque parte acutus): marg. epwUtum ofpe mid awen- 
denlicum mece Hpt. Gl. 433 *^ ; machera i. mucrone : mece 
OE. Gl. 1«739. mucrone : <v; WW. 440^®; skih da wunderdocc 
Pone feondsceadan fagum msce Jud. 104. 

sg. ace. firameam : meche Cant. Ps. 16^'; macheram 
i. gladium : mece, hiUinge OE. Gl. V^^] macheram : mece 
OE. Gl. 18*^; id. WW. 440*''; meaht du^ min ivine, mece 
gecnawan pone pin fxder to gefeohte Ixr B. 2047 ; ponne 
he gewyrced to wera hUde helm . . . scime mece odde scyldes 
rond Cra. 65; ne mihte he gehealdan heardne mece By. 167; 
pa hunk pe he wxpen mxge hdbhan^cmd hedldan, heardne 
mece, gar, and god swurd By. 236; masgd^ scearpne mece 
, . , of sceade dbr&d Jud. 78; let se hearda Higdaces pegn 
hrad(n)e mece, eald sweord eotenisc, entiscne helm . . . brecan 
ofer lord-weal B. 2978. 

sg. instr. mid mece Exod. 413; ne mum iu for di rmce 
Wald. 1**; mid di mece Wald. 2^; aide mece Exod. 494. 

pi. gen. meca gehwane B. 2685; mid meca ecgum 
Boet. 9*^; hreman nedorfte meca gema/nan Aedelst. 40. 

pi. dat. mscum gemetai Wald. 2**; on mergenne mecum 
wunde be yrd-lafe uppe Itegon B. 565 ; m^cum mylenscearpum 
Aedelst. 24. 

Compounds. With msce as second member of the 
compound. 

headu-miide m. battle-sword. 

pi. nom. pxt hine sy&pan no brond ne beado-mecas 
bitan ne-m^ahton B. 1454. 

Keller* The Anglo-Saxon Weapon Names. 12 
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hteft'in€^e m. ensis capulo praeditus : sword with hilt. 

sg. dat. wxs ftem hteft-mece Hrunting nama B. 1457. 

hilde'tnB^e m. battle sword. 

pi. nom. ond Hearfdrjede hUde-meceas under bord- 
hreodan to honan wurdon B. 2202. 

sige-mBde m. victorious sword. 

ace. swaped sige-mece mid f sere swi^ran hond Cri. 1531. 

Meaning, a long two-edged sword. 

Etymology. Although tracea))l^n most of the Germ, 
dialects, the origin of the word is not clear, the contested 
point being that of borrowing — namely whether the 
Germ, form is to be regarded as a loan word from 
Finnish miekka^ or the Slav, and Finn, words as loan 
words from the Germ. 

Bremer (PBB. XI, 4ff.) regards Goth, mikeis recorded 
only in the Ace. form weA^i (Eph. VI), as a possible loan 
word from the Finn., giving as reasons the skillftilness of 
the Finns at that time in the making of weapons; the 
fact that in Idg. no related word has as yet been found ; 
the appearance of the word rn^6l as Finn, loan word in 
Slavic; and finally the various wanderings, which the 
word appears to have made as loan word in the various 
Germ, dialects. He cites here as example for the latter 
OE. me6e^ which according to the laws of soimd change 
must be derived from ^mohi rather than from *mGMy 
which would have given m&6e^ and when compared to 
Goth. meJceiSf ON. mikir^ OSax., mold can only be ex- 
plained as Stammabstufung e\o^ or as Goth, loan word 
borrowed before the emigration to England. Uhlenbeck 
explains the e of OE. me&, however, as an Anglian or 
Kent, form for WS. «, which does away with the theory of 
Goth, borrowing for the OE. 
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Furthermore it is by no meaDs certain, as Bremer 
states, that the Slav, m^ci is a Finn, loan word, on the 
contrary it is much more probable that both miekha and 
mUi are very early Germ, loan words in Finn, and Slav. 
Of this opinion is Miklosich (D. W. Ak. XVI, 112^, 1867), 
who treats OSlav. miM as Germ, in origin; Kluge follows 
Mik. (Pauls Grund.* 1, 361), as does Uhlenbeck (Goth.Wb.) 
giving Finn. mieMa and OSlav. mlci as Germ, loan words. 
Schrader (Sprachvgl. u. Urgesch. 324) speaks against a Finn, 
origin for the word, and Thomsen (Got. Sprogklasses Indflyd . 
p& den finske 43, 134) gives miekka as loan word from 
Goth, meheis, which together with niekla, neula^ ndl (Goth. 
nepla) shows very old borrowing, all later Goth, loan words 
with e, ON., OHG. a, appearing in Finn, as aa (a). Hirt 
(PBB. 23^^) derives OSlav. mm from the Goth., Goth, e 
becoming i in Slav. Of. further Liv. meJc, Lap. miekTce^ 
and Krim Goth, mycha^ all meaning ^sword, knife'. 

The root is uncertain, s. Fick, Vgl. Wb. I, 511. GraC- 
mann, K. Z. XII, 166. 

Form, mml n. (a). 

References. 1. measure, time, point of time, 

occasion. 

2. mark, token, ornament. 

See B. T. and Grein, Sprachschatz n, p. 221. 

3. sword {-mxl in compound, and only used poetically). 
brogden-, braden-mml n. inlaid sword. 

sg. nom. sweord mr gemedlt, forbam broden-mad 
B. 1616; j5«^ hUdebU forbam^ brogden-mad B. 1667; heardecg 
ctvacap, beofap brogden-mml El. 758. 

grmg-mxl adj. grey-colored. 

sg. nom. sweord Biotmlfes gomdl ond grseg-nml B. 2682. 

12* 
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hring-ntKl adj. adorned with rings. 

sg. ace. he gefeng fa fetelrhiU^ hring-tntel gehrxgd B. 
1564. 

sceaden-mml adj. with divided (branching) ornaments 
or patterns. 

sg. nom. past hit sceaden-mad scyran moste B. 1939. 

wunden-m^l adj. a sword with twisted ornaments, 
damascened. 

sg. nom. wearp da tvunden-mtel torssttum gebunden yrre 
oreUa B. 1531. 

— m«led adj. 

hring-mxled adj. adorned with rings. 

pi. ace. handum hrugdon hseUd of scasdum hringmxled 
sweordy ecgum dihtig Gen. 1992. 

scir-m«led adj. with bright ornaments. 

pi. ace. mundum hrugdon scealcas of sceadum scirmaAed 
swyrd Jud. 230. 

Etymology. Identical with OHG., MHG. woZ 'Zeit- 
punkt', Goth, mel 'time', which is connected with the Idg. 
root *w^ 'to measure', Lat. mHm (s. Kluge, Etym. Wb., 
p. 257). The above words are a poetic kenning for 'sword', 
"-mml being understood first as 'mark, token, ornament', 
then as 'sword with such ornaments'. The words are used 
as substantives or adjectives. 

Ord. 

Form, ord m. (a). 

References. 1. euspis, mucro: point of sword or 
other weapon, also used for the entire sword. 

sg. nom. mucro : swurdes ord odde odres wxpnes Aelfc. 
Gl 318*; mucro : swerdes ord, vd ofres waspnes WW. 549*^; 
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mucro : swurd odde fv Aelfc.Gr.35*; mucro : swurdes <v>WW. 
142 ^^; mucro : aslces waspnes <v> WW. 142*^; fy Isss se attres 
ord in gebuge under harHocan Cri. 768; od-fxt wordes ord 
hreosthord pwrhbrsec B. 2791 ; him mt heortan stod mtteme 
ord By. 146; ord in gewod By. 157; me sceal wsepen niman, 
ord and iren By. 253; ecg sceal on sweorde and ord spere 
Gn. (Ex.) 204; seaxes ord Ridls. 61^^; and ord somod pin- 
gum gepydan Eidls. 61 *'; se ord higde upp to pam hiltum 
Horn. Skt. I, 122*«. 

sg. ace. lastaSf gares ord . . , in gedufan in f«ges ferd 
An. 1330; furh attres ord Jul. 471. 

sg. dat. instr, mid gares orde Gen. 1522; ic aglxcan orde 
gerxhte B. 556 ; hwa pxr mid orde mrost mihte on fmgean 
men feorh gewinnan By. 124; he mid orde anne gerxhte 
flotan on pam folce By. 226; of sidan seaxes orde Bidls, 77 ^ 

pi. gen. hafad^ tungena gehwylc XX orda, hafad orda 
gehuylc engles snytro Sal. 231 — 232. 

pi. ace. wid ord ond wid ecge B. 1549; hi unllad eow 
to gafole garas st/llan, settrynne ord and eoUde swurd By. 47 ; 
hord ord onfeng By. 110; mt garprxce heraif bord and ord 
El. 1186; Hit is my eel ned-pearf dast . . . mid irenum 
pislum and ordum hie man slea Bl. Horn. 189*®; gar a 
ordum An. 32; to pam orlege ordum and hordum An. 1205, 
El. 235; under tungla getrumum twigena ordum Sal. 142; 
Utrum ordum Eidls. 18*; ordum ic steppe in grene grtes 
Bidls. 16 ^ 

2. initium : source, beginning. 

sg. nom. pa word acw«d ord moncynnes Gen. 1111; 
o& pxt unddortorM d«ges priddan up ofer deop wsier ord 
arrnnde Gen 2876. 

For further references cf. B. T. and Grein, Sprach- 
schatz n, p. 356. 
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3. acieB, frons exercitus : van, front. 

sg- g6n. limfde wigsigor ElimUama ordes unsa, wecid 
wtdstme Gen. 2004. 

8g. dat. synde ic him on fedan beforan uH)lde, ana an 
arde B. 2498. 

sg. ace. sippan hy forwrmcon Widnga cynn and 
Ingddes ord forbigdan Wid. 48. 

For further references cf. B. T. and Grein. 

4. nobilissimus, princeps : chief, prince. 

sg. nom. toUe up heonan eard gestigan tepdinga ord 
mid pas engla gedryht Cri. 515; hi pter Pantan stream mid 
prasse bestodon, Eastseaxena ord and se teschere By. 69. 

For further references cf. as above. 

Compound s. ord as first member of the compound. 

ordK 

ord'bona m. murderer. 

sg. ace. ordbanan Abdes (Cain) Gen. 1097. 

ord'Stapu f. ingressus cuspidum : prick, wound. 

pi. nom. gif me ordstmpe egle wxron Ridls. 72*^. 

ord^, 

ord'fruma m. princeps : chief. 

sg. nora. wxs min fxder folcum gecypedj aspele ord- 
fruma EcgPeon haten B. 263; se wtes ordfruma earmre lafe 
Dan. 152. 

[For further references, and for 

ord'fruma auctor, creator : originator, creator s. Grein, 
Sprachschatz II, 357.] 

ord- wig a m. summus vel praefectus militum : chief. 

sg. voc. AeUan ordwyga! Wald. 1*. 

Names. 

Cf. names of persons Ordlaf, Ordgar^ Ordnoif, Ordulf, 
Ordhdm, etc. 
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S. omc esden and orBd for ordrmdy ordric G. B. 496 
(AD. 858). 

Etymology. Cognate to OSax., OFrs. ord, [OHG., 
MHG. ort, ON. oddr 'a point, comer'. The Goth, form 
must have been *ueds^ not recorded. Further etym. is 
not clear. Cf. Grimm, D. Wb. under ort. 



Scead. 

Forms. s6ead^ 86md^ s6§9 f. (j5). 

For the various forms s. Biilbring, Lautlehre §§ 167, 
293 and 315. 

References. 

sg. nom. vagina : sc«d Aelfc. Gl. 318' (MS. F. sced^ 
J. scead]; vagina : scead WVf. 142*°; item 332''; clasendis : 
sweordes ^ WW. 140**. 

sg. dat. m«gd scearpne mece . . .of sceade ahrmd Jud. 
78; sweord of sctede atugon Ps. Th. 36^*; of sceade Cant. 
Ps. 36^*; ^ Byrhtnod hrxd biU of sceSe By. 162, 

pi. dat. handum brugdon hasleSf of scxifum hringmasled 
sweord Gen. 1992; mundum brugdon sceaicas of sceadum scir- 
maded svoyrd Jud. 230. 

Meaning, vagina, clasendis : the sword scabbard, 
sheath. 

Etymology. Cognate forms to OE. s6Bad^ s6xd, ME. 
schethe (Wycl. John XVIII 2), NE. sheath are: OHG. 
sceida^ MHG., NHG. scheide 'sheath', OSax. scedja, 
sc^ttf ON. sheider (pi.) 'sheath', Dan. slcede, Swed. shida 
'husk, pod\ Du. scheede. All from a Germ, type *sTcaid(h, 
*sJcai&jdj cf Goth. sTcaidan 'to separate\ from an Idg. rt. 
with t In Idg. *sfchait' is found together with *sfchai& 
'spalten, trennen, spUt, separate\ Here in all probability 
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the media of the end syllable has developed from the 
corresponding tenuis under conditions as yet not completely 
explained (cf. Brugm. Grdr. I*, p. 630). 

From *sfchaid', *s1chid' are derived Lat. seindo^ Gr. oyitiiA 
'spalte', Lit. sJcedim 'scheide\ 01. chindd-mi. From ^stMit- : 
Goth, skaidan^ OE. scsadan^ OHG. skeidan accented on the 
end syllable, while OE. sd«p is derived from a form with 
accent on the vowel of the stem — both forms appear- 
ing in OSax. side by side scB&ja and scsdja. From the deri- 
vation it is evident that the meaning is ^a separating 
wair i. e. that which separates and protects the body of 
the warrior from the sword. 

Scenn (?)• 

A single reference from Beowulf 1694 in the dat. plur. 
swa was on ptem scennum sciran gcldes furh runrstafas rihte 
gemearcod. 

The nom. sg. is probably scenn or scenne. 

Neither Etymology nor Meaning is clear, but scenn in 
the passage above quoted refers most likely to a plate of 
metal on the handle of a sword. 

Seax. 

Forms, seax, sex, sxx n. (a). (S. Sievers Gramm. 
§ 108*). 

References. 1. culter : knife. 

sg. nom. culter : saex WW. 16'^ = Corp. 625.; id.: 
seax odde scyrseax WW. 366*®; cultellus : sex Aelfc. Gl. 
315 1« = WW. 548'; id.: seax WW. 273 «; id.: sex 
Benet. c. LV, p. 93^; id.: seax R. Ben. c. LV, p. 92'. 

sg. dat. ne he his heard mid seaxe ne scear Mart. 
100 «. 
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sg. instr. se pe hselefa hearn secgas searofoncle seaxe 
dcZ/iwr Ridls. 41»l 

8g. acc. he gelxhtepa his sex Horn. Skt. II, 31^^; and 
hyt his seax and hwxt Past. 187^; geteah feah his seax 
Bl. Horn. 215 «. 

2. machaera : sword. 

sg. nom. fa nyste he fxringa hwa^ fsst seax com Bl. 
Horn. 223^'; sast smid, sloh seax lytel iserna wund swide 
M. C. 21. 

sg. gen. stvylce hit seaxes ecg scearp purhwode Cri. 
1141; heard mec sifpan snad seaxes ecg sindrum hegrunden 
Bidls. 27^; hu mec seaxes ord aiid seo swifre hond . . . 
pingum gepydan Ridls. 61 ^*; sippan he me of sidan scales 
orde hyd aryped Ridls. 77^. 

sg. instr. (heo) hyre seax[e] geteah B. 1545. 

sg. acc. nim ponne pmt seax^ ado on wsetan M. C. 48. 

Compounds, seax as second member of the com- 
pound. 

llod'Seax n. lancet. 

sg. nom. flebotoma : Uodsaex Corp. 896; fletoma : 
bhdseaxWW. 400 ^^ flebotomus : ftifod^^o: WW. 11738. 

sg. dat. flebotomo : hlodseaxe WW. 400^®; id. : Uodseax 
(nom. form) WW. 494". 

. sg. acc. flebotomum ihlodsex WW. 240^'; id.: blod- 
seax, o9de xdder-seax: Graece namque fleps vena, to- 
mum vero incisio nominatur WW. 410^®; fledomum (phle- 
botomum) : Uodsmx Leid. Gl. 110, Glogger 54, 7, p. 78; 
Corp. 896. 

hand'Seax n. dagger. 

sg. nom. sica : litd swurd oMe handsex WW. 332 ^^ 
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= Aelfc. GL 318*; sica : ItUd {swerdy uel han)d sex WW. 
549". 

sg. ace. htefde he and toteg mid hine ttmecge hand- 
seax gemttred Bd. 2, 9, p. 122; aeresl his hyne-Uaforde an 
hand-sees Chart. Th. 501 *; and Widfstane an hand-sees on 
prim pundan Chart. Th. 502 ^^; and he gean his cyne-Jdaforde 
an handsex, and fterae lecge is hundeahtati mancussa goldms 
Chart, Th. 527 «. 

pi. ace. hsefdon handseax on heora handum Bd. 5, 
]3, p. 440. 

hype(hup)'Seax n. hip-knife, short sword. 

sg. nom. pugio, vel elunabulum : Igtel stoeord^ vel 
hypesex WW. 143*. 

sg. aee. ponne he gewyreed to wera hUde hdm ofpe 
hupseax Cr&. 64. 

Itece-seax n. surgical knife. 

sg. ace. hyt ponne his Imce - seax under his daifum 
Past. 187 *^ 

nagel'Seax n. nail-knife. 

novaculum : nseglsex WW. 142*'; novacula : nmglsex 
WW. 336 *^ 

mete-seax n. knife, dagger. 

pi. dat. and hie ne mid heora metseacsum ofsticedon 
inne on heora gemotteme Or. 5, 12, 244, is. 

sdear-sex n. a rasor. 

rasorium : scearsex WW. 142**; novacula : sctersaex 
VPs. 51*; machera acuta : scyrseax scearp Bl. Gl. 56^. 

peoh'Seax n. — thigh knife, a short sword carried 
on the thigh. 

semispatium (for semispatha) : ^eoA-^oea? Corp. 1832; 
senspatium .peohseax WW. 532^; cf also Ps. Th. 44* gyrd 
pin sweord ofer pin peoh. 
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wxhseax slaughter sword, war knife, dagger. 

sg. inst. fa-gen sylf cyning wadlseax[e] gehrxd B. 2703. 

Flurnamen. 

Seax in Flurnamen has the meaning of Lat. saxum 
not Germ. Jenife. 

Cf. mrest on seaxea sea& of seaxe sea&e on pone holan 
xsc G. B. 596 (A. D. 901); fonon on seaxa broc G. B. 1003 
(A. D. 957). See Middendorflf p. 116. 

Meaning. 1. machaera : a short one-edged sword. 

2. culter, cultellus : a knife. 

Etymology. The term seax is Germ, with the 
meaning Word* or *knife'. Cognates are: OHG., MHG. 
sahs 'a short '^knifeUke sword' ; in NHG. it appears in the 
compound Messer <C OHG. majg-^ mezzi- sdhSy OFrs. sax^ 
ON. sax^ *a short sword', in Swed., Dan. sax^ which in the 
sg. refers to 'a large carving knife\ in the pi. to 'scissors'. 
Radically related to Lat. saxum 'a stone, a sharp edged 
cliflf' from Idg. ^saksa- m. 'Scharfe (Stein), Eisenspitze 
eines Geschosses, Schneide des Pfeils' etc. (Fick, Vgl. Wb. 
I, 560), to the rt. *5ci : sole 'to cut'. Found also in Lat. 
secare^ securis^ sica^ etc. 

Related are also the following words in Slav. (cf. 
Kuhns Z. 16«<>^ Hpt. Z. 6*^^): — Lith. sgMs 'blow', OSlav. 
sesti 'to strike', sekyra 'axe\ sUivo (Mikl. 974), Serv. sjeJciva 
'axe', NSlav. seJcera 'axe', cf. Lat. sica. See Solmsen 
Kuhns Z. 34 * ^^ Brugmann Grundr. ^ I, p. 504. 

For relationship to OCSlav. kosa 'sickle' (rt. kes-), 01. 
gas- 'to cut' cf. J. Schmidt (K. Z. XXV, p. 127). 

SeVg. 
Form, sec^ f. (jo). 

References. 

sg. ace. ac wit on niht sctdon secge ofersiitan B. 684. 
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pi. instr. secgum ofslegene him on swcUfe feoUon m&dinga 
beam Gen. 2001. 

Meaning, ensis : sword. 

Compounds. 

sec§'plega m. battle. 

dat. sBt }am secgplegan An. 1353. 

Etymology. Sec^ is derived from the same root as 
OE. sage, sagu^ Engl, saw, OHG. sega, saga, MHG. sege, 
sage, NHG. Sage, Du. saag, ON. sgg, Swed. sag ^a saw' 
from Germ. *sagd f. (5), while sed^ is from *sagjd f. (jo) 
with i-Umlaut. Both belong to the Germ, base sag- with 
accent on the end syllable, from the stem accented form 
of which, sdh; is derived OE. seax, OHG. saihs both forms 
belonging to the Idg. root *seh' : soJc- 'to cut'. 

In the NE. the f. form with the meaning sword has 
disappeared, the masc. only being retained meaning 'rushes, 
sedge (sword-like grass)'. 

Sweord. 

Forms, sweord, swurd, swyrd, swerd, swurd, sword 
n. (a). 

gen. pi. sweorda once swordana (Rush. MS.). 

nom. ace. pi. sweord, smord (Cant. Ps.), swurd, stm/rd, 
once suordas (Lind.), once sworde (Rush), and suerde Chart. 
Th. 505«^ 512 1» etc. 

References. 

sg. nom. gladius : sweord VPs. 36^*, 43^, 58®; 
VHy. 7^\ 7®^; gladius, machaera, spata, framea: swurd 
(MS. F. swyrd) Aelfc. Gl. 317^®; id. uel png^o: sweord 
WW. 142 "^ ; mucro : swurd o^&e ord Aelfc. Gr. 35 ^ ; sica : 
litel swurd odde hand-sex [MS. W. hondsex, MS. F. swyrd] 
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Aelfc. Gl. 318*; sica : Utel sweord WW 142^*; ensis : swurd 
Aelfc. Gr. 55 ^^ hMeas sweord WW. 142»*; machera: 
anecge sweord WW. 142*'; pugio, uel clunabulum : lytel 
sweord uel hype-sex WW. 143 ^ ; framea : sweord odde astgare 
WW. 40415; gladius : sweord Cant. Ps. 43^ Cant. Hy. 6*^; 
machera : sweord Cant. Hy. 56 5; min swyrd sceal pinne pone 
faegran lichaman eaU to styccan forcyrfan Homl. Ass. XV^®'; 
gladius : smord Cant. Ps. 36^^; <x> ib. 58»; cv? ib. VPs.36l^ 
Cant. Hy. 4®; oc fxt swurd ne mihte Homl. Sk. I, 12 *i^; 
fast swurd l«g par Homl. Sk. I, 19 1*^^; past scearpe swurd 
Homl. Sk. I, 19 1^5; past swurd purh-wod wrxUicne wyrm 
B. 890; sweord swate fah B. 1286; sweord waes swatig B. 
1569; Past sweord ongan . . . wanian B. 1605; sweord asr ge- 
mealt B. 1615; hwampast sweord geworht wasre B. 1696 ; penden 
pis sweord pola^B. 2499; nu sceall . . . heard sweord ymb 
hord wigan B. 2509; urum sceaL sweord ond hdm . . . bam 
gemame B. 2659; daet sweord gedeaf fah ond fasted B. 2700; 
pa wass on hedUe heard-ecg togen^ sweord ofer setlum B. 1289; 
feoU pa to foldan fedlohilte swurd By. 166; is him on 
wderum wrad sweord ond scearp Ps. 58'. 

sg. gen. gladii : sweordes VPs. 62 ^i; gladii ejus 
sweordes his VPs. 88**; mid swurdes ecge Homl. Skt. II, 25 ^^^ 
id. 255«»; id. Prs. Exod. 27 ^^ id. Homl. Skt. I, 18*^^ 
jnvLcro : swurdes ord WW. 142 1^; mucio : swerdes ord, uel 
opres waspnes WW. 549 *5; gladii : swurdes Corp. Gosp. Lk. 
XXI** (other readings Camb. MS. sweordes, Lind. suordes^ 
Rush. pi. swordana); on sweordes had B. 2193; mid sweordes 
ecge Gen. 2857; sweordes ecg B. 1106; id. An. 1132; fultum 
pu him afyrdest fagan sweordes Ps. 88*^; sweordes swengum 
B. 2386; under sweordes hand Ps. 62®; ond ic gean into 
pasre stowe for uncer legra saule . . . and pass swurdes mid 
pam sylfrenan hylte Chart. Th. 558 1®; ond ic gean minon 
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feder . . . f«8 seolferhiltan sicurdes pe Ulfctftd ahte Chart. 
Th. 559^*; and icgean Eadmunde . . . f«s swurdes mid pam 
pyttedan hUtan Chart. Th. 559 **; ond mines swyrdes mid 
fetde Chart. Th. 516*'; and he gean Adfrid, , , . antes 
swurdaes Chart. Th. 527 ^^ 

sg. dat. mucrone : sweorde WW. 440^'; gladio : <x? 
Cant. Ps. 43*; id. 44*; id. 143^®; mid his godcunde sweorde 
Mart. 50^ m gladio : insweorde VPs. 77"; id. 77«*; id. 43*, 
de gladio : of sweorde VPs. 143^^; gladio meo : sweorde 
minum VHy. 5^^; stricta mac(ha)era : getogone stteorde 
Corp. 1927; mid his swurde Homl. Skt. 11, 25*®^; mid ato- 
genum sumrde Homl. Skt. 11 25^®*; mid swurde Pre. Exod. 
22**; he ne slog mid his sweorde Past. 199^; mid &asm 
sweorde Past. 199®; mid heardum <x? Homl. Skt. I, 2*^®; mid 
cwealm-Jbxrum swurde Homl. Skt, I, 7***; hi sceddan pa 
under-hingan nacodum *v> Homl. Skt. I, 5*®; mid <x? Homl. 
Skt. I, 9i*«; mid pam <x; Homl. Skt. I, l2"«-"5; mid 
heofohlicum oo Homl. Skt. 18 *®®; from dmm arleasan 
sweorde VPs. 16^*; a bamea, : from <x? VPs, 21*^; mid 
fv> Bl. Homl. 47^*; gehrmgd da his sweorde Bl. Homl. 
223'; gladio : sweorde Cant. Ps. 77®*, ®*; mid aiogenum 
swurde Homl. Ass. XVIII*®*; ©/"AweYew <x?Homl. Ass.XV^®*; 
framea : sweorde Cant. Ps. 9'; id. : sweorde Cant. Ps. 21**; 
mid his sweorde Or. 5, i, 21 6 24; pa heora tungan teod teonan 
gehwylce sweorde efenscearpe Ps. 63*; sealde pa his swses 
folc sweorde under ecge Ps. 77®*; on guman sweorde Gn. 
(Ex.) 126; forsoc he dam swurde Wald. 1*®; gladio : swurde 
Gosp. (Corp.) Matt. XXVI ^* (other readings Camb. sweorde, 
Lind. sword, Rush, sweorde); id. : swurde Gosp. Corp. Lk. 
22*^ (other readings similar to Matt.). 

sg. instr. mid sweorde Mart. 58*^; ib. 218*®; ib. 
196**; ib. 108»; ib. 128*^ ib. 86*Mb. 96**; ib. 168*»; 
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ib. 208",*'; ib. 222^; mid mine sweorde Mart. 172^; ab 
eo ipsius gladio amputavi caput :/rom him his agnum 
sweorde ic acearf heafud VHy. 1^^; her lid sweorde ge- 
heawen Jud. 289 ; ane sweorde msrce gemserde . . . Wid. 41 ; 
mid Pys sweorde Jud. 89; for fan ic hine sweorde swehhan 
neUe B. 679; fonne ic sweorde drep ferhd-genidlan B. 2880; 
sweorde ne meahte on 9am aglxcean xnige pinga wunde 
gewyrcean B. 2904; mid sweorde ofsloh B. 574; ic him 
penode deoran sweorde B. 561; Uohtan sweorde B. 2492; 
mid sweorde Exod. 419; id. Boet. 9*^; fyrene sweorde Qen. 
947; id. 1575; ac hine se halga wer. gyrde grtegan sweorde 
Gen. 2865; ond lifes treo legene sweorde halig healdan El. 
757; mid his swurde By. 118; gyrde hine his swurde 
Finn. 13; mid }y ilcan sweorde Mart. 116^®. 

sg. ace. macheram : sweord WW. 440 ^^ 532^; gla- 
dium : <x; Cant. Ps. 36 1*, 63*, 75S 1^\ 88^*, Cant. Hy. 
6*5^ 16»;id.VPs. 7 1', 36 1*, 44*, 63* 75*; VHy. 78«frameam: 
swurd VPs. 34 »; gladium : cv? Gosp. Corp. Matt. 26^1' ^^ 
(other readings Camb. sweord^ Lind. sttord. Rush, sweord)] 
^ ib. Lk. 22 «« (Rush, sword); <x; ib. John 18 ^^^ "; id.: 
swurde Corp. Mk, 14*^ (other readings Camb. sweorde^ H. 
and R. sweordy Lind. suord^ Rush. sword)\ id.: swurd Corp. 
Matt. 10** (Camb. sweord, Lind. suord. Rush, sweord)', ond 
hmfde fyren sweord in his honda Mart. 182^^ (in Mart. 
sweord is 5 times recorded); and gdaehte his agen swurd Hom. 
Ass. IX, 304 (in Hom. Ass. sumrd 8 times recorded); pa 
pa he hd petrum behydan his swurd Hom. Skt. 11, 162^^ (in 
Aelfric's Lives of the Saints sumrd is recorded more than 
ten times); and anra gehwylc hxfde sweord ofer his hype Bl. 
Hom. 11^®; he sylf bar his swurd Prs. Gen. 22^» ^^; p«t ic 
sweord here B. 437 {sweord in ace. occurs 12 times in B.); 
gomel swyrd geteah B. 2610; nam on Ongendio iren-byman, 
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heard swyrd hiUed B. 2987 ; and ic an mine kynehuerd . . . 
an stverd Chart. Th. 556'^; Jpa ic sdde mine louerd f«t 
suerd Chart. Th. 505«'; in Gen., Jud., Hd., Sal., Ori., Boet, 
and Ridls. sweord occurs 9 times; pa hwile fe he mid 
handum healdan mihte hard and brad swurd By. 15 (in By. 
stvurd is found 3 times). 

nom. ace. pL gladii ; stciord Cant. Ps. 149*; gladii 
ancipites : sweord twiecge VPs. 149*; gladii : svourd Gosp. 
Corp. Lk. XXII*® (other readings Camb. sweord^ Lind. 
suo}'das, Bush, sworde); p«t hig heora stvurd fa abendon 
Homl. Ass. XVI ^*^; Sigeferd and Eaha hyra sword getugon 
Finn. 17; handum brugdon h«led of scmdum hringmaled 
stveord Gen. 1992; past we him da gu(hgetawa gyldan woldon 
. . . helmas ond heard sweord B. 2638; hi tviUaff eow to 
gafole garas syllan . . . and ealde swurd By. 47; htefdon 
swurd nacod B. 539; disca^s logon ond dyre swyrd B. 3048; 
rum WBss to nimanne londbuendum on dam ladestan . . . bord 
ond brad stoyrd Jud. 318; mundum brugdon scealcas of 
sceadum sdrmxled swyrd Jud. 230; fxi is fonne xrest his 
Maforde . . . twa swurd Chart. Th. 596^®; fast is p ic geann 
minum hlaforde . . . twa seolforhUted sweord Chart. Th. 544*; 
and twa scearpe swurd settan him to-geanes Homl. Skt. 1, 14®'; 
past is erst pat ic an mine louerd tueye suerde fetdsade . . . 
Chart. Th. 505 «^ ond seax swurd ChsiTt. Th. 527 ^^ ond to 
suerde so ic best hdbbe Chart. Th. 512^^; ond pam cinge 
minne hasre-geatwa feower sweord Chart. Th. 499^^. 

gen. pi. donne sweorda gelac sunu Healf denes efnan 
wolde B. 1040; besast da sin-herge sweorda lafe B. 2936; 
pxr weard Ongendiow ecgum sweorda ... on bid wrecen B. 2961 ; 
her Aedelstan cyning . . . and Edmimd asdding . . . geslogon ad 
sascce sweorda ecgum Aedelst. 4. swordana Rush. Luk. 21 **. 

dat. pi. Past hig tvyUad us mid hyra swurdum ofslean 
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Prs. Exod. 5*^; ond mid sweordum hi wxron ofslaegene Past. 
205^'; and het da tet neoctav pa has&enan cwelleras ingan mid 
swurdum Homl. Skt. II, 24®^; alege hi mid swurdum de lu- 
figendra Homl. Skt. II, 25^''*; to pam anprsecum swurdum 
Homl. Skt. n, 28'*; mucronibus : sweordum WW. 440^*; 
mid urum swurdum Homl. Ass. IX^*®; mid sweordum and 
mid strengpum Bl. Homl. 149'^; od se mxsta dxl pass heriges 
Ixg gesxged on dam sigewonge, sweordum geheawen Jud. 295 ; 
edelweardas ealdhettende swyrdum aswefede Jud. 322; fyllan 
folctogan fagum sweordum Jud. 194; fa^um swyrdum ealde 
tefdoncan Jud. 264; fagum swyrdum Jud. 302; hasfdon eal- 
fela eotena cynnes sweordum gesseged B. 884; fagum sweord- 
um B. 586 ; fife logon on dam campstede . . . sweordum a- 
swefede Aedelst. 30; heardum sweordum Wid. 120; wxpna 
ecgum^ sweordum aswehban An. 72; wx^^an sacerdas hear a 
sweordum abroteneFs. 77®*; mid here-geatwum hilde-torhtum, 
sweordum ond fetelum Boet. 25^®; cum gladiis : mid swurd- 
um C!orp. Matt. 26^* (other readings: Camb. sweordum, H. 
sweorden, Lind. suordum, Rush.^ sweordum); cum gladiis: 
mid swurdon Corp. Mk. 14*® (other readings: Camb. 
sweordum, H. sweorden, R. sweordon^ Lind. sum*dum, Rush.^ 
swordum)] cum gladiis : mid swurdum Corp. Lk. 22^^ (other 
readings as in Matt. 26*^ above). 

Compounds. 1. with sweord as second member of 
compound. 

ad'Sweord f. a sword oath, 
gen. adswyrde his Ps. Stev. 104^. 
pi. nom. biod abrocene on ba heaife ad sweord eoria 
B. 2064. 

byrn-sweord n. fiery sword. 

sg. ace. he his bymsweord getyhp Bl.Hom. 109**. 

Keller , The Anglo-Saxon Weapon Names. 13 
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gad'Sweord n. sword. 

ace. 8g. Jiet 9a in beran . . . gu^-swem'd geatdic B. 
2154. 

ma^fum-sueord n. precious sword. 

pi. ace. forgeaf fa Beomdfe beam Healfdenes . . . 
mtere madpum-sweord B. 1023. 

mahstourd n. omameDted sword. 

gen. sg. ond ic geann Aelfmne . . . fxs mal-swurdes 
de Wider ahte Chart. Th. 560 «». 

stxf'Sweord n. s. stmf-sweord p. 196. 

w«g-sweord n. sword with wavy pattern. 

ace. sg. ond pu (ti)Unfert last edlde lafe, wrxtlic wteg- 
swem-d B. 1489. 

2. sweord as first member of the compound. 

stveord-bealo n. sword-hurt : malum gladio illatum. 

sg. nom. Fin eft begeat sweord-bealo sliifen B. 1147. 

siveord'berende, sword-bearing. 

pi. nom. pe aeddingas sweordberende settan heton Gen. 
1060. 

sweord-bite m. sword-cut. 

ace. purh sweordbite Jul. 603. 

sweord-bora m. sword-bearer, warrior, gladiator. 

pugiles : sweord-boran WW. 489^*. 

sweord'fwtels m. s. f«tel$. 

sweord-freca m. warrior. 

sg. dat. pa he pxs ivsepnes onlah sdran sweord-frecan 
B. 1468. 

sweord-gifu f. gift of a sword. 

sg. nom. nu sceal sinc-pego ond swyrd-gifu . . . eatc^-um 
cynne lufen alicgean B. 2884. 

sweord-gripe m. a sword-stroke. 

ace. p«t hi purh sweord-gripe sawle forletan Jul. 488. 
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sweord'hwUa m. swOrd-polisher. 
sg. dat. and ic geann Adfnode minon swurdhtvitan 
Chart. Th. 56122. 

sweord-leoma m. sword-gleam. 

sg. nom. swurd-leoma stod Finn. 35. 

sweord-geniHa m. warrior. 

pi. fyrdhivate . . . on twa healfe tohtan secap, sweord- 
geniMan El. 1180. 

sweord'plega m. battle. 

sg. dat. set dam sweord-plegan Wald. 1^^. 

sweord-rKS m. attack of swords, battle. 

sg. nom. sweord-r«s fomam purh Imdene hand Ap. 59. 

sweord-slfge m. sword-blow. 

ace. furh sweordslege Jul. 671. 

swyrd-geswing n. battle. 

sg. ace. fxt him swyrdgeswing swidlic eowdon weras 
Ebrisce Jud. 240. 

sweord'Wigend m. sword-fighter, warrior. 

pi. gen. peah pe Faraoti brohte sweordwigendra side 
hergas Exod. 260. 

sweord'Wund adj. wounded by the sword. 

sg. nom. stvatfag and sweordtvund secg (MS. sec) asfter 
o&rum Wald. 1^ 

sweord'Wyrhta m. sword-smith. 

Plurnamen. 

Sweord in 'Plurnamen' is identical with ecg, gara, 
ordy etc. 

, Sweord' Mincas now Swarling (Kent.) G. B. 321 (A. D. 
805); sweord-lingas (P. N.) G. B. 811 (A. D. 946); on 
sweord'leage G. B. 451 (A. D. 847); on sweordes stan G. B. 
55 (A. D. 883); ninan swyrd-teceras G. B. 479 (A. D. 1050) 
cf. gar-acer. 

18* 
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Meaning, gladius, ensis, spata, machera, framea : 
the large two-edged iron sword, frequently with ornamental 
hilt. Sica=litel swurd odde handsex. 

Etymology. Sweord is the general Germ, term for 
sw6rd though failing in Goth., with related forms, but 
with a different meaning that of 'boring^ in Slav. The 
cognates are OHG., MHG. sw'ert, NHG. Schwert, OFrs. 
siverd, swird, OS. stverd, Du. jswaard, ON. sverS^, Swed. 
stviird, Dan. swxrd. The Slav, has the rt. ^vert- 'boring' in 
OSlav. vriUete 'Bohrer (gimlet)', Slav. svrUdlu <; *sverd. 

From a Germ, type *swerda-, which Heyne, in the 
ed. of Grimm's Wb. (1898), states is entirely unexplained. 
Earlier in his Beowulf Gloss. (Paderborn 1863) he connected 
it with a W. Europ. *svero- 't5nen, schwirren' (Fick, Vgl. 
Wb. I, 579), to Skt. svdrati H5nt, erschallt', which Uhlen- 
beck (Ai. Wb. 355) derives from svdr 'Licht und Sonne' 
to Idg. rt. *sau- 'tOnen, leuchten'. Skeat indicates a rt. 
*stvar 'to hurt, wound' connected with 'schmerzen', OHG. 
sueran while Schrader, Real Lex. under Schwert and Speir- 
ling makes the attempt to bring it together with Lat. 
sorbus 'Sperberbaum' < *sverdhos assigning the original 
meaning to sword of 'wooden weapon'.^ In this connec- 
tion cf. Skt. $vdru§ m. 'a long wooden stick', derivation 
also not clear. Heyne rejects all of these explanations, 
and prefers to offer no theory as to its derivation beyond 
the Germ, type *swerda, 

St»f-sweord. 

nom. sg. dolones : stxf-sweord WW. 143^^. 

A compound of stsef and sweord 'a staff "feword, a kind 



^ S. Osthoff, Etym. Parerga I, 92 ff., and sperc, p. 161. 
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of pike with broad blade attached to a shaft' (s. Part. I, 
p. 45). This word occurring only in the Glossaries is to 
be connected with OHG. stapa-suert: framea (Schmeller, 
Z. J. 807), where lance is not meant but a kind of stxf- 
sweord (Germ. Stabschwert) s. Graflf (VI, 612). Compare 
furthermore sica : states wert Steinm.SieyeTS ITI^ MCIK, 17. 
To OE. stxf, ME. staf, NE. staff belong Du. staf, ON. 
stafr, Dan. stab 'starr', Swed. staf, OHG. stap, stab, NHG. 
Stab ^a staflf, a letter of the alphabet', from Germ. *staba 
the relation to OHG. stabm 'starr sein' allowing it to be 
traced to Idg. *sthSb (sthdp) 'to be firm', Skt. sthapay 'to 
cause to stand' (causal to sthd from the root *sta 'to stand'), 
which appears in OSlav. as stabu, stabu 'stick, staflf' (s. Kluge, 
Etym. Wb., p. 374). Of. Goth, stabs 'a letter', and Lat. 
stipes 'a post', GalL stob 'a post'. 

3. Bow and Arrow. 

Arblaste. 

Form, arblaste (?). 

Reference, mid anan arblaste of$coten A.-S. Chron. 
A. D. 1079 (ed. Earle and Plummer, p. 214). 

Meaning. A kind of bow mounted on a wooden 
rest designed to hurl arrows or other projectiles. 

Etymology. A Norm. Pr. loanword in very late 
OE. It is derived from Lat. arcuballista, OFr. arcbaleste 
'^arbaleste, later in 12'** century arbalete, and was applied 
to a war-machine for hurling stones and projectiles. As the 
first mention of this weapon in any OE. work occurs in 
1079 after the Norman Conquest, such bows were in all 
probabiUty unknown in England prior to the coming of 
the Normans. 



— 198 — 

In Germany is does not appear to have been known 
before the 12 *** century, where the name assumed the pecu- 
liar form Armbnist (f. and n.), which is simply due to an 
adoption by the people of two German words similar in 
sound and easily understood, for the unfamiliar foreign 
word (cf. Eng. asparagus and the dialectical sparroto-grass). 
In this form it has been borrowed in most of the Germ, 
dialects: Fries, armbrerst^ ermborst^ Du. armhost, armborst, 
ON. armbrist, Dan. armborst, Swed. armbost (showing meta- 
thesis of the r). The It. bcUestra, Sp. baUesta are derived 
directly from the Lat., while the word is found in none 
of the Slav, dialects, 

Boga. 

Form, boga m. (an). 

References. 1. arcus:a bow. 

sg. nom. arcus : boga VPs. 36 1^ VS. H. 4», Aelfc. Gl. 
318^=WW. 333^ WW. 142«^ Aelfc. Gr. 19^\ ib. 81^ 
camera, arcus, fornax : bigeh, rw, incleofa WW. 198*; 
balista : gelocen boge WW. 143**; arcus : bogae Cant. Ps. 
36 1^ Cant. Hy. 3*; arcus : bogafnj Cant. Ps. 59 « (the n 
being probably added by a later corrector) ; boga sceal strmle 
Gn. (Ex.) 154. 

sg. gen. daet hie fiugen fram onsiene bogan VPs. 59®. 

sg. dat. arcu : bogan Cant. Ps. 43', VPs. 43'; Effremes 
beam serest ongunnan of bogan strade bitere sendan Ps. 77^^. 

sg. ace. pa gebende an scytta sona his bogan Hom. 
Skt. 1, 18*^; nim pinne bogan and gang ut Prs. Gen. XXVII*; 
pa genam he his bogan and hine gebende Bl. Hom. 199^®; 
arcum : bogxn Cant. Ps. 36 1^ 63*, 578, 77 ^ 77 67. arcuimi : 
boga[n?] OE. Gl. 1^"; arcum : %e/2 Cant. Ps. 6^®; swa 
his bogan bended Ps. 57 *, pq heora tungan teod teonan 
gehwylce sweorde efenscearpe and heora swiifne bogan Ps. 63* ; 
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intendit arcum : [behjylt hogan Bl. Gl. 254^; in arcum per- 
versum : on hogan pweorne Bl. Gl. 255*; tetenderunt arcum, 
marg. note = tetendit : tinde hogan Bl. Gl. 261 ^; arcum : 
hogan VPs. V\ 10^ 17^^^ 36^*, 45l^ 57«, 63*, 75*, 77^ 
VH. 6^». arcum : hogan Cant. Ps. 10 », 17 »5. 

pi. nom. ace. hogan hangodan on hiora eaxlum Hom. 
Ass. 18*^*; psst hi him geheorgen hogan and strtele Ps. 59*; 
hogan wteron hysige By. 110. 

pi. gen. arcuum : hogmi Cant. Ps. 75*. 

pi. dat. arcubus : hogum Aelfc. Gr. 81 *. 

2. antena, postena: saddle bow. 

antena : hoga Corp. 168; artena : hoga WW. 106^^; pos- 
tena : hoga Corp. 1607. 

3. relating to trees, 
ramus :%a WW. 138 ^^ 

4. fornix: an arch. 

sg. nom. fornix : hoga Ep. Er. 453, Corp. 909. 

sg. ace. fornicem : hogan Ep. Er. 442, Corp. 901, WW. 
405, 20. 

For further references for 2, 3, and 4 s. B. T. 

Compounds, hoga as second member of the com- 
pound. 

hrsegd'hoga m. arcus incurvatus vel fraudulentus : 
treacherous bow. Prom hrxgd '^deceit, trick'. Cf. ON. hragSf. 

sg. dat. wrohthora in folc godes ford onsended of his 
hrmgdhogan hiteme strad Cri. 765. 

flan-hoga m. arcus sagittis aptus-.a bow for shoot- 
ing arrows. 

sg. dat. sumne Geata leod of flan-hogan f cores getwxfde 
B. 1433; se-pe of flan-hogan fyrenum sceoied B. 1744. 

horn-h oga m. arcus in duo comua exiens. Cf. 
saddle-bow. S. Schulz (HOf. Leben 11, 171), who inter- 
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prets it literally as horn-bow, made of horn, and Part. I, 
p. 50. 

dat. hie leton ford fleogan flana scuras, hUde-nxdran 
of honi'hogan Jud. 222; syddan hyne Haedqfn of Jwrn-bogan^ 
his frea-wine flafie geswende B. 2437. 

ace. f«r he hom-hogan hearde gehen*J€d V^, 75^. 

regn, rBn-boga m. rainbow. 

sg. nom. Utoi w«s se renboga to wedde gesett Aelfc. 
IS. 350; also ib. 362; Aelfc. Gl. 306,2; WW. 175,4. 

sg. ace. God gesette ponne reiibogan to wedde Aelfc. 
IS. 351. 

scur-boga m. rainbow. 

sg. ace. fonne ic scurbogan minne iewe Gen. 1540. 

Meaning. S. above. 

Etymology. Boga 'Bogen, Biegung' is formed hke 
a nom. agentis, from the Schwundstufe of the vb. bugan 
to bend*. To OE. boga^ ME. bowe, NE. bow correspond 
OHG. poko, bogo, MHG. boge, NHG. bogofi, Du. boog, OS. 
bogo^ OFrs. boage, ON. bogi, Swed. bdge, Dan. bue^ and in 
Cymr. and Ir. bwa, *bdgha loanwords from the OE. The 
word is wanting in Goth., but Krim Goth, boga 'bow' is 
recorded. These forms may be traced to an Idg. *bhtign6- 
'gebogen', from a root ^bheuk- beside ^bheug- 'biegen, to 
bend', cf. Skt. bhujati, Lat. fugio. In Greek the bow is 
named not from the form, but from the material tojov, 
taxus yew'. — Related is Olr. (fid-Jboc '(tree-)bending'; 
ef. Falk.-Torp, Et. Ordb. I, 83. 

Bogan-stren^. 

Form, bogan-streng m (i.). S. Sievers § 266. 
Reference. eLnqmnsLibogenstrengWW. Ii2^'' {cbogan-). 
Meaning, bow-string. 
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Etymology. The corresponding Germ, forms from 
a Germ, base *'strangi- are: OHG. strung, MHG. stranc, 
strange, NHG. strung, Du. streng, ON. strengr, Dan. strung, 
Swed. strung 'rope, cord'. The subst. is derived from the 
adj. strung 'strong, severe, violent', because of the cords being 
strongly or tightly twisted. Or from an Idg. rt. *stregJiOy 
*strenghO' 'drehen, to turn' (s. Fick, Vgl. Wb. I, 571), cf. 
Lat. stringere. Retained in NE. bow-string, where, according 
to a frequent ME. vowel-change, e has become i before the 
palatal nasal group ng, n§, Cf. 0E.| sengun to NE. smge, 
ME. fringe from OFr. frenge. 

Bolt. 

Form, bolt m. (a). 

References. 

nom. ace. pi. catapultas : ^eru, boltus WW. 372^^; 
^>ib. 5081*. 

nom. sg. jactus : boltio Er. (3) 1178 {boltio = the M.-Lat. 
form for bolt). 

Meaning. Catapulta, a projectile, a bolt or heavy 
short arrow with blunt head to be shot from the cross 
bow or other engine of war. 

Etymology. To OE. bolt, ME.-NE. bolt correspond 
the W.-Germ. forms OHG. boh, poh, ODu. bolt 'a bolt for 
shooting', MDu., Du. bout, ON. bolte 'a bolt in all senses', 
MLG. bolte, bolten = 'bolt, fetter'. A derivation from Lat. 
catupidta through the form "^biilta has been sought, but 
against this is the It. form bohone << M.-Lat. buUionem, 
which was probably borrowed from the Germ. M.-Lat. 
boltio is recorded as early as the 8*^ century. The further 
etym. is unknown as the word is not found outside the 
Germ, languages. 
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Brord. 

Forms, brord, hroord m. (a). 

1. punctus ibrord. 
References. 

nom. sg. punctus : brord WW. 277"; pun(c)tus : ^>j 
WW. 470 1«; item Ep. 782, broord Er. 1685, brond Corp. 
1685. 

2. herba : brord. 

herbae: ne coin p«r naenig gromies up, ne wmstmas, ne 
fur dan brordas od sumres tid Bd. lib. 4 C. 28. 

Wdbrord =^ 2i. proper name Bd. 5io, p. 414. 

Meaning. 1. Cuspis, punctus : a prick, a point, a 
lance, a javelin. 

2. Herba, the first blades or spires of grass or corn. 

Etymology. Cognate forms to OE. brord are: OHG. 
brort, prort 'rim, the fore-part of a ship', ON. broddr 'arrow, 
also fore-part of anything', from a Germ, form *brojsds 
to Idg. *bhro^-dJu)' 'Spitze' (Fick, Vgl. Wb. I, 94), cf. 01. 
bhrstls f. 'Zacke, Spitze, Ecke\ all from an Idg. root ^bhers- 
^hervorstehen, emporragen, borstig sein'. Here belong also 
in all probability OC. Slav, brazda, Russ. borosdd 'Furche' 
(s. Uhlenbeck, Ai. Wb. 205). Cf. also OE. brerd : labrum 
WW. 434 1» in Ablaut to brord. 

Cocer. 

Forms, cocer, cocor, cocur m. (a). 

Cocer is the normal form, cocur and cocor being pro- 
bably influenced by the M.-Lat. form, cucurum, 

1. pharetra, quiver. 

References. 

sg. nom. faretra : cocer Aelfc. Gl. 318*; id.: coker 
WW. 1422*. 
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sg. dat. faretra : cocere Cant. Ps. 10^; faretra : cocerc 
VPs. 103; <x;ib. Ps. Spl. lO^. 

sg. ace. nim pin gesceot^ pinne cocur and pinne hogan 
Pre. Gen. XX VIP. 

2. Framea or sword. 

frameam : cocor Ps. Spl. 34 3; framea : cocore Ps. 
Spl. 21 1^ 

Meaning. 1. Pharetra, a case for arrows, a quiver. 

2. In two places perhaps a sword. 

Etymology. This word appears only in N. and W.- 
Germ., being unrecorded in Goth. The cognates in the 
Germ, dialects to OE. cocer are: O.-Sax. cocdre^ OHG. 
chohhar, kochar ^a case, a quiver', MHG. hocher, kochaere 
'a quiver', MLG. koker, kaker^ Frs. koker, Du. koker, NLG. 
koker^ ON. kegurr, Swed. koger (n), while Dan. kogger is 
probably borrowed from the W.Germ. branch. In Icel. 
kagiirr is lost except in the compound kegur-sveinn 'quiver- 
boy' of the Hbl. 13®, where Harbard is called kegur- 
sveinn by Thor, with the usual translation Xumpenkerr. 
Bergmann, however, has given as his ti'anslation not 
'Lumpenkerr, but 'boy who carries the hunter's quiver' 
with reference to the thunder bolts of Thor, thereby 
connecting it with OHG. chohhar s. Vig. (Wb. Add. 776). 
For the forms in the Romance languages s. Diez (Etym. 
Wb. 554) where the M.-Lat. form cucurum of the Capi- 
tulare de VilUs is given as borrowed from OHG. (cf. 
MGr. xooxoopov), from whence is also derived OFr. couire, M. 
and NFr. cuevre, cuivre. Kluge takes exception to the Lat. 
borrowing from the &erm. (s. Pauls Grund. 337), and con- 
siders the OHG. form as a very early borrowing from such 
a form as *c?/cerwm<< M.-Lat. ctji4iufum. According to his view 
borrowing from the OHG. must have given a M.-Lat. "^cocurum. 
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The word is retained in NHG. Kocher 'Behalter' — in 
Westphalia the words Inkstkuehr ^Tintenk5cher', NSMkuekr 
'Nadelk5cher', being still in provincial use. In NE. on 
the other hand quiver from Fr. cuivre has taken the place 
of the OE. cocer^ though in ME. the two forms coker and 
quiver existed side by side, koker and coker being found in 
both La5m. and Piers Plow., in the latter with the mean- 
ing 'stockings'. 

The Idg. root of the word is not clear, nor have related 
words in other than the Germ, branch of languages been 
discovered. 

Earh. 

Form, earh f. (w5). 

References. 

sg. nom. fugax : flugol odife earh Aelfc. Or. 69*. 

sg. ace. Imtad gares ord, earh attre gemtd in gedufan 
in f&ges ferd An. 1331. 

Compounds, with earh as first member of com- 
pound. 

earh'faru f. 1. sagittarura volatus : flight of arrows. 

ace. ponne ic terest him furh eargfare in onsende in 
breostsefan hitre geponcas Jul. 404; habha& scearp speru, 
atole earhfare Sal. 129. 

pi. dat. wi& sceffendra eglum earhfarum Cri. 762. 

2. exercitus sagittariorum. (ON. heror or orvahod 
'Heerpfeir oder Tfeilgebot'.) 

ace. pa se casere heht ongean gramum gu&gdtecan 
under earhfxre ofstum myclum bannan to beadwe El. 44. 

instr. pe Ixs him scyldhatan scyddan comon^ mid earh- 
fare ealdgeni&lan An. 1048. 

pi. nom. p«r w«s heard handgeswing and herga gring, 
syddan heo earhftere terest metton El. 116. 
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Arwe. 

Forms, anve, arewe f. (on). 

References. 

sg. dat. framea : arwan OE. Gl. 37 ^. 

nom. ace. pi. catapultas : arewan, gavelucas OE. Gl. 1^^^^ ; 
sagittas : strelas and arwen Cant. Ps. 77^; sagittae : fv; Cant. 
Ps. 56*, 76^®; Swa fxt on fxre rode fe stod bufon pam> 
weofode sticodon on masnige arewan Chron. A. D. 1083 
(Earle and Plummer, p. 215). 

instr. and scotedon adunweard mid arewan Chron. 
A. D. 1083 (p. 215). 

Flurnamen. Se here gewende pa xfter pam fram 
Lundene mid heora scipum into Artvan Chron. 1016 (ed. 
Earle, Plummer, p. 150^*). The name of a river in several 
counties called so either from its swiftness or straightness. 

Meaning. A slender pointed missile shot from a 
bow, usually feathered and barbed, Lat. sagitta. 

Etymology. In OE. existed two cognate forms earh 
and arwe < *arhtv6n w. f., akin to ON. or, pi. orvar <C *arhiva 
st. f., Goth, arhwajsna f. from arhw- (cf. hlaiwasna 'grave' 
from hlaiw) probably 'the thing belonging to the bow', 
Lat. arcus 'bow'. 

Earh is the older form and Noreen (Urg. L. 180) 
regards *earwe (not recorded) as a newly formed Nom. to the 
Casus obliqui earwes^ earwe etc. after the manner of certain 
s-stems (cf. dogor^ salor). Compare also Sievers (PBB. IX *^^) 
where he treats horh, horg gen. horwes^ hores (a similar 
case to earh) simply as an example of Gramm. Wechsel 
in the declension. Kluge (in Pauls Grund. I, 786) also 
agrees that arwe is a newly constructed form taken from 
the declension, but does not consider it a purely Eng. devel- 
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opment, but due rather to the influence of ON. ormr 
nom. pi. to or (cf. Sweet. HES. 281). Kluge-Lutz regard 
it as due to Norse influence, and Koeppel (Archiv 104*® S.) 
grants the probability of this as very strong, though by no 
means cei'tain, owing to want of references for *earwe, 
and the very late appearance of the word in OE. The 
later development in ME. is from the wk. form artve, 
arewe, NE. arrow. In OE. the ordinary terms were str«l 
and fla, flan of which the former disappeared after 1200, 
the latter occurred, however, in Scotch after 1500, but the 
ordinary prose word after 1000 was arwe, arewe. 

The Idg. ground form is drq- 'GeschoC (s. Pick, Vgl. 
Wb. I, 355) from which Lat. arcus *bow', belonging possibly 
to the rt. *arh 't5nen, jubeln, singen' (Fick I, 170) with 
reference to the singing sound of the bow string, and the 
sound of the arrow in flight. 

Fla, Flan. 

Forms. 1. fla, flaa gen. /ten f. (on). 

2. fl^n^ flaan gen. flanes, flane m. or f. (a, D). 

References. 

sg. nom. 1. sagitta vel telum : fla Aelfc. Gl. 318* =WW: 
33239; ^lu^j^ sagitta : /?a WW. 142«*; telum uel obeliscus 
fl^a WW. 143**; sagitta vel spiculum : ^re/y^crad rw WW. 
143 *^ ; scorpius : getettrad ck) WW. 143 *^ ; jaculum vel funda : 
mdnyt, vel fla WW. 118 ^ 

2. catapulta : flaan Corp. 353. 

gen. sg. 2. m. j^rh flanes flyht By. 71; f. obolisci: 
Pxs stanes, brynes, fl^ne OE. Gl. 1 **** ; obeUsci : hrenes^ flane, 
pses stanes Hpt. Gl. 489 *^ obolisci : fl^im OE. Gl. 2"»; 

462. 791^ 
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sg. dat. 1. f«r wear& Alexander furhscoten mid anre 
flan Or. 13423. 

2. jaculo (sagitta) : fla(ne), vel gafeluce, vel m(d)bere Hpt. 
Gl. 432*; andfxr weard ofscoten mid anre flane Or. 1,2 3044; 
sceft nytte heold, feder-gearwum fus flane fuU-eode B. 3119; 
a sagitta volante : fram flane fleogendre Spelm. Ps. 90,6 
(nach BT.). 

1. or 2. jaculo i. sagitta : fla , ., gafe . ., tviuere (read 
flan or flane) OE. GL l^i^^. i^^ Qg . ^^-^ anre fla ofsceoten 
Chron. A. D. 1100 (p. 235). 

sg. ace. 1. an scytta ascet ana flan stoylce on ungems 
Horn. Skt. I, 18 "^ 

2. eflfunde frameam : ageot ut flane Bl. Gl. 34 ^ 
instr. 2. (he) hyne of horn-bogan flane geswencte B. 2438. 
pi. nom. ace. 1. ne forhtast fu de on dasge flan on lyfte 

Ps. 90^; he gede& his flan fyrena Ps. Th. 7^^; and heora 
flan him on afxstnodon foran and hindan Horn. Skt. I, 5*^^; 
hi eaNe fif fuhton mid Judan sceotiende heora flan Horn. Skt. 
n, 25 *®^ ; ^a deoflu feohtende scuton heora fyrgenan flan on- 
gean pa sawle Rel. Antiq. I, 277*^; ac he fysde fortf flan 
genehe By. 269. 

2. m. tessa (for telsi) iflanas WW. 533^*; pila :^awa5 
WW. 533 «^ f. sagittas : ^ana Cant. Ps. 7**; ic afxstnie 
mine flana on him Prs. Deut. XXX ^*; flana Ps. Th. 37*, 
44'; sagittas : flane Cant. Ps. 10^; ex; ib. Cant. Ps. 17^; 
jaculai^awa Bl. Gl. 54*^; ic him oderne eft toiUe sxndan 
fleogende flanne forane to-geanes Zauberseg. II, 11; sagittae : 
flam Cant. Ps. 378; ^ jb^ 446 

pi. gen. 1. or 2. flana scuras El. 117; hie leton ford 
fleogan flana scuras Jud. 221; xled Ixtad on dxs feondes 
feax flana stregdan Uterne brogan Sal. 130. 

pi. dat. 2. spieulis : /?awwm Ep. Er. 937, Corp. 1894; 
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tvxs Eomana fela mid flanum ofscotod Or. 206 u; ptet hie 
mon mid flanum ofercome Or. 174 6; mid flanum ofscotod 
Prs. Exod. XIX i»; nu Ps. Th. 10»; and (het) hentan his 
mid flanum Horn. Skt. I, 5***; pone pe ic gefy^-n het mid 
flanum aeweUan Hoinl. Skt. I, 5**^. 

Meaning, sagitta : an arrow. 

Compounds. 1, flan as first member of the com- 
pound. 

flan-hoga m. see hoga (p. 199). 

flan-geweorc n. apparatus jaeulatorius : arrows. 

sg. ace. ponne gargetrum ofer scildhreadan sceotend 
senda^, flavor flangeweorc Cri. 676. 

pi. gen. ic lafe geseah minum hlaforde, pasr haled drun- 
eofi^ para flanfyeweorca] on flet heran Ridls. 57 ^-. 

fldn-hred adj. arrow-equipped (?). 

sg. nom. ponm flanhred dseg nydgrapum wiww?d^Reim. 72, 

flan-pracu f. sagittarum impetus : attack or force of 
arrows. 

sg. nom. ptes pe him ingesonc hat heortan neah hUde- 
scurum flacor flanpracu God. 1117. 

dat. (ace.) wid flanprmce Jul. 384. 

2. /to, flan as second member of compound. 

gud-fla f. ("flan m. f.) sagitta bellica : war-arrow. 

pi. gen. gu&flana gegrind Gen. 2063. 

Etymology. The st. m. a-stem and f. astern fUm 
only is descended from the old Germ, period. The cognates 
in N. and W.-Germ. are: OHG. flein, ON. fleinn. In 
MHG. and NHG. it has been replaced by the Lat. loan- 
word pd Tfeir, it being retained only in the proper name 
Fleiner. 

The wk. form fla is a. later development from the st. 
m. flan, in the same manner as in late OE. (Aelfric) a 
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wk. f. ta was formed from the st. m. tan 'branch' (s. Sie- 
vers, A.-S. Gramin. § 278, Anm. 2). Fla moreover appears 
principally in the glossaries. 

An attempt to connect flan with Lit. plienas 'StahF 
has been made, but the further etymology of the word is 
not clear. 

FMder. 

Forms, fddder^ fSddur n. (a). 

References, coriti : hoge-f odder WW. 143 *® ; theca : 
fodder ib. 143 ^\ 

falcastrum, i. ferramentum curuum, a similitudine 
falcis \XQCsX\xai \ wuduhil uel foddur WW. 235 ^ 

Cf bibliotheca i. librorum repositio : boc-hord uel fodder 
WW, 19418. 

Meaning. It is necessary here in the case of fodder 
to distinguish between two etymologically separate words, 
which have fallen together in OHG. and OE. owing to 
identity of form. The first meaning is that of 'fodder, 
feed'; the second that of 'feeding case, holder, quiver' to 
Groth. fodr n. 'Scheide, case'. 

Etymology. The word as it here stands is a new 
nom., formed from the casus obliqui forms, to the old, 
nom. fador 'food for cattle', related to OE. foda wm. 'food'. 
This shows gemm. before the liquid r in the gen. dat. 
etc. cf. foddres^ foddre (s. Koeppel in Archiv 104^^) after 
which is modelled the new nom. foddor or foddor with 
shortened vowel. The ME. double o in foodyr points to 
a retention of the long vowel in nom., but the shortened 
forms such as fodre^ fdddre finally superseded all other 
forms. Cognate forms are OHG. fuotar 'fodder for cattle, 
pabulum', MHG. vuoter, Du. voeder, ON. fodfr from a Germ. 

Keller, The Axiglo-Sazon Weapon Names. 14 
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*fodr6m. Related also to Goth, fodjan^ which is probably 
derived from the Idg. ri. pat- (s. Fick, Vgl. Wb. 1, 471) *to 
nourish', an extension of the rt. pa- in Lat. pasco Veide, 
futtere', pants 'bead', pcAtdum 'fodder'. NE. fodder 'food 
for cattle'. 

Fodder meaning 'case, holder' stands in direct relation- 
ship to Goth, fodr n. 'case', OHG. fuotar 'dress-lining'. 
Uhlenbeck (Goth. Wb. 47) distinguishes between this fuotar 
and fuotar meaning 'nourishment, food' (cf. also Murray, 
NED. fodder). 

This fodr is derived from Idg. patrom n. ^Beh&lter, 
Gefefi' to pdti 'schutzt'. All from a rt.^- 'hiiten, schutzen' 
(Fick, Vgl. Wb. I, 471) to which is related Gr. icfijwt 
'Deckel', Set. go-pa 'Hirt'. The Germ, form with its double 
meaning has been taken up in the Romance languages 
(s. Kluge, Wb.), cf. Prov., OFr. fuerre 'case' corresponding 
to Goth, fodr, NFr. feurre 'fodder' from which comes 
NFr. fourreau 'case, lining' and Span., Fr. fourrage, NE. 
forrage. 



Hilde-naDdre. 

Form. hUde-nxdre f. (on). 

References. 

nom. pi. daro&sesc flugon^ hUdenmdran El. 141. 

pi. ace. hie &a fromlice leton ford fleogan flana scura^^ 
hilde-nsedran of hornbogaHj straslas stedehearde Jud. 222; on 
past fsege folc flana scuras . . . hettend heorugrimme^ hUde- 
nxdran for& onsendan El. 119. 

Meaning, vipera pugnae : war-adder = a kenning 
for. arrow or light throwing spear. Compare ram and 
wifd. 
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Onga. 

Forms, onga^ anga m. (an). 

References. 1. Sagitta. 

sg. nom. me of hosme fare} xtren onga Ridls. 24^. 

2. a prick, a point. 

nom. aquilius (aculeus) : onga Leyd. 233 = Glogger 
64, 18, p. 91 ; aquilium (aculeus) : anga Ep. Er. 43, <nj : onga 
Corp. 192; aquilium : onga WW. 350 ^ 

dat. aculeo : angan Cant. H. 9 ^^. 

Meaning. A prick, a sting, a point, an arrow point. 

Etymology. The meaning of arrow point is OE. 
only (once recorded), while the form is found in most of 
the Germ, dialects. The cognate forms are: OHG. ango^ 
MHG. ange 'Hiilse, Stachel', ON. angi 'a spine, a prickle'. 
In Lat. it appears as ancus^ unctis 'gekriimmt, widerhakig\ 
Gr. &YX(i>v, ^Yxoc 'Bug', all from an Idg. *onkos 'Haken, 
W5lbung', Ved. aahdSy Zend, oka- 'Haken'. 

Closely related is NE. angle 'fish hook' from OE. angrily 
Lat. angulus, OHG. angul 'Stachel, Fischangel', Du. angel, 
ON. onguU from wh^ch Onguls-ey 'Anglesey' is derived, all 
from a rt. *anh- 'to bend' (Fick, Vgl. Wb. I «). 



8tr»l^ 8tr»le. 

Forms. 1 . str«l, strel, streoHy nom. ace. pi. strxlas, strelas, 
strxley strdey strBlay strielae m. f. (a, o). 

2. strxle f (on). 

{str£le wk. f. is a later form recorded only in the 
nom. sg., the st. f o-siem being the original, from which 
the newly formed st. m.) 

References. 

sg. nom. 1. stragua (stragulum) : strdCorp, 1907; <nj ib. 

14* 
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WW. 48^*; com an strml of heofonum Mart. 106 •^; and pa 
becom fees yldran strml on f«s gingra/n gunoty and ptes 
gingran strad on p«$ yldran breast Mart. 206^^""^*; pa sana 
mid pan pe se strkl an fiyge wks B1. Horn. 199*®; pxt sea 
strml instepe weard eft gecyrred Bl. Horn. 199*^. 

2. swa sea strmle byd strangum and nUhtigum hrarum 
on handa heard ascyrped Ps. 126^. 

sg. dat. sagitta : strele Cant. Ps. 90«; <x? ib. VPs. 90*; 
mid his agenre strasle Mart. 78*®; mid gemttredum strmle 
Bl. Horn. 199*®; mid pxre geaettredan streale Vit. 6u9. 4; 
boga sceal strade Gn. Ex. 164. 

sg. ace. wrohtbora ford onsmded of his brtegd bogan 
biterne str«l Cri. 765; his costunga streale Vit. Goth. 4. 

voc. Ana pu heardeste strml to mghwilcre unrihtnesse 
Bl. Horn. 241^; htvmt &u, deofles strtely icest pineyrm&a An. 
1189. 

instr. ponne bi& on hrepre under helm drepen biteran 
strmle B. 1746. 

nom. ace. pi. m. sagittae : strdas VPs. 56 ^ 63®, 76*®, 
119^ 126*; pa strmlas forcyrdon Mart. 182*; hig sceotan 
hyra strmlas on twa heaJfa to somne Mart. 206**; pa flugan 
pa legetu swylce fyrene strmlas ongean pa hmifnan leode Bl. 
Horn. 203^; telaque : strelas Bd. Gl. 34; octavam : strmlas^ 
WW. 462^ sagittas : 5^r«Zas VPs. 7**, 10®, 77®, 143®, VPs. 
H. 7*', ®®; hie leton ford fleogan flana scuras, strmlas stede- 
hearde Jud. 223; ne pearf him andrmdan deafla strmlas 
amig on eordan mlda cynnes Cri. 779, 

f. sagittas : strelae Cant. Ps. 17**, 77®, 44®, 66^ 64®, 
76*®, 119^ Cant. H. 6®®'*®; sagittae :5^r«te VPs. 37®, 44«; 
sagittas : fv> VPs. 17 *®; id. : strda Cant. Ps. 143®; sagittae : 
strielae Cant. Ps. 126*; pmthi himgebeorgan bogan and strmle 

^ octavam is not glossed by strsel, which = sagitta. 
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Ps. 59*; furh pine strtele Ps. 76**; effremes beam «rest on- 
guwnan of began strtele bitere sendan Ps. 77^*; strde beo& 
scearpe Ps. 119*; stfnd fine strde strange swyUe Ps. 143^; 
(he) l«te& strtele fleogan farende flan Ridls. 4^^; boga scecH 
strtele Gu. (Ex.) 154. 

pi. gen. stragularum : strsda, hwiUa^ wes&inga OE. Gl. 
1*^^ strmla storm B. 3117. 

pi. dat. he het hine mid strtelum ofscotian Mart. 26^; 
hy toteron mid straslum scotode Mart. 180'^ ; mid ftem fyrenum 
straslum Bl. Horn. 203 '®; mip strelum gewundted Ruth. Cross. 
18 (d) (mid strtdum forwundod B. Vercellitext 62); hi hine 
samnuncga scearpum strdum on scotiad Ps. 63*; and we 
hit pa unsofte mid strtelum Ep. Al. 153^*; <n^ ib. Ep. Al. 
1585". 

Compounds, l.^rxl as first member of the com- 
pound. 

strml'bora m. See B. T. 

2. strml as second member of the compound. 

here-strml m. sagitta : battle arrow. 

sg. nom. ptet him on aldre stod here-strtel hearda 
B. 1435. 

wtel'Strml m. .f. sagitta mortifera : deadly arrow. 

pi. instr. atvrecen wtelstrxlum Gud. 1260. 

wmpen-strml m. sagitta. 

nom. pi. synd me manna beam mihtigum to&um wsepen- 
stradas pa me wundedon [arma et sagitta] Ps. 56 5. ' 

Meaning. 

sagitta: an iron arrow head together with the 
shaft. The meaning 'simbeam' which the word has in 
some Germanic dialects is derived from the old idea that 
the sun s rays were the arrows of the sun god. 

Etymology, strml is common to the W.-Germ. 
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languages appearing in OHG. and OSax. as strata a f. 
(j-stem, MHG. stral, strdU 'arrow, flash of lightning' 
from whence it was borrowed in Slavic (see Pauls 
Grundriss I, 360), OSI. strela, NSl. strijeta. Buss, strdd 
'an arrow' (cf. the proper name Strelitjsejf Serv. stri- 
jUa^ Poln. strzala. In Du. it appears as stradl 'arrow\ To 
be connected probably with Goth, straujan^ NHG. streuen^ 
Idg. *8tera' from the Idg. rt. *5^r- 'ausbreiten, streuen', cf. 
Lat. sternere and Skt. stmoti 'streut, bestreut\ OSI. pro- 
stira^ OE. streowian. Compare also the OHG. words donar- 
strata 'Blitzstrahr, and NHG. StrahlkeU (Pfeilstem) 'Be- 
lemnite*. 

Persson (Wz. w. u. Wz. var. p. 9) suggests a possible 
radical relationship between OE. stral f. and 01. srkds m. 
'lance, shot'. The rt. is *5r-^ in 01. sar-, sdrati 'eilt, 
str(Jmt', and the fact is wellknown that Idg. *«r- becomes 
in Germanic, as well as in Slavic, str- (s. Brugmann, 
Grund. I, §§ 578, 584) so that it is^ possible according to 
the laws of sound change. The first explanation, however, 
is held by most authorities to be the correct one, the 
latter being more or less based on relationship in meaning. 

Wlfel, Wlfer, Wiber. 

Forms, wifely tmfer, wiver^ wiber (Sievers, Ags.Gramm., 
§ 191) Gl. 

References. 

sg. dat. spicule : wifele Hpt. Gl. 432 ^® ; iaculo (i. sagitta) : 
fla, safe . . ., muere OE. Gl. !"<»», readmg of Hpt. Gl. 432* 
m(d)bere, 

gen. pi. sagittarum : wifera Hpt. Gl. 405 ^^ 

Meaning. A projectile, an arrow, a dart. 
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Etymology. Leo (OE. Glossar) connects the Aid- 
helm glossary words wifdy mfer with Lat. vibrare, as does 
Pogatscher (Lit. Blatt fdr germ. u. rem. Phil. XXII, 160), 
who derives OFr. guivre f. *arrow' from OE. wifer. With 
this he connects further wibete, vibete ^arrow', which Wace 
8133 mentions as an English word. Pogatscher sets OE. 
wifel, wifer in the same class with i^HG. schweben^ schweifen, 
OE., NE. swift ; they belong to the group without initial 
5-, Uke Lat. vibrare, OE. wafian, OHG. wipf ^rotation, 
quick motion', their original meaning being 'something 
swung, slung'. Of. also NE. swivel from swif- 'a link turn- 
ing on a pin or neck\ 

For the derivation, which regards wifel, wifer as 
borrowed from the Fr. givre (guivre) 'an arrow\ which 
Diez (Etym.Wb. 596) connects with Lat. vipera<Cviviparus 
s. Baist (Var. iiber RoL). 

In ME. wifle appears Pr. P. 526 as bipennis : battle 
axe,, in Robert Manning's Hist, of Eng. (ed. by Furnivall, 
London 1887) occurs the pi. form mfles. 



4. Miscellaneous. 

Ex. 

Forms. «x, ex, axe (mere), acase (Rush.), acas, acasa 
(Lind.) f. (j5). 

References. 

sg. nom. securis, vel secespita : asxWW, 141 *^ <x)478**, 
<x)550"; <x;OE. Gl. 61«; ex Aelfc. Gr. 56^ ow Aelfc. Gl. 
318^^; acas Lind. Matt. 3^® (another reading axe Rush.); 
securis : acasa Lind. Lk. 3^ {acase Rush.); bipennis, securis: 
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twUafte «x uel ttmbile WW. 194'*; oc sio mcs toint of 
dam hidfe Past. 167''». 

8g. gen. ne «xe hlan ne bietles sweg Past. 253". 

sg. dat. on xxe Ps. Spl. 73 ' ; mid anre «xe yre Chron. 
AD. 1012 (p. 142). 

sg. ace. securim : «xe OE. Gl. 56*®; h«r him wcse on 
handa Bd. 4,8, 2466*, heora an sona his exe upbr«d Ski 
Horn, n, 31 ^^\ 

pi. nom. bipennes i. securis biceps : ^ici-&iRe5, mcssa 
OE. Gl. 1 "»i ; id. : «cssa Hpt. Gl. 459 ^ ; id. : a«ca OE. Gl. 2^^ 

pi. dat. mid scearpum texum Horn. Skt. 11, 29**®; 
securibus : exum Cant. Ps. 73^ (Werkzeug); asxum Ps. (Th.) 
73 • ; securibus : ^cesum VPs. 73^. 

Compounds. 

brad-asx f. a broad axe, the war axe. 

dolabrum : bradsex WW. 141 *^ ; dolabella : bradacus Leid. 
Gl. 197 ; dolatura i. lata securis : bradsex WW. 224»*, 390^'. 

ceorf'xx, executioner's axe. 

pi. dat. Pa heafda mid ceorf - texsum of a>corfena Or. 
4, 1, 160i5. 

hand- sex a hand axe. 

dextralis, i. dextre abilis : handmx WW. 221 **. 

Stan-sex. According to WW. the use of this com- 
pound for translating bipennis points either to the use of 
stone axes by the Anglo-Saxons (cf. WW. 141*'), or that 
they believed that the axes of stone found in diflferent 
parts of England, and usually ascribed to the Celtic po- 
pulation of the island, were really the Roman weapons 
designated by that name. 

hipennis : siansex Aelfc. Gl. 318^'; hipenms : twibUle 
uel stanxx WW. 141"; po 334 ^ 

tapor-sex f. a small axe. 
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sg. nom. swa feorr swa mxg an taper -sex heon ge- 
worpen ut of dam sdpe upon fast land Chart. Th. 317 ^, 

sg. ace. and far beo an mann stande on fan sdpe and 
habhe ane taper-sex on his hande Chron. A. D. 1031 (p. 158). 

Cf. Icel. tapar-0x^ borrowed from the OE. 

sexfaru f. apparatus. 

aparatu : xxfaru WW. 6 ** = Corp. 186. 

Meaning. 1. A workman's tool. 2. A weapon of war. 
The latter with widely extended blade remained in use even 
into the Middle Ages — cf. Laym. 2263 wi-eax; Barbour's 
Bruce Xn, 20, where omc braid ax in swerdys bryth is 
mentioned, and the Destruc. of Troy. 1588 Armurers and 
arowsmythes with axes of werre. In the glosses it is im- 
possible to distinguish between 1 and 2, bipennis and 
securis being used indiscriminately for both. For dis- 
cussion of bipennis s. Part. I, p. 58 ff. 

Etymology. The term «x with its allied forms is 
confined to the continent of Europe, notwithstanding 
the fact that the tool or weapon itself dates back to the 
Idg. period. In W.-Germ. the related forms are: OSax. 
a^cus, MDu. akes, Du. aaJcs, OHG. acJcus, MHG. aches, 
NHG. ax or axt with inorganic t, Goth, aqiigi (Vollstufe 
in suffix syllable beside OHG. Schwundstufe, s. Streitberg 
§ 80), in N.Germ.: ON. ex gen. axar, Swed. yxa, — all 
from an Idg. *agesia f. Axt (agsia) (Fick, Vgl. Wb. I, 349). 
Radically related are Lat. asda (ac-scia), Gr. iSivij 'axe'. 
According to Diez (Etym. Wb. 5), Fr. hache is not to be 
connected with ascia, an Ablative form aocada existed, how- 
ever, in OSpan., which has given NSpan. aeada 'spade, 
hoe\ although the forms to be expected aza or axa are 
not extant Cf. also OPort. enxada. 
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Lldere. 

Forms, litere, lydte, litre f. (5n). 

References. 

sg. nom. {xmdAili&ere Aelfc. Gl. 318*; ^^ ib. WW. 
333«, 404"; id.: lythreWW. 142"; ftinda: litre WW. 23»»; 
<x) Corp. 939. 

sg. gen. fundibali : liperan OE. Gl. 1 •**^; fundibulae(?): 
liferan WW. 404" (gen. or pi.). 

sg. dat. swa micelre brasdo swa man mmge mid lite- 
ran geworpan Bd. 4, is, 30425; of blacere lidran Sal. 27. 

Meaning. Funda; the simple hand-sling of woven 
work or leather, frequently with a kind of pocket in the 
middle used for hurling small stones. 

Etymology. Being a weapon only of the ordinary 
soldier, various expressions common to the people have 
been applied to it in the different Germ, languages, aris- 
ing from the motion used to hurl the stones, or from the 
material of which the lidere or sling is made. For example 
in OHG. slinga indicates the motion, while the OE. lipere 
is so called from the material. In ME. lipere still occurs, 
cf. Rob. 394, pi. dat. liiferen where it is equiv. to slings, 
but gradually the OE. word gave way to the W.-Germ. 
slinga, NE. ding. 

The wk. subst. f. is formed from OE. lefer ^leather' (cp. 
adj. li&eren) to which correspond Du. Leder^ ON. letr, Dan. 
Ixder, Swed. Idder, NHG. Leder, NE. leather from a Germ, 
base U&ror 'tanned skin of an animal'. Boot unknown. 



Stffiflidere. 

Forms, stxfli&ere, stxfliife, stsefli&era (?), stmhlidrae^ 
stehlidrae f. (on). 
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References. 

sg. nom. ballista : stagfli&e (Ms. R. reads stsefli&eran) 
OE. Gl. !»**«; stsefmere Hpt. Gl. 423«» = OE. Gl. 1"»; 
ballista : stmflidera (?) Hpt. Gl. 487^^; id. : staeUidrae Ep. 
136; steblidrae TSiT, 136; staefli&re Corp. 263; fundibalum : 
c^ WW. 338«; idem Aelfc. Gl. 318' = WW. 142»^ (f)undi- 
balum : steflifere WW. 550*. 

sg. dat. fundibulo : stmflideran Hpt. Gl. 527"; <x) ib. 
OE. Gl. 15«««. 

Meaning. A weapon for casting stones; a kind of 
leather sling fastened to a staff in order to increase the 
force in hurling. Cf. Part. I, p. 62. 

Etymology. A compound o{ st«f and U&erej s. stasf- 
sweord. In ME. it is found together with sitef-sUnge, cf. 
fustibulum : a stafslynge WW. 585 ^®. 

Bam. 

For ram consult Jordan "Die altenglischen Sftugetier- 
namen", p. 153. The Lat. term aries is used with refe- 
rence both to the war-machine and the animal. Cf. derscad 
done weaU mid ramum Past. 161^, where the meaning is 
clear, but in most cases the word occurs in Glossaries 
where it is impossible to distinguish between the two. In 
Aelfc. Gl. 319 '^ it follows an enimieration of weapons, and 
in OE. Gl. 1 *^* is in a list with ballista, so that probably 
the war-machine is meant. In Aelfc. Gr. 12* occurs the 
following ^aries : hy& ram hetwux sceapum and ram to weal' 
geweorce\ which can scarcely be regarded as ballista, and 
may refer to some sort of a machine used in building. 

*Scot. 

Form. *sdot, pi. dat. sdotum n. (a). 

Very rarely found with the meaning 'jaculum : a 
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missile used for throwing, a shot'. More frequently used 
to denote 'rapid movement, a rush, a dart\ and 'contri- 
bution, tax, tribute'. For references for the latter consult 
B. T., and cf. NE. scot- free 'exempt from tax', then 'exempt 
from anything'. 

Reference. 

pi. dat. mid scotum, ge mid stana torfungum (Cotton 
MS. gesceotum) Or. 3, 9, 134, 15. 

Compounds. 

gesdeot s. gesdeot. 

sdot'Spere s. spere. 
Derived. 

sdotung f. (O) a shot, a missile. 

pi. nom. ace. jacula : scotunge VPs. 54''; ipsi sunt 
jacula : hi synt scotunge o&&e fUma Ps. Lamb. 54'' (quoted 
from B. T.); jacula tua:^'ne Scotunge Ps. Surt. 11, p. 190" 
(id.); <x) ib. VHy. 6'». 

pi. dat. od fast he eaM wms hestet mid heora scotungum^ 
swilces igles hyrsta Hom. Skt. 11^ 32^^^; J^ umnda ^ fa 
waslhreowan hmfena/n mid gdonCum scotungum Hom. Skt. 
II, 32^®'; u)i& &am scotungum &ara werigra gasta he hine 
mid gastlicum wtepnum gescylde Vit. Gud. 3 (quoted 
from B.T.). 

Two Nomina Agentis formed on the same stem are: 

s6ota, gesdota m. (an), a warrior. 

sg. nom. commanipularius : gescota^ vel conscius, 
socius, collega Corp. 551 ; commanipularius, coliega, miles : 
incempa, vel gescota WW. 207 ^ 

sdoiere m. (ja). jaculator : shooter, archer. 

pi. dat. no he fasre feoh-gyfte for scoterum [scotenum 
MS.] scamigan dorfte B. 1026. 
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8<yte. 

Form, sdyte m. (i). 

References. 

sg. ace. sumum toyrp o&&e scyte Wy. 69 ; ne sagittarum 
jactus impedirentur : p«t hie hmfdon fy strengran scyte 
(strength in shooting) Or. 131, lo, 46, is. 

pi. dat. ictibus i. percussionibus : scytum OE. Gl. 1 '®'®; 
~ib. 2^". 

nom. ace. pi. jacula : scytas Lehdm. I, LXIX^. 

Meaning. The same as gesdeot 

Compounds. 

fxr-86yte m. jactus improvisus vel fatalis. 

sg. dat. forfon we fa^te sctdon wid }am farscyte symie 
wmiice wearde hecddan Gn. 766. 

sdyte-finger m. shooting or index finger. 

sg. nom. index vel salutaris : scytefinger WW. 158'*; 
index : becnend, scytefmger WW. 423*^. 

Cf. also the OE. Laws: 

Gif man scyte -finger of aslasM, Villi sciU.* gebete 
Aedelberht's Law 54, 2, Ges. Lieberm. p. 6 [54] ; also in 
King Alfred's Law 57 rw gif se scyte finger hiif of aslegen, 
sio hot bi& XV sdlX.; hisn«gles hid IllsdU. Ges. Lieberm. 
p. 82 [57]. 

Nomen Agentis. 

sdytta m. (jan) archer, shooter. 

sg. nom. arcister : stradborUy scytta WW. 350 *®. 

nom. ace. pi. fa gegaderade Begulm edlle fa scyttan 
Or. 4, 6, 174, s; and on pam ufan stodon gewtepnode scyttan 
Ep. Al. 142 »^ 

pi. gen. twelf pusenda scyttena synde him mtforan 
Hom. Ass. IX «^^ 
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6es6ot. 



Forms, ^esdot, ^esdeot n. (a). 

For gesdeot s. Biilbriiig, AE. Lautlehre §511, being a 
parallel case to 86§<Mon for s6ddon so frequently found in 
Alfred, and always in AelMc. Also Sieyers 76 ^. 

References. 

sg. nom. pila : gesceot WW. 143**; cancella : <x),gradu8 
Ugneus WW. 198"; categia i. telum : (x; WW. 140»«; 
claua, vel cateia, uel teutona : anes cynnes <x) WW. 143*®. 

sg. gen. gif hit ware ylfa gescot MC. 38; pis de to bote 
ylfa gescotes MC. 42. 

sg. ace. nim fin gesceot Gen. XXVII'. 
• sg. instr, fonne pu of heofenum dom hider on eorfan - 
mid gescote sendest Ps. 75*. 

pi. dat. jactibus . . . uacuis: mid idelum gescotum Ofi. 
Gl. 49'; pmr forwearp micel Alexandres heres for gextredum 
gescotum Or. 134, S4. 

Meaning. 1. jaculum : a missile used for throwing 
(usually a small stone), sometimes perhaps a small javelin. 

2. Clava, a war club {?). 

Compound. 

gesdot'feoht f. pugna : battle, war. 

sg. dat. eft gewurdon on gescot • feohta scearpe garas 
Ps. 54**; ast gescot-feohta Ps. 75*. 

Etymology. Both *sdot and gesdot are neuters formed 
on the pp. stem sdoten, gesdoten of the verb sdeotan *to shoot'. 
Sdyte on the pret. pi. stem sduton with i Umlaut. 

The related words in other Germ, dialects are : OHG. 
SCO0, gescojs, MHG. schoz, geschoe *a missile', OSax. gescot 
'a throwing spear (?)', MLG. geschot^ Du. gescot = pijlen, 
Ndrhein. geschoyszy ^h&m.geschoz^ geschuz 'sagitta, jaculum: 
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arrow, missile', NHG. SchoU, GeschoB 'a bolt, a missile', 
then 'a weapon of any sort to be shot', ON. shotr^ OFries. 
gescot, ODu. schut ^an arrow, a dart', Du. schot *a shot', 
ME. schot, shot, NE. shot, all from a Germ, base ^sJcut- to 
"^skeutan 'shoot'. 

Cf. further Kluge, Etym. Wb., p. 352. 

86ytel. 

Forms. s6ytd, sdutel, s&iutil m. (a). 

For iu instead of y cf. Btilbring, § 511 and § 302. 

References. 1. a dart, missUe, arrow. 

jaculum : sdutil Er. (») 1177 ; sagitta : sciutU Er. (») 1 179 ; 
sagittis parvulorum : scytelum cUda Ps. 63 ^. 

2. the tongue of a balance. 

momentum : scytel Ep. Er. 632, <x) : scytd Corp. 1325; 
id.: scuta WW. 477 ^ 

Compound. 

sdytelfinger m. Index-finger. 

index uel salxitsina : scytdfinger WW. 306**. 

Etymology. 

A masc. nom. instr. formed on the pret. pi. stem scut. 
Germ. *sJctd'- of the vb. sdeotan 'to shoot' with the suflBx 
-tfo (s. Kluge, Stammbild., § 90). For the farther Etym. 
cf. gesdot. 

A related word is OE. sdytels, s&yttd, sdytd, 'bar of a 
door': NE. shutUe 'a weaver's instrument for shooting the 
thread of the woof between the threads of the warp in 
weaving'. 
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III. Weapons of Defence. 

I. The Shield. 
Bord. 

Form, hard n (a). 

References. 1. clypeus : shield. 

sg. nom. fxr bord stunad Cra. 40; lig-y^m farborn 
bord wid rond[e] B. 2673 ; sceclde cdod bord cenum on handa 
ban-helm berstan Fin. 31; bord ord onfeng By. 110; scyld 
(scecd) gebunden, leoht linden bord Gn. (Ex.) 95. 

sg. gen. basrst bordes Imrig By. 284. 

sg. ace. bord up ahof Exod. 253 ; for&on ic meon hcrfu 
bord ond byman B. 2524; ^a htvile fe he mid handum 
hecddan mihte bord and brad swurd; Byrhtnod . . . bord 
hafenode; het fa bord beran; wmpen up ahofy bord to gebeorge; 
hunlon he on bord sceat; Byrhtwold . . . bord hafenode By. 
15, 42, 62, t31, 270, 309; ac he bord ongean hefe& hygesnottor 
Jul. 385; gecoste berad bord ond ord El. 1186. 

pi. gen. ofer borda gebrtec B. 2259; fa weard borda 
gebraec By. 295; p«r wees borda gebrtec El. 114. 

pi. ace. bera& linde for&, bord for brebstum Jud. 192; 
rum w«8 to nimanne londbt^endum on dam la9estan . . . heolfrig 
herereaf . . . bord ond brad suyrd Jud. 318; (hie) dufon 
ceUod bord By. 283. 

pi. dat. stopon hea&orincas . , , to beadowe bordum 
be&eahte Jud. 213; he mid bordum het wyrcan fone wihagan 
By. 101; cene under cumblum cor&re mycle to ifam orlege 
ordum ond bordum An. 1205; wordum ond bordum hofon 
herecombol El. 24; bordum ond ordum El. 235. 

2. tabula : board. 

sg. gen. ic on wude stonde bordes on ende Bidls. 88^^ 
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sg. dat. habhan him gomen on horde Gn. (Ex.) 183. 

pi. dat. hwilum ic bordum sceal heard heafodleas be- 
hlyped licgcm Bidls. 15^. 

3. tabulatum, latera navis. 

sg. nom. bord oft onfeng ofer earhgeblond yda swen- 
gas El. 238. 

sg. dat. drugad his ar on horde Gn. (Ex.) 188. 

sg. ace. Ised . . . under earce bord eaforan pine Gen. 
1383, 1357. 

pi. dat. pa heutan beo& earce bordum Gen. 1354. 

For further references to 2 and 3 s. B. T., and Grein, 
Sprachsch. I, 133. 

Compounds. 1. with bord as second member of the 
compound. 

gu&-bord n. clipeus bellicus : war-board, shield. 

sg. nom. gearo sceoH gu&'hord Gn. (Ex.) 203. 

sg. gen. gudhordes sweng Gen. 2693. 

hilde-bord n. s. gu&-hord. 

pi. ace. lteta& hUdebord her onbidian B. 397. 

pi. instr. him &a gegiredan Geata leode ad on eor&an 
tm-wadicney helm[um] hehongen, hilde-bordum B. 3139. 

hlBO'hord n. a protecting board, a book-cover. 

pi. instr. mec sippan wrah hxUd Meo-bordum Ridls. 27 ^*. 

nsegled'hord adj. s. Grein, Sprachsch. II, p. 275. 

Cf. Ntegling m. the name of Beowulf's sword B. 2680. 

wag-bord n. navis s. Gen. 1340. 

wig 'bord n. battle-shield. 

sg. ace. heht him pa gewyrcean tvigendra hleo eall 
irenne . . . wig-hord wradlic B. 2339. 

pi. nom. wigbord scinon Ex. 466. 

y&'bord n. navis s. An. 298 and Crft. 57. 

prfd'bord n. scutum validum : shield. 

Keller, The Anglo-Saxon Weapon Names. 16 
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ace. com pa toigena hleo pegna preate pry^bord stenan 
El. 151. 

2. with bord as first member of the compound. 

hord-gelac n. clipeorum impugnatio : weapon. 

sg. nom. py Ises se attres ord in gebuge hiter bordgelac 
under bahlocan Cri. 769. 

bord-h«bbende m. scutifer : warrior. 

sg. nom. pmt eorl-weorod . . . mod-giamor smt, bord- 
hssbbende B. 2895. 

bord'haga m. clipeorum sepimentum : testudo, 
phalanx. 

dat. under bardhagan El. 652. 

bord'hreoSfa, (-hre&a) m. clipeus, testudo : shield 
ornamentation (Zupitza), a shield -covering either of ani- 
mal's hide or of bast (Heyne, Holder). 

bord and hr€oda from the st. v. hreodan 'to cover, to 
clothe'. Cf. goldrhroden *gold-adomed' B. 614, 640 etc. 

dat. him hildemeceas under bord-hreodan to bonan 
wurdon B. 2203; heapum prungon . . ., under bordhreodan An 
128; pa pe for geogu&e gyt ne mihton under bordhreodan 
breosinet wera wid flane feond folmum werigean Exod. 236; 
htefdon him to segne . . . ofer bordhreodan beacen arasred 
Exod. 320. 

pi. nom. blicon bordhreodan Exod. 159. 

pi. ace. brtecon bordhredan El. 122. 

Cf. further sdild-hreoda. 

bord-rand m. s. rand. 

bord'Weall m, 1. scutorum agger, testudo, clipeus. 

sg. ace. he br«c pone bordweaU By. 277; hi bordweal 
clufon Aedelst. 5; brecan ofer bord-weal B. 2980. 

2. litoris agger. 

ace. pi. bordweaUas grof heard and hipende Ridls. 34 \ 
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bord'tvudu m. clipei lignum, shield. 

ace. pi. setton him to heafdon hUderandas^ bordtvudu 
B. 1243. 

bord'faca^ peaca m. (an), bord-thatch. 

nom. sg. testudo : borohaca vel scddreda^ vel faerucx 
Ep. 997 ; rw : brodthaca vel scddhrefa vel famucas Er. 997 ; 
<x) : bord&eaca Corp. 1999. Covering of a shield. 

Meaning. The original meaning is board, from which 
is derived the meaning of shield, that which is made from 
a wooden board. 

Etymology. Corresponding words to OE. bard in 
other Germ, dialects are : Goth, -baurd in fotubaurd 'foot- 
stool', OSax. bord, OHG. bort, port in Ablaut to brSt, MDu. 
bert (cf. Stokes in K. Z. 35, p. 157), Du. bord, boord with 
meaning of 'shield, board', ON. bor&, Dan. bord, Swed. bord. 
For the NHG. borrowing from the LG. in Steuerbord and 
Backbordy for Olr. bord (OE. loanword), and for Fr. bord. 
from the LG. cf. Skeat., Etym. Die, Kluge, Etym. Wb. 
53,57, Murray NED. under board, and Diez, Etym.Wb., 
p. 59, for the Fr. forms. 



Camp-wndn. 

A poetical expression probably for shield, it may, 
however, refer to a spear as the term 'battle wood' leaves 
it indefinite. The quotation from El. 51 is as follows. 
ponne rand dynede campwudu dynede. Similar expres- 
sions are xsd-holt = 'spear', beadu-Uoma = 'sword', and 
hring-isen = 'coat of mail', also mtegen-wudu = 'spear' 
B. 236. 



16* 
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Lind. 

Form, lind f. (0). 

References. 

sg. nom. pmt him hoU-umdu hdpan nemecMe, lind wHf 
lige B. 2341. 

sg« gen. ofer linde Iterig Exod. 239. 

sg. dat. eodon him pa togenes garum gehyrsted lungre 
under linde Exod. 46 ; stod under linde, moder leohtum scylde 
MC. 9. 

sg. ace. p«t meahte wel xghwylc on fyrd wegan fealwe 
linde Gen. 2044; ne mihte &a forhabban, hond rond gefeng^ 
geolwe linde B. 2610; (he) his linde ahof By. 244. 

pi. (sg. ?) ace. pe him foran ongean linde bteron B. 2365; 
bera& linde f or& Jxxd. 191; (hi) linde heowon Jud. 304; linde 
bmron By. 99; hofon herecyste hwite linde Exod. 301. 

pi. dat. under lindum Exod. 228; ofer lindum Exod. 251. 

pi. instr. stopon hea&orincas . . . to beadowe bordum 
be&eahtey htbecdfum lindum Jud. 214. 

Compounds. 1. lind as second member of the com- 
pound. 

headu-lind f. tilia bellica, scutum : battle-shield of 
linden- wood. 

pi. ace. heowon hea&olinda hamora lafum eaforan Ead- 
weardes Aedelst. 6. 

2. Lind as first member of the compound. 

lind'Croda m. collisus scutorum, pugna : battle, 
shield-press. 

dat. set p«m lindcrodan Gen. 1998. 

lind-gecrod n. turba cUpeata : warlike troop, host. 

sg. dat. com werod unmaste, lyswe larsmeo&as mid 
lindgecrode An. 1220. 

lind-gelac n. pugna scutiferorum : battle. 
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sg- gen. nteron da twegen tohtan same, Undgelaces 
Ap. 76. 

lind-gestealla m. socius scutifer : a shield-comrade, 
sg. nom. wigmdra hleo, lindgesteaUa, lifgende cwom 
B. 1973. 

voc. pi. rincas mine^ lindgesteaUan An. 1344. 

lind'h«lhende m. scutifer: a warrior, 
pi. nom. no her cudlicor cuman ongtmnon lind-htebbende 
B. 245. 

pi. gen. gum-fefa stop Und-hsshhendra B. 1402. 

lind'hwtet adj. scutifer strenuus : shield-brave, 
sg. nom. w«s se Undhwata leodgeborga eorlum arfxst 
[MS. leodhwata Undgehorga] El. 11. 

lind-plega m. s. Und-gdac, 

sg. dat. xtfam lindrplegan B. 1073; to dam lindrpUgan 
B. 2039. 

lind'Werod n. exercitus scutiferorum : warlike troop, 
sg. nom. heap wtes gescyrded, ladra lindwered El. 142. 

lind'Wiga m. bellator scutifer : warrior. 

sg. nom. Weoxstcmes sunn, koflic lind-wiga B. 2603. 

lind-w%gend m. s. lind-wiga, 

pi. nom. sceotend fohton Italia eaUe gegongan lind- 
wigende Boet. 1 ^'; &a fromJice lindtmggende liedan ongun- 
nan fa torhtan m«g(f Jud. 42. 

pi. gen. lindwigendra land gesohte secga preate El. 270; 
flugon, da de lyfdon ladra li/nde (?) Jud. 298 [Grein reads 
here linduoiggendra]. 

Derivative. 

linden adj. of lime wood. 

sg. nom. leoht linden hard 6n. (Ex.) 95. 

Meaning. Clipeus : a shield made of linden wood, 
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which wood waB most frequently employed on account of 
its lightness and impenetrability. 

Etymology. Cognate forms, with the meaning 
'shield' are OHG. linta, MHG. linde, ON. Und. Cf. Swed., 
Dan. Und 'linden wood', NHG., Du. linde, ME. lindj lynd, 
NE. Und, Unden 'the linden tree'. The further etymology 
is not definitely settled. Gf., however, Schrader, Real. 
Lex., p. 503, for relationship with the Slav, branch, 
Uhlenbeck, PBB. 26»«», and Kluge, Etym. Wb., p. 249, 
who conjectures relationship with Lit. lenta 'board', Gr. 
iUxri (from *?pfti) Tichte, WeiBtanne'. 

Band. 

Forms, rand^ rand m. (a), randa m. (an). 

Eeferences. 1. lituSy margo, 

sg. dat. aras Oa hi ronde rof oretta B. 2538. 

2. margo clipei. 

sg. nom. rand scecH on scylde Gn. (G), 37. 
sg. dat. hard m& rondfej B. 2673. 
sg. ace. ponne he gewyrced to tvera hUde . . . scime 
mece olfde scyldes rond Orft. 65. 

3. clipeus. 

sg. nom. rand dynede El. 50; fonne rond ond hand 
on herefdda hdm ealgodon An. 9; fonne ha/nd ond rond on 
beaduwange bUlum foregrunden nearu prowedon An. 412. 

sg. dat. he under rande gecranc B. 1209. 

sg. ace. fad he me ongean slea, rand geheawe B. 682; 
sif&an ic hand ond rond hebban mikte B. 656; hmd rofid 
gefeng B. 2609. 

pi. ace. randas wxgon fori fromlice on foldtoege Gen. 
2049; hi , . , on f one readanste randas bteronTB. 105*; randas 
basron saswicingas ofer seaitne mersc Exod. 332; dadan eaide 
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madmas, reaf ond randas Exod. 586; bercm ofer bdlcan 
beorhte randas B. 231; setton sse-mefe side scyldaSy rondos 
regn-hearde wip fses recedes weed B. 326; j^xt we rondos 
her en eft to earde B. 2653; fast hy hyra randan rihte heoldon 
[for randas ?\ By. 20. 

Compounds. 1. with rand as second member of 
the compoimd. 

hord-rand m. scuti margo, clipeus : shield. 

sg. ace. hiom under heorge bord-rand onswaf wit 0am 
gryre-gieste B. 2559. 

geolo-rand m. clipeus flavus : a shield, so called 
from the yellow colour of the linden wood of which it was 
made. 

sg. ace. p«t ic . . . geolorand to gupe (here) B. 438 ; 
garas ofer geolorand El. 118. 

hilde-rand m. scutum bellicum. 

pi. ace. setton him to heafdon hUde-randas B. 1242. 

sid-rand m. scutum amplum : a wide shield. 

sg. nom. fa wass on heaUe . . . sid-rand ma/nig hafen 
hando ftest B. 1289. 

2. rand as first member of the compound. 

rand'beag s. p. 233. 

rand'burg f. city. 

pi. dat. (he) rondburgum weold Jul. 19. 

Cf. the sTycddborg of Brunhilde on the Hindarf jail in 
the Vglsunga Saga C. XX. 

rand-burg f. wall. 

pi. nom. fmgum stxfnum flod blod gewod. Bandbyrig 
wteron rofene Exod. 463. 

rand'hxbbend m. bellator : warrior. 

pi. gen. fastte ofer namig under swegles begong selra n«re 
rond-hasbbendra^ rices wyrdra B, 861. 
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rand'Wiga m. bellator clipeatus. 

sg. nom. se wtes Hrofgare . . . rice rand-wiga B. 1298. 

sg. ace. Geat unigmetes wd, rofne rcmdungan restan 
hfste B. 1793. 

pi. gen. randv)igena rxst he fan readan ste Exod. 134. 

pi. dat. fast fu randwigum rumor mote on ifisse fdk- 
sceare frtetwa dselan Gen. 2828. 

rand'toigend, wiggend m. id. 

pi. gen. nu ic gumena gehwame Pyssa hurgleoda biddan 
toylle, randtviggendra . . . Jud. 188; cneowmaga, randwig- 
gendra rim Exod. 435. 

Meaning, margo, clipeus : the shield rim, which, with 
the bos8, served to strengthen and hold the shield together, 
so that the whole shield came finally to be named from 
one of its most important parts. 

Etymology. Cognate forms to OE. rand in Germ, 
dialects are: OHG. rant, MHG. rant, ON. rand st. f., Swed. 
rand, but strange to say fails to appear in OSax., and is 
not recorded in Goth. 

In the Romance languages it appears as Germ, loan- 
word Sp., Rg. randa, renda 'lace border on a dress', It. a 
randa 'with difficulty, near', the exact meaning of which 
is 'near to the edge or brim', OFr., Prov. randar 'to 
adorn', NProv. randa 'Streichholz, um den Inhalt eines 
Gef&fies dem Rande gleich zu machen' (Diez, Etym. Wb.), 
from which is derived the verb rander 'dem Rande gleich- 
streichen' from which Fr. randir 'andringen, to press for- 
ward', Prov., Fr. randon 'force', vb. randoner, randonar 
'antreiben, anrennen', with reference perhaps to the force 
of a river full to the brim (s. Skeat, Etym. Die), or to the 
charge of warriors with shields held before them, with 
reference to the OHG. rant, scUtrant. Of. NE. at random^ 
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used as subst., 'done or said at hazard', the older meaning 
of which was *force, impetuosity\ 

The Germ, ground form is *randa- (Idg. *ram-td), which 
according to Kluge is in Ablaut to *rind', NHG. Rinde 
from a root *rem, *ram 'auf h5ren, Ende', the m of which 
has become n before d. Related is NE. rim, and from the 
same ground form OHG. ramft ^infassung, Rand, Rinde'. 

Relationship to Goth, rimis 'rest, quiet', 01. ram- *to 
cease, to rest' has been suggested (s. Kluge, Etym. Wb., 
p. 318). 

In NE. one meaning only, that of 'edge or bank of 
a river' has been retained in dialect; cf a reed-rand on 
our rivers and broads = a reed-grown river bank (Vocab. 
of East Anglia EDS. 20'^). 

Band-beag. 

Forms, randbmg, -heah, bmg, -hBh m. (a). 

For bBh s. Sievers (Ags. Gramm., § 108*, Bulbring, • 
§ 317), and for bxg Bulbring (§ 107, 108, 193). 

References. 

sg. nom. umbo : randbeah WW. 549**; id.: <%j Aelfc. 
Gr. 35 * ; umbo uel bucula * : randbeh VfVf. 142 ^ ; bucula, 
\xmho \ rand-b«g Er. (*) 1156; buculus : randbeag Ep. 153; 
baculus : rowdftac^r Er. 153; buculus : rondbaeg Corp. 335; 
buculus, uel bucalaris : randbeag WW. 195 '* ; buculus : 
randbeah WW. 275**; ferrous umbo \isen randbeag WW. 
237 ^ umbro (for umbo) : randbeah Aelfc. Gl. 318* = WW. 
333*; testudo : 5n«^cZ odde randbeah Aelfc. Gramm. 37*. 



^ Cf. Lat. buccula ^Bftckchen, erhabene Rundnng' from which 
OFr. hode, MHG. huckeh Cf. Kluge, Etym. Wb. u. Buckel Cf. fiuther 
N£. buckle 'boss, ring;; c]a8p^ and buckler 'a shield named from the 
boss on it\ 
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gen. 8g. nmhoma : rcmdbeages OE. 01. 1*^**; reading 
of Hpt. 61. 521^ umbonis : hra/ndbeages ; mnhoxm: rcmdbeages 
WW. 512 1». 

dat. sg. testudine : scUdiruman, randbeaga [MS. B. 
reads randheage] OE. 01. 1 ''^ ; <v; hrandbeaga (marg. scUd- 
trume) Hpt. 01. 495 ». 

ace. sg. testudinem i. aciem : scUdtrumey randbeag 
0E.01. l"i. 

dat. pi. umbonibus : randbeaum [bea(g)uin] OE. 01. 
l'*», Hpt. 01. 424 «; umbonibus : randheagum WW. 489 *^ 

Meaning, bueula, umbo: the boss of the shield, 
usually of iron. 

Etymology. A compoimd formed of rand *rim, 
shield', and beag 'ring', corresponding to OHO. ranlbougj 
'bouc, rantpauc st. m., 'shield-boss'. 

Shield. 

Forms. sdUd, sdyld, sddd m. (a). Originally a w-stem. 

For the various forms s. Btilbring, § 151 and Anm., 
§ 306, and for later lengthening before Id § 285. 

Beferences. 1. scutimi. 

sg. nom. scutum vel cly^eus : scyld Aelfc. 01. 318* 
= WW. 333*; scutum : <%j Aelfc. Or. 31®; scutiun, uel 
clypeus, uel parma : <%j WW. 142 *® ; pelta : lytd scyld WW. 
142 »^ clypeus, testudo : s(jyM WW. 143 »»; pelta :cv> WW. 
468«»; achile [ancile] :<v; WW. 347>«; idem 532»; ancile: 
sintrynddy lytd scyld WW. 143**; scyld wd gebearg life ond 
lice liessan hwUe mserumfeodne B. 2570; scyld scefte oncwyd 
Fin. 7; scyld scecd cempan On. (Ex.) 130; se sdosta scyld 
Bl. Hom. 13^®; fordon fe englas beof a halgum mannum 
on fultume swa swa scyld Bl. Hom. 29^*; scyld (sceal) ge- 
bunden On. {Ex.) 94. 
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sg. gen. j^onne he gewyrcelf to wera hUde hdm . . . 
o&&e scyldes rond Crft. 65. 

sg. dat. scuto : scylde Cant. Ps. 45^®; id. : mid scdde 
VPs. 5^'; idem 90*; rand seed on seylde Gn. (Ex.) 37; 
under leohtum scylde MC. 10. he sceaf fa mid dam scylde 
By. 136. 

sg. ace. scutum : sci?(? Cant. Ps. 34*; idem 75*; <nj 
sceld VPs. 34*; idem 75*; ne lecge scepes fell on scyld Ges. 
Lieberra., p. 158; <%jBd. 6, 9, p. 122; guma noriema ofer 
scyld sceoten Ael9st. 19; fasr he hombogan hearde gehendeS^ 
and sweord and scdd «t gescot feohta Ps. 75'; under his 
mseges scyld B. 2675; fmt ic sidne scyld (here) B. 437; ac he 
bord ongean hefeif hyge snottor^ haiigne scyld Jul. 386. 

nom. ace. pi. peltae, uel parme : fa Itessan scyldas 
WW. 143**; on Sardinium mon geseah twegen sceldas blode 
swxtan Or. 4, s, 188, «5; for fon pe hiera sceldas wasron 
betogen mid elpena hydum Or. 5, 7, 230, 94; dynedan scildas 
Jud. 204; scyldas lixton Exod. 125; ac hy scamiende scyldas 
bseran, guSf-gewxdu, j^ier se gomela Ixg B. 2850; setton sx- 
mefe side scyldas . . . un& p«s recedes weal B. 325; hwanon 
ferigeaif ge fsstte scyldas B. 333 ; scyldas wegon lidmen to 
lande By. 98; &aette Gotan eastan of Sciddia sceldas Imddon 
Boet. 1*; II scyldas Ges. Lieberm., p. 358; and ic an mine 
kinelouerd , . .to scheldes Chart. Th. 573'; ^e scheldes Chart. 
Th. 505*3. 

pi. gen. peltarum i. scutorum : scylda OE. Gl. 1»796. 
id. : scilda Hpt. Gl. 495'; parmarum : scylda WW. 532'; 
hlyn weard on uncum scylda and sceafta Gen. 2062; edUswa 
fela scylda Ges. Lieberm., p. 358. 

pi. dat. mid sperum and scyldum Hom. Skt. 11, 31**®; 
mid scyldum Ep. Al. 151*®'. 
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2. praesidium, tutela. 

sg. nom. pa/m hip dryhtm scyld in sifa gfkwane Ph. 
463 ; scyldigra scyld Sal. 79. 

Voc. «c pu Drihten scyld minre iugope Bl. Horn. 89 ^^ 

3. a part of a bird's feathers. 

sg. nom. is se scyld ufan frmtwum gefeged ofer pass 
fugles b«c Ph. 308. 

Compounds, l.sdidd, s6Hd as first member of the 
compoimd. 

s6ield-hurg f. scutorum testudo : phalanx, 
sg. nom. scyldburh (wearS) tohrocen By. 242. 
sg. ace. (hi) scUdburh scteron Jud. 305. 
sg. dat. sodf«8te men, sunnan gelice, fxgre gefrtetewod 
in heora fmder rice sdna^ in scddbyrig (= m coelo) Sat. 309. 

s6ield'freca m. bellator : warrior, 
sg. nom. ponne scyld-freca ongean gramum gangan 
scolde B. 1033. 

sdield'hrBo&a, -rs&a^ -hreada m. clipeus, testudo: 
shield, shield covering, phalanx. 

sg. nom. testudo : borohaca vel sceldreda vel fseructe 
Ep. 997; id. : hrodthaca vel scddhreda Vel ftenucx Er. 997. 

sg. dat. testudine : scyldre&an WW. 532®. 

ace. ponne gargetrum ofer scildhreadan sceotend sendad 
Cri. 675. 

pi. nom. sdnon scyldhreodan Exod. 113. 

sdield'truma pi. testudo : phalanx. 

sg. dat. tesiudine : of scyltruman OE. Gl. 1*®*^; id. : 
scUdtruman OE. Gl. 1"^«. 

sg. ace. testudinem, i. aciem : scUd-truYne (for -man 
— MS. R. reads scitdtruman], randbeag OE. Gl. V^^. 
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s6ield'Weall m. clipeorum vallum, testudo : phalanx. 

sg. ace. powne strxla storm strengam gehxded scoc ofer 
scUd-weaU B. 3118. 

sdield'Wiga m. bellator : warrior. 

sg. nom. scearp scyld-wiga B. 288. 

sdield-wyrhta m. shield-maker. 

sg. nom. fast nan scyldwyrhta ne lecge nan scepes fell 
on scyld Aedelstan's law 15, Ges. Lieberm., p. 168. 

2. sddd as second member of the compound. 

boC'Sdield m. fagineum scutum : shield of beech-wood. 

sg. gen. and mines bocscyldes Chart. Th. 561**^. 

pleg-sdield m. pelta, parma:a small shield. 

sg. dat. cum tuta (gl. firma, secura) pelta (clypeo, 

« 

parma) : mid truman plegscdde Hpt. Gl. 430'^ = pelta 
i. ^diXmAxplegscylde OE. Gl. V^\ pelta: cv> WW. 464". 

Derived. 

sdieldan vb. ^to shield, protect'. 

sdieldend, ge- m. protector. 

sdieldere m. id. 

ges6ieldnes f. protection. 

sdieldung f. id. 

Meaning, scutum, clipeus : shield. 

Etymology. The OE. name sdidd is of Germ, origin. 
OE. s6Ud, sdyldy s6dd, ME. sMde, scMlde, NE. shield, OHG. 
scat, skUt, MHG. schat, NHG. SchUd, OSax. scUd, NFrs. 
schild, OFrs. sMd, schild, schidd, Du. Schild, ON. sTcjgldr, 
Dan. skiold, Swed. sMld, Goth. skUdus, with the original 
meaning of *board\ are derived from Germ. *skdduz to 
which Lit. sMltes ^abgeschnittene Scheibe', sheliuy skelti 
*cleave\ Gr. axoXXcD scrape, dig [01. kola f. *a small portion'] ; 
probably to the Idg. rt. *skd' 'to cleave, divide', from which 
the transition to shield is 'that which is made from cut 



— 238 — 

wood, from peeled off bast or from hide flayed &om an 
animal' (s. K5gel, Idg. Forsch 4»i»). Cf. Goth- skil^a 'but- 
cher', ON. shUja, shUda ^to separate, divide', OE. scylian 
'to separate' (s. Persson, p. 38, No. 14, p. 62, No. 6). 

Grimm (G. Spr.' 222, 333) on the other hand connects 
Gk)th. shUdus with a form *shidlu$, *shidilu$ formed on the 
lost stem ''*8kid' earlier *siud'^\ The latter is Schwundstufe 
to the rt. *skeu' (s. Persson, p. 45, No. 4) 'bedecken, cover', 
from which Gr. ox5-toc 'skin, hide\ Lat. scatum 'a leather 
covered shield'. 

Schrader (Real. Lex. u. Schild), however, while suggest- 
ing the possibility of the connection of scutum with oxt>-toc, 
derives it rather from a form *sJcoU(hm in Ablaut to *8heit0'^ 
from which latter are derived Ir. sdath^ OSlav. ititu, 
likewise OHG. scU^ and ON. sMS^ 'log, piece of wood\ from 
an Idg. rt. *sqit- (*8qeUo-j *sqoUo-) or *sqid-. Cf. Lat. sdndo 
(*sq(h)id) beside OHG. sceidan (8q(h)it)' with the original 
meaning of 'cleaving', then 'cleft wood', then 'shield'. Cf. 
further Persson (p. 43, No. 10, p. 176, No. 28), who regards 
the roots *sii-d, ^sku-d as derived from *sM' *to cleave' 
(p. 112, No. 22), *sku 'to separate, to hew' (p. 133, No. 26), 
which in turn are derived from *8ek'^ *s(e)ka 'to cleave, 
to cut' (cf. Burg, K. Z. XXIX, 358 ff.). Thus Soakm shows 
a parallel development in meaning to skUdus. 

Targa. 

Form, targa m. (an). 
References. 

sg. nom. ignitus clipeus : ferentarga WW. 84 *^. 
sg. dat. parma i. scuto :tar . . . OE. Gl. 1 '^^^ = Hpt. 
Gl. 424 targa(n). 

nom. ace. pL fxt i8 terest minum hkrfarde . . . twa 
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ta^gm Cod. Th. 516 3«, in a later copy of will (970) read 
tueye targen ib. 518 *. 

gen. pi. peltarum : targena OE. Gl. 1 ^^^K 

Derived: getarged pp. 

nom. pi. scutati : getargede OE. Gl. 1 *^^^ = Hpt. GL 
459 from a vb. targian. 

Meaning. A round shield smaller than the sdyldy 
with the original meanmg of ^rim, rim of shield', which 
finally came to refer to the whole shield in the same way 
as rand, which is a parallel development. 

Etymology. Cognates to OE. targa^, ME. targe^ 
target^ NE. targe (obsolete), target are: OHG. earga, MHG. 
earge f. ^rim, ring, the sides of something enclosing a 
space, a frame', NHG. isarge 'the rim of a sieve', ON. targa 
'shield'. Radically related is further 01. darh-^ dfhyati 
'macht fest, befestigt', Lit. ddrzas. Let. ddras 'garden, 
an enclosed space', 'Gr. 8p4aao(JLat 'fasse an', to the Idg. rt. 
^der-gh 'fassen, festhalten' (s. Brugmann, Grundr. I, p. 463, 
Persson, p. 27, Uhlenbeck, OL Wb., 129). The meaning of 
shield then has developed from 'rim, band', originally 'that 
which held something fast'. 

In the Romance languages the word appears as Germ, 
loanword in It., Span, targa, OFr. targe originally 'a large 
shield'^ Span., Port, darga from OHG. mrga beside Span. 
adarga, adaraga of Arabic origin (cf. Arabic addaragah). 
This word has wandered back again to the Germ., and 
has been taken up in OHG. as tartsche, ODu. tartsche, and 
in ME. tar§e as a Fr. loanword is found in Rob. of Glou- 
cester (361) and Chaucer (C. T. 473). The diminutive suffix 
-et in NE. target 'a small shield, a mark to fire at' is also 



^ For absence of breaking s. Btklbring, § 132 c. 
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of Fr. origin, and the NE. pronunciation of target with g 
is probably due to an OFr. form targuete beside targete, other- 
wise the pronunciation of the g would be as in pageant, 
and most other French loanwords. 

The form targaid recorded in Ir. and Gael., is 
probably a loanword from some such form as ME. 
targat. 

Tud ({). 

tud m. n. tudu f. (?)• 

References, parma (Abl., to Aldhelm Laud. Virg. 
71, »*) : tude OE. Gl. l*«*^ Hpt. Gl. 521 ^ 

pi. gen. scutorum : tudenarda OE. Gl. 1 ^*l tudenarda 
is according to Napier perhaps corrupted from tudena, 
randa in which case tude above might be dat. sg. f. and 
tudena the unrecorded gen. pi. of tud m. n. or tudu f. 

Meaning. With the meaning parma, scutum: 'shield^ 
tud(?) occurs only in the two glosses mentioned above. 
Middendorf, however, gives tud^ st. m., tudde wk. f. with 
the meaning 'HOcker, Wulst', and regards it as related to 
Dan. tot 'Haarbiischel , Zotte', OHG. zotta, zata, eota f., 
isoUo m., MHG. eote, eotte m. f. 'Haarzotte, Flausch' from 
*toddm. Cf. ON. todde m. 'Btischel, Gewicht ftir Wolle' 
from whence NE. tod 'a bush, a measure of wool'. Cf. 
Kluge, Etym. Wb., p. 438, and Skeat, Cone. Etym. Die. 
under tod. 

The relation in meaning is not clear. 



1 Flurn amen, to tudes leghe 6. B. 1033 (A. D. 958) ; an tuddan 
ham G. B. 480 (A. D. 854). 
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del. 

Forms, delyfell pi. pdu n. (a). 

References. 

sg. ace. peltam aurandel i. e. peltam auram del = 
peltam uaram del = peltam. parmam : id Er. C. Q. L. V, 
385 *» verbessert von Schlutter (Jour. Germ. PhU. I, 318); 
and feah man gesette an brad ism feU ofer fxs fyres hrof 
Wulfst. 147 » and \ 

pi. dat. swelce eac heora wxpena noht lytd hyrden wxs 
forpon eal heora wsepenu fsera minra fegna and edUes mines 
weoredes and heriges ic hie mid [gjyldenum felum bewyrcean 
Ep. Al. 145^*® = thin plates of gold, with which the weapons 
were overlaid. 

Compounds. 

fell'fassten n. ship, ark. 

sg. dat. nolde gladu sefre under sdlwed bord sydda/n 
xtywan on fell-fsestenne Gen. 1482. 

bene- pel n. wood of the benches. 

nom. ace. pi. eal bencfelu blade bestymed B. 486; 
rw beredon B. 1239. 

deol'fel tabulatum navis, ship wood. 

sg. dat. eom nu her cumen on ceolpele Bot. 8. 

wxg-fel. tabulatum marinum, navis : ship. 

sg. ace. Imdan weras on wsegpd and heora wif somed 
Gen. 1368. 

sg. dat. ofer sid water secan wolde on wsegfde eft 
Gen. 1446; of wxgfde 1496; hie da gebrohton «t brimes 
nmsse on wxgfde mgan unslawne An. 1711. 

Flurnamen. In the composition (fd bryc^ G. B. 50 
(A. D. 680), be pad brycge G. B. 869 (A. D. 948) is mentioned 
together with stanbryc^ and eordbryc^. Cf. also the proper 
name DelbrUck. 

Keller, The Anglo-Saxon Weapon Names. 16 
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Meaning. 1. A wooden plank, a shield. 

2. A thin plate of metal. 

Etymology. To OE. dd are related : OHG. dUi m., 
MHG. da m., MDu. dde, Du. ded, ON. pile 'board, deal' 
from Germ. *pelae, *pili£f n. 'board'. Allied to ^el are 
further OE. piOe, NE. thtH 'the shaft of a cart', OHG. diOa 
f., MHG. dme, NHG. dide f. 'board, board waU', ON. 
pilja 'rowing-bench', Fin. tdjo 'ship's bench' from Germ. 
*piljon 'that which is made of board'. 

Radically related are OPr. tcdus 'floor covered with 
planks', OSlav. nh n., NSlav. Uo 'floor'. Lit. tUe 'boards at 
the bottom of a boat'. To the Celt, family belong Olr. 
tcdam 'the ground, the earth', Cymr., Com. id 'brow'. Re- 
lated are also Lat. tdiu^ 'the earth', Gr. n]X(a, Skt tcdam 
n. 'surface, plane' ; perhaps to Idg. rt. Hd-^ Ua 'to raise, 
lift, carry' s. Uhlenbeck (Ai. Wb., p. 110 and 114). 

thd remained until the end of the 16*^ century, when 
it was supplanted by Du. ded, (NE. deoZ), which is iden- 
tical with OE. dd,. 



2. The Helm. 
Bucc ({). 

Forms, bucc, bua, huuc m. (1) 
References, buccula : bucc Ep. **^; bua Er. *'*; buuc 
Corp. »38, 

Meaning and Etymology. Sweet explains this word 
recorded only in the above mentioned glosses as 'beaver 
of a helmet', deriving it from Lat. buccula, diminutive 
from bucca 'the cheek', with the meaning of 'beaver or 
cheek piece of helmet' as used by Livy, and places it in 
his Die. without a question mark. 
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For another explanation s. Jour, of Germ. Phil.(I,332f.) 
where Schlatter oflfers the following suggestion: "As the 
Corp. Gloss, plainly reads butiCy and as in the Er. (^) (C. G. L. 
V, 318*) we find patera fiola ud hucula ccUiciSj one might 
be . inclined to think we had to do here with baCy 
'bulky vessel, pitcher'. But we meet C. G. L. IV, 314**, 
with buccula, hucca in a glossary where there is no idea 
of Old English interpretation; again we find IV, 27, 3, 
buccula haccay and IV, 489, 32, bucula uacca dimintdiue = 
V, 272** (Er. *), bactda uacca diminutitme ^ wherewith cp. 
IV, 212*^ buccHa : uacctda. Hence it would appear that 
neither a pitcher nor a beaver, but a cow, is meant. 
Read then buctda : uacca, following the traces of Erfurt.'' 

With reference to the second explanation cf. the gloss 
vacca, vd buccuia : buck R. A. Wright I, p. 97, fi*om a Welsh 
Gloss of the end of the 12*** or the beginning of the 
13«* century from MS. Cott. Vespas. A. XIV, fol. 7 r^ 



Byfee. 

Form, by^e m. (i). 

References. 

nom. sg. conus : hdmes byge WW. 143 **; sinus : byge 
Corp. 1874. 

Meaning. A corner, a bend or curve, apex of a 
helmet. 

Etymology. Formed from the weak grade of bugan 
intr. 'to bend, stoop, swerve' with the suflfix -a>. 



!«♦ 
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Camb. 

Forms. 1. canA m. (a). 

2. cambe f. (On). 

References. 

sg. nom. crista : helmes canib WW. 143^^; id. : camb- 
ihtCy camb on hssUe oMe on hdme WW. 373^^; (pecten : camb 
WW.282*, 336", Corp. 1564, Ep. 825). 

8g. dat. crista : cambe OE. Gl. 1 *^" = Hpt. GL 521 ; 
item OE. Gl. 2"«. 

Cf. further cristas i. comas : combos on fugde, uel hccas 
WW. 215 »*. 

and the ME. Gloss: hec crista, est crinis vel quod 
eminet super galeam et super capita quorundam animalium : 
the cohcome WW. 703". 
cambiht ^= crested. 

crista : cambihte WW. 612 ^^ cf. above WW. 373 1«. 

Meaning. 1. A comb, a crest. The form of the 
Anglo-Saxon leather cap or helmet with ridged edge hay- 
ing a strong resemblance to a cock's comb. 

2. honeycomb. 

Etymology. Related forms in other Germ, dialects 
are: OHG. kan^^ champ ^ MHG. kam, kamp, NHG. Jcammy 
ON. hambr, Dan. kam, Swed. ifeam, kamm 'the ridge of a 
mountain, crest'. Cf. Skt. jdmbhas m., OSlav. £fqbU 'tooth', 
lit. zdmbas 'edge, comer', Lett, eubs 'tooth', Gr. 76(190? to 
Idg. *gomhhos to rt. *gembho 'to tear, to bite'. Retained 
in NE. with the meaning of comb^ cf also cock's comb. 

Cin-berg. 

Form, dinberg f. (o). 

Reference. 

sg. ace. grimhdm gespeon cyning^ cinberge Exod. 175. 
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Meaning. The part of the heknet covering or pro- 
tecting the chin. 

Etymology. A compound of two Anglo-Saxon words 
dinn, Goth. hinnuSy NE. chin, and herg or beorg from the 
infin. stem of the verb beorgan *to protect, conceal'. 

[GraBsta (?)] 

[This word is given by Somner, Lye, and Bos worth- 
Toiler, but without references. I have been unable to 
find it in any of the OE. Glossaries, it occurring first in 
a weapon list of the 15*^ century as hie conus : a crest 
WW. 786^, where crest is undoubtedly identical with Lat. 
crista 'a crest, a cock's comb', but whether it existed in 
OE. is questionable, for ME. creste, crest Chaucer (C. T. 
15314), NE. crest comes from OFr. creste 'a tuft, a comb', 
making the supposition of an OE. crtesta unnecessary.] 

Eofor-eumboL 

The word cumbol (cumbor) belongs under the head of 
war banners and pennants rather than under helm. 
Nevertheless the compound eofor-cumbtd (eofur-cumbol), of 
El. 76 and 259, refers distinctly to a boar emblem used 
on the helmet, which through a figure of speech (part for 
the whole) is transferred to the helmet itself. In OSax. 
Jcumbal has the meaning of a 'heavenly sign or token', 
which is retained in OE., but with the more specific 
meaning later of 'war banner, pennant, war emblem'. A 
similar compound to the above is found in the Norse 
Fomaldor S5gm*, where her-kuml refers to 'a badge worn 
on the helmet'. The compounds with cumbol such as 
cumbtd-gebrec 'battle', cumbol-gehnast (iEdelst. 49), cumbtd- 
toiga 'warrior' Jud. 12, 243, 259, are numerous. 
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Cf. further hroden hUte cunibor 'banner with a staff' 
of B. 1022. 

Omna. 

Form, grima m. (an). 

Reference. 

sg. nom. larbula : egisgrima Ep.-Er. 569, Corp. 1168; 
masca : grima Corp. 1279 ; mascus : <x; Corp. 1280 = marcus : 
(Njof Ep.-Er. 643; musca (masca?) :^%nma Corp. 1351. 

Compounds. 

headu-grima. larva bellica, cassis. 

pi. ace. feonnend swefady porde beado-griman bywan 
sceoldon B. 2257. 

Meaning. 1. Cassis : helmet. 

2. masca : a mask. 

Etymology. Cognates to OE. gnma are: OHG. 
grimo 'mask, helm', ON. gnma 'mask, covering, a kind of 
hood used for a head covering', Dan. grime 'a horse's 
halter'. From the meaning 'mask' has arisen the mistake 
of regarding gnma as a 'helm with a visor', which is, 
however, an impossibility for the OE. period as the visor 
was certainly not introduced, at the earliest, before the 
12^ century, and in all probability later in the 13**^. 
(Cf. the simple nasal of the helmets on the Bayeux Ta- 
pestry as late as 1066.) The ON. gnmu-madr 'a dis- 
guised man', also the name of Odin Gnmr, Grjmnir = 
'der Verlarvte' (Grm. 46, and Pauls Grd. Ill, 335), points 
to some sort of a head covering used to disguise a person. 
So gnma may be taken to refer to a helmet used in the 
sense simply of 'a head covering', not that of 'helmet visor'. 

Schade connects the word further with OHG. gnnan 
'denMund verziehen', which is related to NE. gfWn, NHG. 
gremen to the Germ. rt. *grl, Idg. *ghri (s. Kluge, Etym. Wb.). 
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The connection in meaning is probably from the 
distortion of the mouth produced by a grin making the 
person appear other than usual, from whence the Norse 
meaning of ^disguise, a covering for the head used as a 
disguise', and finally the OE. gnma 'head covering, helm'. 
Of. Du. grijus 'a mask, a grin', where both meanings exist 
side by side. 

In the Komance languages the Span, grima 'terror, 
fear', Port. <nj 'dislike' are borrowed from the German. It 
is possible that Fr. grimace^ Span, grimaeo^ NE. grimace 'a 
distortion of the countenance', are related to gnma, but 
the etym. is not certain (cf. Diez, Wb., 456, and Skeat, 
Etym. Wb.). 

Hsafod-beorg. 

A kenning for hdm, the head-protection. Ynibftes 
hdmes hrof heafodbeorge wirum bewunden walan utan hedld 
B. 1030. Cf. healsheorg, breostbeorg, bangebeorg, scancgebeorg. 

Helm. 

Form, hdm m (a). 

References. 1. galea, cassis : helmet. 

sg. nom. galea : hdm WW. 332 ^^ = Aelfc. Gr. 317 ^^ 
cassis : fv? Aelfc. Gr. 56^; id. : irsen [isern]- <^ WW. 142^; 
a/nd eac wms his helm dyrl Fin. 47; helm sceal cenum Gn. 
(Ex.) 205; pa w«s of p«m hroran helm ond byme lungre 
aiysed B. 1629; fter wms helm monig, eald ond omig 
B. 2762; fier on bence wtes ofer tepdinge yp-gesene heafo- 
steapa hdm B. 1245; se hwita hdm hafdan werede 
. B. 1448; sceai se hearda helm hyrsted golds fmtum befeaUen 
B. 2255; urum sceal swear d ond hdm^ byme ond byrdu- 
scrud bam gemame B. 2659. 
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8g. gen. cassidis, i. galeo : -nies (MS. B. hdmes) OE. 
Gl. l*««^ cassidis : hdmes OE. Gl. 2*"; item WW. 12 ^ 
200 *®, 363 ^®, Corp. 418 ; apex, summitas galeae : hdmes top 
WW. 143**; crista : rw camb WW. 143*^; conus : fv? byge 
WW. 143 *»; cassidis : Mme/57 WW. 512"; id. ihdmefs] 
i. diadematis Hpt. Gl. 521^; ymh fees hdmes hrof B. 1030. 

sg. dat. cassibus, calamitatibus, uel ferum : hdme 
WW. 200*^; and gdmdde Mardocheum . . . mid hdme geond 
fa burh Horn. Ass. VIH, 242; mid hdme ^ cynehdm^ Aelfc. 
Es. 245; ecg sceal m& helme hilde gehidan Gn. (C.) 16; swin 
ofer hdme B. 1286; heard under helme B. 2539, 342, 404; 
and he mid ane hdme hlod it Ep. Al. 146**®; na mid readum 
scyldey odde mid hdme Horn. Skt. 11, 31**^. 

sg. ace. cassium : helm Corp. *** = WW. 12^; item 
363***; cassium, conum :helm WW. 200®^; (hi) hrohton,. . 
sweord ondswatigne helm Jud. 338; fonne he gewyrced to wera 
hUde hdm oppe hupseax Crft. 64; forgeaf pa Beowulf e team 
Healf denes . . . hdm and hyrnan B. 1022; helm ne-gemunde 
B. 1290; helm oft gescser B. 1526; pioden pristhydig pegne 
gesealde . . . gold-fahne helm B. 2811; ponne he on ealu- 
hence oft gesealde heaH-sittendum helm ond hyrnan B. 2868; 
ac he him on heafde helm xr gescer B. 2973; nam on 
Ongendio iren-byrnan,' . . . ond his hdm somod B. 2987; 
ponne rond ond hand on herefdda helm eodgodon An. 10; 
under hdm drepen B. 1745; his helm onspeon B. 2723; hd 
pa in heran eafor heafod-segn, heado-steapne helm B. 2153; 
ond his magum tethter hrun-fagne helm B. 2615; let se 
hearda Higelaces pegn hrad(n)e mece . . ., eald sweord eotenisc, 
entiscne hdm hrecan ofer hord-weal B. 2979; and ic on 
mine hine-louerd . . . and hdm and hrinie Chart. Th. 573*; 
nd ic an mine Tcyne louerd . . . hdm and hrinie Chart. 
Th. 55621. 
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nom. ace. pi. and Imddon to dxre beorhtan hyrig Be- 
thtdiam helmas and hup-seax Jud. 328; past we him da gud- 
getawa gyldan woldon . . . hdmas ond heard sweord B. 2638; 
bera& linde forif . . . scire hdmas in sceadena gemong Jud. 
193; rum w«s to nimanne londbuendum on dam ladestan^ 
. . . herereaf, brune hdmas Jud. 318. 

pi. gen. and he becwxd his laford . . . LX healma 
Chart. Th. 549 1». 

pi. dat. hxled wnder helmum Jud. 203. 

pi. instr. od fast folcgetrume gefaren haefdon sid tosomne 
Sudan and nordan helmum feahte Gen. 1989; ad on eordan 
. . . helm(um) behongen B. 3139. 

2. corona : crown, diadem. 

sg. nom. corona : helm WW. 290 *^. 
sg. dat. heah on hdme hrysted fasgere Run. 53. 
sg. ace. eoronam : helm Cant. Ps. 20*; spineam, coro- 
nam : fyrnenne hdm Mk. 15 ^^ 

3. any sort of covering. 

sg. nom. ulmus : hdm WW. 279^*; frondea fieus, 
i. frondosa : gefuf ficbeam, vel helm^ vel rug. 

sg. gen. verticis i. capitis : helmes OE. Gl. l^^^*; item 
Hpt.G1.443««. 

sg. ace. siddan wasges helm werode gesohte El. 230; 
under lyfte hdm Bidls. 4**. 

nom. ace. pi. frondea robora : helmas WW. 243 **. 

4. a) Protector, God. 

nom. ace. voc. sg. gasta hdm Gen. 2420; him engla 
hdm > getigdode Gen. 2751; edla dugada hdm! Sat. 164; 
Pu eart hadeda helm Sat. 658; wuldres helm Cri. 463; ne 
hie huru heofena helm herian ne-cupon B. 182; hu se gasta 
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Aefon in frynesse prymme geweor&ad acenned weard El. 176; 
gewat him pa se hcdga hdm telwihta An. 118; aeddinga hdm 
Gen. 1858, 2721. 

8g. dat. and pa waldende lifes leohtfruman lac anstegdej 
gasta.helme Gen. 1793. 

b) Wordly protectors, leaders, kings. 

nom. ace. voc. gewat pa heriga hdm ham eft panon 
El. 148; swa hire weoruda hdm hymwiggendra bebaden hsefde 
El. 223; Hrodgar. . . hdm Scyldvnga B. 456, 371, 1321. 

pi. dat. pmt hie oft fela folca feore gesceodon heriges 
hdmum Dan. 16. 

For further references to 3 and 4 consult Grein, 
Sprachschatz 11, p. 31 ff., and for the countless proper 
names with -helm s. Sweet, GET., p. 620. 

Compounds, hdm as first member of the com- 
pound. 

helm-bmre, -berende leafy. 

sg. gen. frondiferi nemoris : helmbmres bearutoms WW. 
243 «». 

helm-berend m. bellator : warrior. 

pi. ace. gegrette da gumena gehwylcne^ hwate hdm- 
berend hindeman side B. 2517; pe he usic gar-trngend gode 
tealde, hwate hdm-berend B. 2642. 

pi. gen. ne rohte he toptere hilde hdm-berendra H511. 37. 

Derivations. 

helmian vb. obducere 'to cover'. 

ban-helm m. munimentum ad versus occisores : 
helmet. 

nom. sceolde celod bord cenum on handa, banhdm 
berstan Fin. 32. 

cyne-helm m. corona, diadema. 
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sg. nom. diadema i. corona : cyne-hetm OE. Gl. 1 **^* ; 
item WW. 142*; corona inclita : mydic cynehdm WW. 
57 »^ 

8g. dat. palma i. corona : cynehdme OE. Gl. 1 ^®*. 

nom. ace. pi. fa cyne-helmas tcteron scinende Hom. 
Skt. n, 34^^; we habba& cyne-hdmas hciige Hom. Skt. 
n, 34"*. 

pi. dat. mid twam cyne-hdmum Hom. Skt. H, 34^^. 

gr%m-helm m. helmet, s. grtma. 

sg. nom. ace. gu&weard gumma grimhdm gespeon Exod. 
174; fssr totes on eorle e&gesyne brogden byrne . . .grimhdm 
manig El. 258. 

pi. gen. beadumtegnes rtes^ grimhdma gegrind Exod. 
330. 

pi. ace. hwanon ferigead ge ftette scyldas . . . and grim- 
hdmas 6. 334. 

gud'helm m. galea bellica : helmet, 
sg. nom. gud'hdm toglad B. 2487. 

heafO'helm (?) m. s. gu^-hdm. 
ace. hildes egesan hydo h..f mid (?) B. 3156. 
For lyft', mist', neaht-, sceadu-y sund-, wteter-hdm s. 
Grein, Sprachschatz, and B. T. 

heolof-helm^ htelef- m. helmet which makes the 
wearer invisible. Of. ON. huli^s hialmr. 

sg. ace. (he) hseledhdm on heafod asette Gen. 444. 

sg. instr. mid fam he fmringa heolof hdme bifeaht hdle 
seced goda geasne Wal. 45. 

leper-helm m. leather helmet. 

sg. nom. galea : leferhdm WW. 142 ^ 

Meaning. 

galea, cassis: A helmet either of leather or of metal. 
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Etymology. Cognates to OE. hdm are: OHO., OSax., 
OFrs. AeZm, Du. hdm, helmet^ ON. hjcilmr, Dan. hidm^ 
Swed. hjdm, M. and NH6. helm, Ooth. hdms to a Germ. 
*hdm'ae m. from the vb. hdan 'to cover', from an Idg. rt. 
*kd- 'to cover, protect, conceal'. Cf. 01. gar-man- 'Schirm, 
Scbutzdach, Decke'; from the same rt. also Lat. cSlare. 

The Germ, word appears very early m Slav, as loan- 
word (s. Schrader, Real. Lex., p. 366, and Kluge, P. Gdr., 
361). According to Uhlenbeck OSlav. ilemu is a borrowing 
from the OHG. hdm (*Germ. hdma-), not from Goth. hUms 
(s. Uhlenbeck, Archiv f. Slav. Phil. 15*»S and Hfrt, PBB. 
23 '^). The OSlav. form, and lit. se&lmas are in all pro- 
bability, however, not borrowed directly from the OHG., 
but have come through the medium of OPr. kdmis 'a hat', 
which became *chdmu, sdmu > OSlav. slemiA (cf. Grimm, 
Gd. d. Spr. 121, and Bemeker V, 474). 

The Germ, word appears also to have wandered west- 
ward and appears as loanword in It., Span., Port. e2mo, 
Prov. elm, OFr. heaume (s. Diez, Wb. 121); cf also MLat. 
hdmus in the Reichenauer Glossar. 

From Fr. healm, heaume is formed a diminutive with 
the sufQx -et, which appears in Span, and Port, as almete 
for elmete, and in Fr. as armet Tickelhaube'. 

In ME. and NE. appear both hdm from OE. hdm 
and hdmet with the Fr. diminutive suflBx -d, the former 
of which in NE. is confined chiefly to poetry. 



Hleorberge (?). 

Meor-berge f. (5n), hlBor-bere f. (5n) [?]. 

Reference. 

ac. pi. hkar-bergan (?) B. 304 reading of Heyne. 
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sg. dat. eofor-lu scinon ofer hUorheran gehroden golde 
fah and fyrheard ferh wearde Mold Grein. 

Meaning and Etymology. This much contested 
passage reads in the MS. Meorberan, which was emended 
by Gering (Z. Z. 1 2 "*) to hUor-bergan, which was adopted 
by Heyne in his Glossar, and is explained by him as 
having reference to *der Teil des Helmes, der tiber die 
Wangen herabreichend sie einschliefit und schfitzt' i. e. 
'Wangenberge'. 

Bugge (Z. Z. 4 "^ flf.) reads 'of Mbot berarC and regards 
hc'sdonen as dat. sg. to hcscKme (adj. 'sch5n gestaltet') with 
reference to Beowulf, while he translates ferhwearde as a 
compound meaning ^Lebensschutz". Grein retains the 
reading of the MS., but regards hUorbere as referring per- 
haps to the 'visor of a helm'. Cf. gr^ma where the reasons 
against such a translation are given. 

As regards the formation of the compound it is com- 
posed of hleor 'cheek' OSax. Afeor, Du. Ker, ON. hip- to 
Germ, hleura- (cf. NE. leer) and berge a subst. from the vb. 
%eorgarC 'to protect' (for form berge without breaking s. 
Sievers, § 43, 3. 164, 1), or bere from beran 'to bear', with 
the meaning in either case of 'a helm with some sort of 
protection for the cheeks, but not for the entire coun- 
tenance' (s. Part I, p. 92). 

Wala (?). 

wala m. (an), wale f. (On) [?]. 

Reference. 

nom. or ace. pi. ymb }x8 hdmes hrof heafod-berge 
wirum bewunden walan utan hedd B. 1031. 
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Meaning. According to Sievers 'a rounded elevation 
or projection on the helmet to which the crest was fastened' 

(8. PBB. xn««»). 

Etymologly. Wcda m., wale f. is perhaps a weak 
variant of the strong fern, walu "weal, mark of a blow\ 
To this OE. walu correspond Goth. wcUus 'stick, staflf', 
ON. vpZr, Swed. vai 'a round staff', OFrs. walu (in walu- 
bera 'a pilgrim'). The word occurs four times in the 
glosses with the meaning 'mark of a blow upon the flesh, 
a ridge': — vibex : walu, vibices : wala Hpt. Gl. 487*^; 
vibice : wale Hpt. Gl. 516 ^•; vibices : wala Hpt. Gl. 610*^; 
asperae invectionis mastigias: sli&ra wala swipa Hpt. Gl. 
527 *« — from which is derived the meaning of 'round 
projection or elevation', walu is from Germ *walu — 'a 
round staff' probably connected with the root *ffd, which 
is found beside root *uer with the meaning 'to turn, to 
wind' (cf. Persson 31®). Of similar origin is Fr. gauk 
(waule) 'a large pole' (Diez, Wb. 594). Cf. also 01. vdiati 
'wendet sich, dreht sich', Lat. vol-v-o^ OSlav. vdlUi 'to 
roll'. ME. wale, NE. wale^ weal 'the mark of a blow'. 

Compound. 

wyrt'Wale wk. f. wyrtwalu st. f. root. 

wyrt'Wala m. See Sweet Stud. Die. and Bosw.-ToU. 

Wl^-hafola. 

'The war head' in B. 2661 is a poetical kenning for 
helmet. Grein will change heafola into neafda reading 
wig-neafolan 'umbonem bellicum i. e. clypeum: shield*, 
but Heyne retains heafola citing as parallel to wigheafoUm 
lasr the expressions: — wxpen beran 291, hring-net beran 
2754, and scyldas bteran 2850. 
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3- Body Armour. 

Br€ost-beorg. 

Forms, breost-beorg f. (o) or -^ebeorh n. (a). 

References. propugnaculum : breostgebeorh WW. 
466^*; id. : briostbiorg Corp. 1696. 

Cf. propugnacula : breostweal WW. 490^^. 

A protection for the breast, a small byme. The word 
is found only in the glosses. Cf. fm'ther heaisbeorg. 

For the meaning and etymology of the terms for 
corslet, which are applied to ordinary garments as well, 
refer to the Heidelberg Diss, by Stroebe 'Die alten'g- 
lischen Kleidernamen' (1904). 



Byrne. 

Forms, bgme f. (jon). Late briniCj breniey beome. 

References. 

sg. nom. lorica : byrne Aelfc. Gl. 317^^; item WW. 
332*^; lorica, uel torax, uel squama : rw WW. 142*; lorica 
anata (for hamata) : hringedu rw WW. 434^; thoraca (Aldh. 
thorace): <NJ WW. 612^^; on him byrne scan B. 406; fter 
on bence w«s ofer tepelinge yf-gesene heapo-steapa helm^ 
hringed byrne B. 1246; da was of fsem hroran helm ond 
byrne lungre dlysed B. 1629; urum sceal sweord ond helm, 
byrne ond byrdu-scrud bam gemtene B. 2660; byrne nemeahte 
geongum gar-wigan geoce gefremman B. 2673; stede, }«t 
his byrne abrocen wsere heresceorpum hror Fin. 46; seo 
byrne tobmrst By. 144; seo byrne sang By. 284; }mr w«s 
on eorle edgesyne brogden byrne ond bitl gecost El. 267. 

sg. gen. thoracis : byman WW. 632*; ne-mteg byman 
hring tefter wig-fruman wide feran hmleifum be healfe B, 
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2260; and ic gean minon feder Aeddrede cynge . . . fms sedfer- 
hiUan stourdes . . . a/nd fsere hyma/n Chart. Th. 569 ^*. 

8g. dat. pa gegyrede heo hy mid hasrenre tunecan ond 
mid hyman, p«t is mid lytdre hacelan Mart. 190*^; mid 
his scinendan byman Horn. Skt. U, 26^^^; on byman B. 
2704. 

sg. ace. hi to mede hyre . . . hrohton . . . swatigne helm, 
swylce eac side byman Jud. 338; pa pume gesealdest sweord 
ond byrnan HO. 72; forgeaf pa Beotmdfe beam Heaif denes 
. . . hdm ond byman B. 1022; helm ne-gemunde, byrnan 
side, Pa hine se broga angeat B. 1291; fordon icme on hafu 
bord on byman B. 2524; he frxtwe geheold fda missera, 
bill ond byman B. 2621 ; pioden prist hydig pegne gesealde, 
. . . beah ond byman B. 2812; ponne he on ealu-bence oft 
gesealde heaisittendum helm ond byman 2868; pa Byrhlnod 
brmd hill of scede, . . . and on pa byman sloh By. 163; 
Oder him ongan tvyrcan durh die^'ne crssftas segn ond side 
byman Sal. 453; feta, gyf du dyrre, ast dus headuwerigan 
hare byrnan Wald. 2*^; het da in beran . .\ hare byman 
B. 2153; and habbad Cristis byrnan Horn. Skt. I, 6***; and 
ic , , , an mine hine louerd . . . hdm and brinie Chart. Th. 
673 •; fNjib. Chart. Th. 556*^; ic him to mine here-^ete an 
helm and a brenie Chart. Th. 682 ^ 

pi. nom. ace. byman hringdon B. 327 ; IIII hdmas 
and IIII byman Ges. Lieberm., p. 358 [71a]; and lasddon 
to dxre beorhtan byrig]Bethfdiam . . . hare byrnan Jud. 328. 

pi. gen. and he becwaed his laford . . . LX healma and 
LX beornena Chart. Th. 549 *®. 

instr. pi. billum ond bymum B. 40; hwat syndon ge 
searo'hxbbendray bymum werede B. 238; gebide ge on beorge 
bymum werede B. 2529; a4 on eordan .... hdm[um] 
behongen, . . . beorhtum bymum B. 3140. 
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Compounds. 1. hyrne as second member of the 
compound. 

gu&'byrne f. lorica bellica : corslet. 

sg. nom. gud'hyme scan B. 321. 

here-byrne f. idem. 

sg. nom. here-byrne hondum gebroden B. 1443. 

heapo'byrne f. idem. 

sg. nom. nemne him hea&o-byme helpe gefremede B. 
1552. 

sg. ace. fonne he gewyrced to wera hUde . . . heapu- 
byrnan Cra. 64. 

^ren-byrne f. lorica ferrea. 

sg. ace. nam on Ongen&io irenbyman B. 2986. 

^sern-byrne f. idem. 

sg. ace. pa he him of dyde isern-byrnan B. 671. 

Worthy of note is the form heais-brynige, to gloss 
thoraca OE. Gl. 2*^*, being from ON. hn^nja not OE. byrne^ 
and corresponding to ME. brunie. 

2. byrne as first member of the compound. 

byrn-ham m. s. ham. 

byrn-wiga m. bellator loricatus. 

8g. nom. fast se byrn-wiga bugan sceolde B. 2918. 

voc. eala bymwiga! Wand. 94. 

pi. gen. byrnwigena brego Jud. 39. 

byrn-wigend m. idem. 

pi. nom. ealle his weagesOfas^ bealde byrnwiggende 
Jud. 17. 

pi. gen. swa hire weoruda helm byrnwiggendra beboden 
hxfde El. 224. 

pi. instr. and pa geModon hUdesercum, . . . byrnwigen- 
dum^ werum and wifum wteghengestas El. 235. 

Meaning, lorica, thorax : corslet, coat of mail. 

Keller, The Anglo-Saxon Weapon Names. 17 
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Etymology. The Germauic branch is represented 
by OE. byrne, ME. hrunie, hrynie, brinie, brenie (for the 
dialectical dififerences cf. Morsbach, ME. Gramm., § 127), 
NE. byrnie, brinie^ brynie, Goth, brunjoy OHG. brunja, 
brunna, MHG. briinney NHG. briinney MLG. brannie, bronige, 
ON. brynja, brynjahringr, Dan. brynie^ Swed. brynja. OSlav. 
brunja (s. Pauls GrnndriC, p. 361) is to be regarded as a 
loan word from the Germ. Bemeker (V, 419) attributes also 
OPr. brunjos, Lett, brunas to Germ, borrowing. Prellwitz 
looks upon OSlav. brunja as borrowed from MHG. brunje, 
bronigm, while Uhlenbeck (Archiv f. Slav. Phil. 15*®^) re- 
gards it as borrowed frt)m OHG. brunja^ and Hirt (PBB. 
23**^) from Goth, brunjo. However, the fact remains that 
the Slav, word is Germ, in origin, and has to do with a 
wellknown list of loan words, for in the names of weapon?, 
and in war tactics the Germanic example was followed 
by the Balto-Slavs. 

Grimm (Gramm. HI***) connects the word with the 
vb. bfinnan 'leuchten, glftnzen', on account of the metalic 
gleam of the byrne; Weinhold (Aldnord. Leb. 209) regards 
the Germ, word as borrowed from the Slav. (cf. Kluge in 
GrundriC 361), but at present the probability is in favour 
of bringing it together with Olr. bruinne 'breast'. Leo 
(Per. Schrift. V^) is in favour of Celt, borrowing and 
brings forward various proofs from the different Celtic 
dialects. To the Celt, branch belongs Gael, bran-nunch 
or bran-nouch 'the byrnie or coat of mail', from OCymr. 
broun or bruin 'the breast, the body', also originally 'the 
breast covering'. In Welsh and Gael, the meaning of 
bron or broun is confined to the 'female breast', which 
accounts for the entire absence in Welsh of such derived 
forms as brannunch or bruineadach^ and the very unusual 
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appearance of such in Bret. — here the corresponding 
words are formed from a derived form from Iron- mean- 
ing 'the breast, the body of man in general' hreunid, from 
which then 'the covering for that part of the body' hreu- 
nidad. Stokes also (cf Fick, Vgl. Wb. II, 184) points to 
Celt, origin for Goth. Irunjo, OHG. hrunna^ and endeavours 
to connect them with the Urcelt. rt. %rend 'schwellen, sich 
erheben'. 

The Romance forms OFr. broignCy brunie, Pro v. hronha, 
MLat. brugna (in a charter of 813) 'armour, coat of mail', 
are Germ, loan words (s. Diez, Etym. Wb. 534). 

The development from ME. into NE. shows various 
dialectical differences and Norse influence (s. Murray NED.). 
The most frequent forms are: NE. bymie, which comes 
from a ME. form byrny^ byrnie (cf. Barbour's Bruce II, 352 
byrnys, and Douglas, Aen. XII®^), also used by Morris in 
"Sigurd the Wolsung"; NE. brinie^ brynie, with r metathesis, 
from ME. brinie, brynie (Hav. mbbrinie); all these forms, 
as also the ME. dialectic variants brunie, bruni, brenie, 
breni, point to Icel. brynja^ Dan. brynie (cp. Bj5rkman 
Scand. Loan Words in ME., p. 183). NE. byrnie cannot 
be directly derived from OE. byrne with r metathesis, 
which would have given ME. burn^ Mm, but is to be 
regarded as a mixed form derived from the OE. form 
with metathesis, and the ending of the Scand. form. The 
ME. form with u belongs to the SW. Mittelland (cf. Laym. 
1553 brunie, 6718 bume). The word is now obsolete, being 
used only as an archaismus. 

Ham^ horn. 

Forms, ham, ham m. (a), and hama, homa m. (an). 
In simplex horn, homa (s. Stroebe, Altengl. Kleidem., 

17* 
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1069. 73) is a kind of under garment worn chiefly by the men 
in the house without any other upper garment. The form 
was that of a long jacket without sleeves (later with sleeves), 
from whence the compounds 6ym-, fyrd-hom etc. with re- 
ference to a battle garment, a protecting coat or jacket, in 
the poets synonymous with hyme. 

Compounds, ham^ hama as second member of the 
compound. 

byrn-ham m. lorica. 

ace. pi. bera& linde for&y . . . and hymhonuxs Jud. 192. 

fyrd'ham m. idem. 

sg. ace. heo pone fyrd-hom durh-fon nemiJUe B. 1504. 

sciT'ham adj. clad in bright armour. 

pi. nom. fast wU-cuman Wedera leodum scapan sdr- 
hame to scipe for on B. 1895. 

byrn-hama m. lorica. 

sg. ace. deahpe ladra fela &inne bymhomon biUum heo- 
wun Wald. 1*'. 

gold-hama m. lorica aurea. 

dat. nxs pa fricgendra under gddhoman gad in burgum 
feorran geferede El. 991. 

grx^'hama adj. grey-colored. 

gylle^ grxghama, gudwudu iJ/ynned Fin. 7. 

Etymology. Cf. Stroebe, Die Altenglischen Kleider- 
namen, p. 74. 

Healsbeorg. 

Forms, halsbeorg, halsbearh, healsbearh f. (o), heals- 
berga m. (an) [?]. 

For halsbearh cf Bttlbring, § 134, Sievers 214 S for 
healsber ga Sievers, §164^ The forms with r breaking are 
in the majority. 
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References. 

sg. nom. thoraca i. lonca. : hdlsbearh OE. Gl. l^owj 
thorace (gl. lorica) : hedlshearh Hpt. Gl. 521*; lorica i. galea : 
healsberga OE. Gl. 1 ^"; f^ — : hcOsherga Hpt. Gl. 423 ^^ 

sg. ace. loricam (inextricabilem) : unofermnnencUice 
halsiearga (for a in f. ace. cf. Sievers, AS. Granim., § 253, 
Anm. 2, or nom.?) OE. Gl. 1^^^ item Hpt. Gl. 424 » (adds, 
however, inexpugnabilem to inextricabilem above). 

Meaning, lorica, thorax : a piece of protective ar- 
mour for the neck and throat, which developed later into 
the hauberk. 

Etymology. A compound word formed from Germ. 
hcds ^neck' and subst. beorg from the vb. beorgan, Goth. 
bairgan 'to protect, to cover'. To OE. heals-beorg cor- 
respond OHG. halsberg, -berga, -perga^, MHG. hals- 
berc m., halsberge f., ON. halsbidrg f., Du. halsba/rch. 
It appears further as Germ, loan word in It. usbergo^ 
osbergo, Prov. ausberc^ OFr. halberCy hauberc, NFr. haubert. 
The OFr. form was taken up in ME. before the time of 
Chaucer (cf. C. T. 2433) from which developed NE. hauberk 
'a coat of ringed mail'. 

Hlenca. 

Forms, hlenca m (an), hlence f. (5n) [?]. 

References. 

pi. ace. Moyses bebead . . . frecan arisan, habban heora 
hlencan . . . beran beorht searo Exod. 218. 

Compound. 

wtehhlenctty -e m. f. (?). A coat of mail, or possibly 
fetters. 



* Cf. Steinm.-Sievere, Ahd. Glossen III, 632, 17 lorica : halsp-ch^ 
687, 43 torax : haUherga, 682, 65 thorax : halsberga. 
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ace. cyning cinherge . . . wiges on wenum^ waslhlencan 
sceoc, het his heredsta healdan georne fxst fyrdgetrum 
Ex. 176. 

pi. nom. gartis lixton^ wri&ene wtdJdencan; wordum 
ond bordum hofon herecombol El. 24. 

Meaning. The linked battle garment, a shirt or coat 
of chain mail. Dietr. (H. Z. X, 424f.) regards Jdenca as 
well as wtel'Menca or fdeptce as the chains with which the 
conquered in battle were bound. Grein, Zupitza, and others 
regard both passages, however, as referring to a kind of 
shirt woven from kon Unks, and synonymous to such 
expressions as hring-locene syrde Jerem. 46*, hringiren B. 
322, wxlrnei Exod. 302, all of which can refer only to a 
garment of chain mail. 

Etymology. Menda^ Mende with the meaning 'ring- 
mail' is confined to the OE. Cognates in the other Germ, 
dialects have the meaning 'link, fetter, hip' etc. Of. ON. 
hleJckr <C ^MenJcr 'a chain', Dan. lamke, Swed. lank (firom 
whence NE. linh-^ OE. Jdenca, -e, would have given NE. 
Unch). OHG. lanca, Manca (lancha, hlancha) 'hip, loin, bend', 
MHG. lanke and gdenke 'the slender supple part of the 
body between hip and breast', being, as it were, the 
joint of the whole body, NHG. Gelenk 'joint of every 
kind'. Of. Lit. lenkti 'to bend', and MHG. lenken 'to 
bend, to turn' denominative to MHG. lanke (Kluge, Etym. 
Wb., p. 246). Prom OHG. tdanca is also derived Fr. flanc 
'side', which has been reborrowed in German as 'Flanke\ 
in NE. as flank 'the side'. The Germ, forms are derived 
from Germ. *Mankd, ^Uankjon- to Idg. ^klong-, ^Ueng- (cf. 
Fick, Wb. II, p. 395) 'umfassen'. Cf. further, Lat. clwgere 
Skt. Qrnkhala f., ^nkhcda- m. or n. 'chain, fetter' (Uhlen- 
beck, AI. Wb., p. 316). 
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HrsB^L 

Form, hrsegl n. (a). 

In simplex hrmgl has usually the meaning of 'garment 
in general' i. e. vestimentum. In Beowulf, however, it 
has in several instances the secondary meaning "armour, 
bymie". 

pi. gen. onsend Higdace, gif mec hild nime, beadu- 
scruda betst, fast mine breost wered^ hrxgla sdest B. 454. 

sg. gen. bru^ Hsses beages, Beowulf leofa, hyse, mid 
hmle, ond pisses hrxgles neot, peofdj-gestreana B. 1217. 

sg. nom. him w«s ful boren . . . ond wunden gold 
estum geeawed, earm-fhjreade twa, hrxgl ond hringas B. 
1195. 

1217 and 1195 may refer to a valuable garment 
rather than to a corslet, but the latter is more probable. 

Compounds. 

beado'hrmgl n. lorica. 

sg. nom. beado-hraegl broden on breostum lasg B. 552. 

fyrd-hrasgl n. idem. 

sg. ace. helm oft gescter, fseges fyrd-hraegl B. 1527. 

For Etymology and later development cf. Stroebe, Alt- 
englische Kleidernamen, p. 75. 



Hring. 

Form, hring m. (a). 

References. 1. Annulus aureus : hring, s. Grein, 
Sprachschatz II, 106. 

2. vinculum : chain, idem. 

3. annulus loricae, hamus. 

sg. nom. hring utan ymbbearh, past heo pone fyrd-hom 
durh'fon ne-mihte, locen leodo-syrcan lapan fingrum B. 1503; 



ne mag hyman hring after ung-fruman wide fercm haletfum 
behealfe B. 2260. 

pi. dat. hamis, circiilis lorice : hringum OE. Gl. 50^®. 

Compounds. With hring as first member of the 
compound. 

hring-fren n. lorica. 

sg. nom. gu&'byme scan heard handlocen, hring-iren 
scir B. 322. 

hring-loca m. (an) hami loricae nexi : a coat of 
rmged-mail. 

pi. ace. he was an breostuni wund purh 9a hringhca/n 
By. 145. 

hring-net n. s. net 

Derivations. 

hringed adj. made of rings or links. 

sg. nom. par on hence was . . . hringed byme B. 1245. 

sg. ace. and his magum athar .... hringde hyman 
B. 2615. 

hring -maly -maled adj. capulus annulo instructus : 
hilt adorned with rings. 

sg. ace. he gefeng fa fetd-hUt . . . hring-mal gehragd 
B. 1564. 

pi. ace. handum hrugdon haletf of scalfum hringmaled 
sweord Gen. 1992. 

Etymology. To OE. hring correspond OHG. hring, 
MHG., NHG. ring, ON. hringr, Dan., Swed., Du., LG. ring, 
OSax. hring. 

Radically related possibly to Gr. xp(xoc 'ring', CSlav. 
kragU 'circle', Jcraglu 'round' to Germ. *hritiga', Idg*krenghO' 
'to turn, revolve' (Fick, Vgl. Wb. II, 394) from the root 
*(s)ker, (s)kr4 'to turn, to move hither and thither' (Persson 
106" 165"). 
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Nett. 

Form, net n. (ja). 

Compounds. 

breost-nett n. lorica. 

sg. nom. him on eaxle Iseg hreost-net broden B. 1548. 

pi. nom. pope for geogu9e gyt ne mihton under bord- 
hreodan breostnet wera wid flane feond folmum werigean 
Exod. 236. 

here-nett n. idem. 

sg. nom. nemne him healfo-byrne helpe gefremede, here^ 
net hearde B. 1553. 

hring-nett n. idem. 

sg. ace. hring-net beran, brogdne beadusercean B. 2754. 

pi. ace. hring-net bssron^ locene leodosyrcan B. 1889. 

searo-nett n. lorica affabre facta. 

sg. nom. on him byrne scan^ searo-net seowed smipes or- 
pancum B. 406. 

wxl-nett n. lorica. 

pi. egesan stodon, weredon wadnet, pa se woma cwom 
Ex. 202. 

Meaning. A battle garment made of woven iron 
rings, a coat of mail. 

Etymology. Net alone had not the meaning of coat 
of mail in the OE. poems, but only in compound. Net 
in simplex is common to most of the Germ, languages 
and corresponds to OHG. neei, nejsjsi, MHG. nejsf/se, net^e, 
NHG. netz, OFrs., NFrs., OSax., Du., ON. net, Swed. ndt, 
Dan. net, Goth, nati from Germ, ^natja-. According to 
Uhlenbeck (Goth. Wb. 115) wo^i is derived from an Idg. rt. 
*wcd-, nedA-, 01. nadh-, nah- with the meaning 'binden, 
knupfen, flechten', in Ablaut to which is the Idg. rt. *ndd 
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'nfthen, stricken' from which Kluge (Etym. Wb., p. 282) 
derives the various forms. 

Pad. 

Forms, pad, pood f. (o). 

In simplex pad has the meaning of 'body garment*, 
cf. Stroebe, Altengl. Kleidem., p. 48. In compound with 
here, however, it has the meaning of 'battle garment, coat 
of armour'. 

here-pad f. vestis militaris, lorica. 

sg. nom. seo herepad, sio ast hUde gebad ofer borda 
gebrsec bite irena B. 2258. 

For Etymology cf. Heyne, K5rperpflege und Kleidung, 
p. 255, and Stroebe, 1. c. 

Seeorp. 

Form, sdeorp n. (a). 

In simplex sdeorp 'ornatus, vestitus' has the meaning 
of 'garment', in compound with fyrd, gud, heorUy hild, 
sige it refers to 'war-ornament, battle-garment, armour'. 

Compounds. 

fyrd-sdeorp n. armour. 

ace. freolic fyrdsceorp hwHum folcwigan wicge wegad 
Ridls. 15 1». 

gud'S6eorp n. war-garment. 

sg. ace. and Iteddon to dasre beorhtan byrig . . . hare 
byrnaUj gudsceorp gumena golde gefrxtewod Jud. 329. 

heorU'Sdeorp n. armour. 

sg. ace. pa fu me gesedldest sweord and byrnan, helm 
and heorosceorp H5. 73. 

hilde-sdeorp n. idem. 

sg. ace. me &is hilde-sceorp Hrodgar sealde B. 2155. 

sige-sdeorp. adornment of victory, triumphal apparel. 
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sg. nom. gold gerised on guman sweorde, selUc sige-sceorp 
Gn. Ex. 127. 

For Etym. s. Diss, by Stroebe, p. 79. 



Forms, sdrud, sdruud n. (cons. st.). 

In simplex sdrud = habitus, vestitus, vestimentum, 
clamis, colobium, 'a garment, a mantel, or some sort of 
undergarment'. In compound with gu& etc. = 'a battle 
garment', byme, lorica. 

beadu'Sdrud, vestimentum bellicum, lorica. 

pi. gen. beadu-scruda B. 453 (for citation s. hrasgl). 

byrdu-sdrud (?). 

sg. nom. urum sceal sweord ond hdnhy byrne ond byrdu- 
serud bam gemame B. 2660. For the various readings here sug- 
gested cf. Heyne's Beow. Glossar 1 18, Bugge, Tidskr. VIII, 
58, and Zach. Z. IV, 216. Heyne is of the opinion that byrdu 
is a mistake for bord, which would give the meaning of 
'an especially richly adorned shield with decorated umbo 
and rand-bsag\ Bugge, proposes the reading bywdu-scrud 
(from vb. bgwan) 'a richly adorned garment', which is 
nearer to the original meaning of s(^rud, Ettmuller and 
Thorpe suggest beadu'$(irud 'lorica, byrne' supporting the 
reading by reference to B. 1. 453 above. This reading 
apparently has much in its favour as it makes a better 
parallel to byrne. Holthausen, in his new Beowulf edition, 
has bord ond beaduscrud bam gemame. 

gad'Sdrud, vestitus bellicus. 

sg. nom. p«r wass on eorle etfgesyne brogden byrne, .. 
geatolic gu&scrud El. 258. 

For Etymology s. Diss, by Stroebe, p. 81. 
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Seree. 

Forms. ser6e^ syr6e f. (jOn). 

References for meaning 'lorica'. 

sg. nom. set p«m ade wxs ef^esyne swat-fah syrce 
B. 1111. 

pi. nom. ace. hwcmon ferigead ge faette scyldas^ grmge 
syrcan B. 334; syrcan hrysedon B. 226. 

Compounds, serde as second member of the com- 
pound. 

beado-serde f. tunica bellica, lorica. 

sg. ace. hring-net ieran, brogdne beadu-sercean B. 2755. 

Cf. ON. b0d'8erkr. 

heorU'Serde f. idem. 

sg. ace. oretta . . . heard under helme, hioro-sercean 
b«r under stan-deofu B. 2539. 

here-serde f. idem. 

sg. ace. SK'deor monig hilde-tuxum here-syrcan brasc 
B. 1511. 

hilde-serde f. idem. 

pi. dat. and fa geModon hUde-sercum^ . . . werum ond 
mfum wxghengestas El. 234. 

leotfo-ser6eL lorica hamata : chain mail (lit. limb shirt). 

sg. ace. p«t heo pone fyrd-hom durh-fcm ne-mihte, locene 
leodO'Syrcan lafan fingrum B. 1505. 

pi. ace. hring-net bteron, locene leodo-syrca/n B. 1890. 

liC'Serce f. lorica corpus tegens. 

nom. fter me md ladum lic-syrce min heard hand- 
locen helpe gefremede B. 550. 

Meaning. A kind of shirt worn by men and wo- 
men, which, however, in Beowulf, and in compound with 
beadu etc. in the Elene also, refers to the shirtUke coat 
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long and wide worn by the men in battle, and frequently 
woven from iron links (s. Part I, p. 100). 

Etymology. A Lat. loan word for which cf. Pogat- 
scher, §§ 129, 269, 279, and Diss, by Stroebe, p. 60, Sarrazin 
(PBB.XI, 173 flf.) cites ser6e as a Norse loan word in Beo- 
wulf, which is refuted by Sievers (PBB. XI, 354). 

W»d, Wffide. 

Forms, wxd f. (i), wsede n. (ja). 

In simplex w«d and gew«d have the meaning of 
*dress, garment' the Lat. lemma being indumentum. For 
references s. Stroebe, Altenglische Kleidernamen, p. 82. 
In compound, however, with here^ ^d^ etc., w«d has the 
meaning of 'battle garment' : vestis bellica. 

Compounds. 

here-wmd f. vestis militaris. 

inst. pi. pa wxs on sande sas-geap naca Maden here- 
wxdum B. 1897. 

Cf. ON. here-vadir. 

heado-wsed f. vestis bellica. 

inst. pi. ne hyrde ic cyndicor ceol gegyrwan hUde-wsep- 
num ond hea^o-wtedum B. 39. 

gewmde n. 

hreost-getviede n. lorica : breast garment, byrnie. 

pi. nom. gehwearf fa in Francna . . . fte^m . . . feorh 
cyninges, breost-gewxdu ond se beah somod B. 1212. 

pi. ace. no dy ser suna sinum syUan wolde, hwatum 
Heoroivearde . . . breost-gewasdu B. 2162. 

eorl-gew^de n. vestitus virilis : armour. 

pi. dat. gyrede hine Beowulf eorl-gewxdum B. 1442. 

gu&'gewxde n. vestitus bellicus. 



- 270 — 

nom. ace. pi. syrcan hrysedon, gud-gewxdo B. 227; 
ond Ilia maffum tetbasr brunfagne hdm . . . gud-gewxdu^ fyrd- 
searu fuslic B. 2617; ac hy scamiende scyldas Ixran^ gud- 
gewxdu B. 2851; p«i he genunga gud-gewmdu wrade forwurpe 
B. 2871. 

pi. gen. geaf him da mid Geatum gtid-gewseda seghwses 
unrim B. 2623. 

For Etymology s. Diss, given above p. 84. 

4. Greaves. 

Bfin-beorg. 

Forms, han-beorg, -berg f. (O), -gebeorg, -geberg n. (a). 

References, ocreos (ocreas) : banberge, scan(c)gebeorg 
WW. 535»; ocreis : baangeberg WW. 35" = Corp. 1426; 
ocveis : banbeorgum WW. 459*'. 

Meaning and Etymology. Protection for the legs 
or greaves is the name applied to the protective armour 
of thin plates of metal, which reaching to the foot were 
made fast there. Cf. OHG. beinberga (Steinm. - Sievers 
III, 632, 6, ocrea : peinperga, 637, 44, ocree : beiriberga)^ 
MHG. beinberge. Cf. also Walt. 335: Ingentes ocreis suras 
complectitur aureis, and San Marte, p. 42. 

Bfin-rlft. 

Form, ban-rift f. 

References, tibialis : 6an-n/15 WW. 277*^; id. ibaan- 
rift Ep. 1031 , baan-ryft Er. 2025 ; id. : baan-rist Corp. 2025. 

Cf. tihani : pein-refta Steinm. -Sievers I, 665*^. 

Meaning. Banrrift refers to the bandages so fre- 
quently worn by warriors. For further discussion and 
Etymology s. above mentioned Diss, by Stroebe p. 12. 
Also Heyne, Haus-Altertumer, III, p. 253. 
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Sdin-hosa (?). 

Forms, sdin-hosu f. (o) [?], -hosa m. (an) [?], -hose 
f. (on) [?] ; nom. pi. [?] -hosa^ dat. pi. sdinhosum, 

Cf. Sievers, Ags. Gramm., § 278, Anm. 1. 

References, casus obliquus (?). ocreis : sdnhose 
Hpt. Gl. 521 ^ item OE. Gl. l^^^^^ (MS. R. reads hosum), 

pi. dat. ocreis : of scinhosum OE. Gl. 2*^®. 

nom. m. (?). caliga and ocrea : hosa Aelfc. Gl. 314^* 
= WW. 327«»; -=ib. 547^^ 

Cf. ocreae, uel tihieHes : lefer-hosa WW. 125 *^ 

Meaning. Hose for the shins, greaves. At an early 
period a metal plate appears to have been attached to the 
stocking, reaching only to the knee, and protecting only 
the front of the leg. Later in the age of Chivalry they 
increased in size, were made of iron or steel rings, and 
belonged to the full equipment of a knight. They were 
at first used only for the right leg, which was unprotected 
by the shield. 

Scm-hosa (?) is a compound of sdnu shin and hosa^ a 
kind of stocking or covering for the leg. In some cases 
of metal, the NE. greaves. Cf. Stroebe Diss, for hosa in 
simplex p. 37. Cf. also MHG. s%n isen hosen Wigalois 296 ^^ 

Sdeanc-gebeorg. 

The neut. sdeanc-gebeorg is synonymous with ban-beorg 
'greaves, shank protection'. It is recorded only once as 
ocreos (ocreas) : banter ge, scan(c)gebeorg WW. 535^. 
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Corrections. 



Page Ay line 10: read ^Balms' for T8alme8\ 

Page 48, line 9 from bottom: read Hakee' instead of He N. 
Earop. taking'. 

Page 49, line 1 and 2 from top: cancel the words Caesar for 
mention of arrows among the Gaols;' and note ^. 

Page 50, line 8: read isem-scurej instead of isem scure. 

Page 50, line 15: read n, 171 instead of n, 17. 

Page 50, line 16: read 'thicker' instead of Hicker'. 

Page 50, line 23: cancel the words ^draca ne fleage& (Fins. 3)'. 

Page 118, line 4: cancel 'sg. instr.'. 

Page 118, line 10: read syld me inst. of syl&me. 

Page 118: cancel lines 20 and 21. 

Page 118, line 23: read 'exuviae' inst. of 'exuayiae\ 

Page 118, line 25: read 'exuuiae' inst. of 'exuaviae'. 

Page 119, line 4: put comma after bidon. 

Page 119, line 4 fr. b.: read *rat^a inst. of *rauha. 

Page 119, line 5: read 'booty' inst. of 'boody'. 

Page 119, line 9: read 'nom. ace. sg. or pi.' inst. of 'nom. ace. pi.'. 

Page 119, line 11: read todselan inst of to dalan. 

Page 119, line 14: read 'manubinm: waelreaf Corp, 1277;' inst. 
of 'manubrium: wtel-reaf Corp. 1279'. 

Page 119, line 15: cancel 'Er. ""'. 

Page 119, line 22: The words 's.under rca/" WW. 233"' belong 
to sg. nom. in the preceding line. 

Page 128, line 13—14: cancel 'sg. nom.' and transfer the re- 
ference to 'sg. ace.'. 

Page 153, line 5 and 6 fr. b. : read wasUtenj inst. of wasl-steng. 

Page 161, line 3: cancel 1. 

Page 162, line 9: read 'caedens' inst. of 'cadens'. 

Page 162, line 16: read yldo, inst. of yldo-. 

Page 162, line 17 : read fromtoeardum inst. of from weardum. 
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Page 163, line 1 : read toid-cudne inst. of widcudne. 
'Page 163, line 8 fr. b.: read dgri-s f. inst. of diri-8. 
Page 164, line 1: read andweard. 
Page 165, line 9: read heoru-dreorige. 

Page 167, line 16 f.: read 'most Old Germanic dialects' inst. 
of 'Goth, and Icel. or ON. though wanting in WGerm.'. 
Page 167, line 19: read kSrus inst. of Jcirus, 
Page 176, line 5 fr. b. : read 'mucrone' inst. of 'muerone\ 
Page 234 ff. : read scUd inst. of scield. 
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